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_ F-know thou wilt grumble, courteous Reader, for every TY 


Reader in the World is a Grumbletonion more or Teſs; ank 7 a "RH 
for my Part, I can grumble as well as the beſt of ye, When i 
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DOMESTIC TALE... 


LETTER XXIV." 


_ Mrs. Butler in continua. 


Soho-Square. ö 


My ee e wth Lady Mary 


after our ſeparation was far from being as 


frequent and unreſerved as it had ever be- 


fore been. It was Lord Ruthven's plea- 


ſure we ſhould write on mere family af- 


 dairs—but in this interval I was not un- 
Vol. II. . mindful 
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mindful of our ablent Fiend Mr: : Butler 
often heard of him and in two years al- 
ter his return to the Brazils we were told 
from court that he had eſpouſed a young 
lady, daughter of Don Sebaſtian Lorenzo, 
governor of the Brazils, by the king's par- 
RK _ _ ticular defire, who, as a mark of his appro- 
18 bation, had raiſed the colonel to the rank 
1 of general and commander in chief of all 
mi ne in chat . of the world. 


Lady! Ruthven contrary to the prognoſ- | 
tics of the medical people lingered three 
years after her return to England; what ar- 

guments, or whether any were uſed, to ef- 
4 face the tender impreſſions, love and 
 Moncraſs had left in the heart of the 
daughter, I know not—but think it is 
. Probable that the vortex of diſſipation in 
; i Which the Ruthven's were always plunged, 
Fl mhahue admiration her beauty excited, and the 
| court paid her by all the beau-monde, 
Added to a latent pique the conſequence of 
{1 EP Res: F che 
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the colonel's giving up his hopes in ie 5 
moment her young heart had reſigned it- 


ſelf wich all its faculties to him, might by 


degrees wean her from her firſt attachment 
without any violent efforts on the part .of 


her parents—and this no doubt the wary 


Earl foreſaw, when he required ſo hard a 


ſacrifice from Mr. Moncraſs. 


| Numerous were the offers of marriage 
for his lovely daughter, received and re- 


jected by Lord Ruthven; one was not rich 


enough another a peer of yeſterday—a 
third untitled—and the ſpirit of coquetry 
increaſing with the adulation paid her 
beauty—Lady Mary became ſtill more dif- 
ficult to pleaſe than her father, and when I 
met her by appointment at Montpellier, 
on my return from Liſhon, where I was 


ſo unfortunate as to loſe my worthy and 

beloved huſband, I found her a ſpinſter, 
with increaſed ſpirits, beauty and health, 
in her ee year and here to make 
N . a 
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of my own family anecdotes.” 
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you acquainted with the matives which. 


induced her, who had rejected a ducal co- 
'  Tonet, to accept the hand of a private 
gentleman, and one who proved himſelf 
totally unworthy a preference that aſto- 


niſhed the world, I muſt introduce ſome ' 


* 


1 


Lady Ruthven was the only child of 5 


Mr. Neville, of Glouceſterſhire, one of 
the wealthieſt commoners in England— this 


gentleman was the elder of three brothers, 
I am the daughter of the ſecond; Mr. John 
Neville, the third, was ſo fortunate as to 
be bleſt with two ſons, which, as the real 


Neville eſtates were entailed on the male 


iſſue of the family, rendered the future 
proſpętts of his children ſuperior to thoſe 
of his elder brothers. | 

Fr had the ae to loſe Bech my 
1 before J was ſenſible of fo great a 


| calamity—ſo that as 1 before obſerved, . 


became 
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became an orphan ward to Lord Ruthyeri. 
Miſs Neville's fortune (although her fa- 
ther was but a life tenant on the eſtate) 
was very large, which added to her per- 
ſonal graces rendered her an object of 


general admiration: Lord Ruthven's heart 


acknowledged her power, and ſhe ac- 
cepted his offer'd hand, before ſhe had 
f attained her eighteenth year, perfettly ſa- 
tisfied with the diſpoſition their anceſtors 
had made of the family, eſtate; neither Mr. 


Neville or his daughter regretted i its going 


to my youngeſt uncle and his ſons—Mr. 
John Neville was as contratted in his 


mind as his elder brother was liberal. He 


watched with eager avidity every turn of 


his health, and when my uncle Edward 


died, ſeized the eſtates with fuch rudenefs 
and rapacity, that the agents of Lord 
Ruthven were barely ſuffered to remove 
the perſonals from the different ſeats be- 
fore he took poſſeſſion; a conduct fo op- 
1 to humanity and good breeding, 

B 53 907 com. 
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could not fail to confirm the diſlike his nar- 
row mind had long inſpired in Lord Ruth- 
ven—and on his part (who was one of the 
ſtrict abettors of the ſect, then but juſt be- 
ginning to eſtabliſh themſelves, called me- 
thodiſts, and who held all who were not 
of his religious opinion in contempt) he 
conſidered Lord and Lady Ruthven, who 

lived in great ſplendour and magnificence, 
HA as beings devoted to perdition, and 
eſtranged himſelf and family from their 
connection and ſociety. His elder ſon 
adopted his conduRt and principtes—but 
the younger, who was handſome, wild and 
expenſive, was not to be reſtrained by the 
examples or commands of his father from 
viſiting Ruthven-houſe, where he became 
a great favourite with the earl, but more 
particularly with the counteſs: many were 
the truant excurſions for which he was 
ſeverely puniſhed at home—and which 
owed their origin to the fondneſs: of his 
coulin, Who enn his purſe with a li- 

; ee 


- 4 


berality bofdering on profuſion, And 


thus by rendering him independant of his 


father (who continually reprimanded his 
fon and reproach' d his neice) ſhe became 
the oſtenſible cauſe of an irreconcileable 


rupture which happened between them | 


about two years before we went to Liſbon. 


The ſmall-pox has been ſo greatly my 


enemy, you will perhaps ſmile when I tell 
you the Neville's were reckoned a remark- 
able handſome family —Lady Mary you 
know—Lady Ruthven was I think tilt 
handſomer, and James Neville reſembled 
her, both in perſon and manner, after this, 
if you had known Lady Ruthven, you 
would allow it is unneceſſary to add, he 
was a favourite wherever he appeared, 
particularly * the ladies. i 


— 


Too volatile to N yet too faſceptible | 
of paſſion for every neto beauty to eſcape 
the HUT of the blind deity and too cle 
B 1 der 
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ver and ſenkbile. not to ſucceed. in OR at- 
tempts to render himſeff pleaſing, many 
were the reputations that were ſacrificed 


to his inclinations, to his art, and to- his 
vanity. His firſt ambition on entering in- 
to life was to acquire the character of a 
man of gallantry, and feu who are fond of 


being ſo diſtinguiſhed chooſe their noble 


acheivements. in female ruin ſhould: re- 


main untold. In a very ſhort time, ia 
_ eaſy and natural are the progreſſions. of 
vicious habits, the modern man of gallan- 


try became a confirmed libertine, and the 


more dangerous as he had a head to con- 


trive, and a heart to carry into practice, 
the moſt cruel machinations againſt female 
honour. Beauty was his. purſuit, and in- 
nocence bis prey. 


A es who lived in the neigh- 


| bourhood of Neville-abbey, of the name 


of Woodburne, confiding in the integrity 
and Wa reren of IF? uncle Ne- 
198 ville, 


„ 6 WR & EW 


. at bis death lefi him guardian to his 


two children, a fon and a | daughter. 


Miſs Woodburne 1 Was young innocent 


alt beautiful—attrattions, Which in the | 


opinion of young Neville, entirely did 


away the ſacred bond of protection due to· 


an orphan ward of his father's, and of 


the ſanctuary his roof ſhould have ak- 
forded her. „ 


The ſeduQion of this young v woman, it 
was not in his power, or indeed in his. 
wiſh, to conceal. But it was neceſſary ne- 
vertheleſs he fhould abſent himſelf awhile: 
from. the preſence. of an enraged parent. 


You Werdinine was at college when 
the diſgraceful news reached him, he im- 
mediately followed Neville to: London, 
ſent him a challenge, and received. his 
death wound from the ſame hand that 
bad Gilhonoured his ſiſter ; before L lay 
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down my pen, to drop a tear over the me 
mory of thoſe victims to libertiniſm, I muſt 


. inform you that on the news of her bro- 
ther's death, Miſs Woodburne fled from 
the abbey, and was not again heard of 


till her corpſe was brought by Mrs. Anne 


Lg 


Mountford, your late worthy patroneſs, 


from Briſtol hot-wells, to be interred in 


the family vault near her father, at her 


own  Jaſt requeſt, 


Adieu fir, this NEE tory will "TR you 
completely into the character of Mr. James 


Neville, and with it I muſt conclude this 


letter, as I really am at PO? oracle to 
proceed. 
c. B. 


\ 1 5 "FA Wy” , 
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"LE B..E"T. E RK. XXV.-. 
Mrs. Butler in-continuations - 


Soho- Square. 


Eves; this exploit. did not loſe Mr. # 
Neville Lady Ruthven's friendſhip. and 
protection. She ſtill partially extolled the 
few tolerable qualities he poſſeſſed, and 


excuſed, with more than maternal blind 
neſs, actions which were condemned by. 
all he r of the world. e 


The viighs | a of methodifts;, . who 
were by this time become both numer- 
ous and powerful, took up the cauſe of 
young Woodburne, whoſe father, as well 
as: Mr. Neville, ders one of the heads 
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clamour on account of his barbarity to the 


totally deſerted by his father, who was 
among the moſt inveterate of his proſecu- 


of their . : PR wrote 8 ; 
employed council, and entered into aſſo- 


ciations, which rendered the proſecution = 


againſt him a matter of too ſerious a na- 
ture to be either evaded, or trifled with. 
He was ſoon apprehended. The violence 
of party was fo ſtrong againſt him, and the 


ruined female fo univerſal, it was with 
great difficulty that he was admitted to 
bail, when the enormous ſum of ten thou- 
ſand pounds was the lecurity demanded BE 
13 his liberty. | . 


As & time of his trial approached, . 


tors, both Lady Ruthven and himſelf be- 

gan to dread the event, and their fears 

encreaſing with the danger, he at length _ 

quitted the kingdom. by conſent of Lord 

Ruthven, who. generouſly paid the whole 

ſum of ten thouſand pounds in forfeiture 9 
| 1 "his 


3 


his 8 to diſtracton of. 
his lady, every. perſon who was dear to her 
was alſo of importance to him. Money 


with her happineſs, and till further to in- 
dulge her fondneſs for the unworthy fugi- . 
gitive, he agreed to honour his drafts to 
the amount of two hundred guineas a year, 
and continued to allow it to him, till ſome 
events took place which very much re- 
verſed the fortune 5. Mr. ans . 


My nal had the mane to Jak 
his eldeſt ſon within two. years after the 
carl's return from Liſbon, ſo· that the ob— 
Je of his hatred. became the indiſputable. 
heir to his whole eſtate, and fortunate it. - 
was for young Neville chis event did not 
happen while the earl was abroad, for bia 
father's wrath became more irreconcile- 
able, as his power to puniſh him dimi- 
niſned. He conſulted. the firſt lawyers in 
the kingdom, and, miſer as he was in every 

; 1 e 


was a thing he never ſet in competition 
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other Wempe, Tail Kis- treaſures before 
them; the rewards he offered were pro- 5 
fuſe, you cannot therefore doubt that the 


| gentlemen of the long robe exerted their 
utmoſt endeavours to deprive th 
er of his right; but the rank, the power, 
and the friendſhip of the earl of Ruthven 


> wander-- 


exerted in the cauſe of juſtice, proved of 


the moſt eſſential ſervice to Mr. Neville: 
his lordſhip was entirely ignorant on what 
part of the continent this ſtrange man re- 


ſided his reſidence and manner of con- 
duQting himſelf were envelop'd in a my- 


ſtery lord Ruthven felt the leſs inclined 


to penetrate, as the ſpecimens he had hi- | 
therto given of his diſpoſition were ſo very 


unfavourable, that any new diſcoveries 


were rather to be avoided. than ſought ; © 
the only means by which it was poſſible to 
convey to him an account of the ſtate of 


his affairs in England, were through. a 
banker at Paris, to > whom. an Expreſs. Was 


immediately forwarded, which o brought 
Mr. Neville to Sri a OURS RE e 


N * 


Public as is aka as unſtable 


as public favour; time had entirely done 


away all the aggravating circumſtances at- 
tending the ſeduction of Miſs Woodburn, 


and the conſequent death of her brother, 


before Neville's return, and the earl's 

fortune and intereſt were both ſo ſuc- 
ceſsfully made uſe of on the trial, chat he 
was honourably acquitted of the murder, 
and at liberty, if he had choſe it, to con- 
tinue in war native ee e 


He was invited by Lord Ruthven to re- 


fide with him till his father ſhould be no 
more, but he declined making his ſtay 


then in England, as be had ſome affairs 


(he ſaid) to ſettle on the continent which 
would demand his perſonal attendance. 
Yet gratitude, and politeneſs, in which 
laſt at leaſt he was wht no means deficient, 

i 1 would 


j 


: 
ns r — EIA 


— —— 
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would. not permit him to leave his coun- 
try, without paying his devoirs to the 
- counteſs, who was then Yeu ill at | Ruth- 
ven-houſe. . 


- He accordingly accompanied the carb 
home, after the trial, and was met ſome 
miles from Ruthven, by a cavalcade of 
the earl's tenants, who paid him this mark 


of reſpect ' in compliment to their noble : 
e. N 


At 4 the houſe and garden 
(both of which are magnificent) were il- 
luminated in the moſt ſuperb ſtyle, and 
the gates thrown open, for the entertain- 
ment of the populace, whoſe acclamations 
on the road, the elegant groups who were 
aſſembled, by invitation, on purpoſe to- 
congratulate him on the happy event of - 
the trial, the viſible tranſport of the dying 
relation, who had been ſo indulgent to 
the criminal exceſſes of his youth, and 

* laſtly, 


- LY 
by , % 4 * 


laſtly, the modeſt unaffected welcome of 
the young and blooming Lady Mary, aſ- 
ſailing at once a heart ever ppen to the 
impreſfions of vanity, and yielding ta 


beauty, who will be ſurpriſed his was 


conquered by ſuch favour, from ſuch ob- 
jects: his return to. the continent was no 
longer inſiſted on, and all the mighty 


concerns. which prevented his accepting 
Lord Ruthven's invitation to reſide with 


che family, ſettled by a fingle glance from 
Lady * s fine 1. ee ee Datiris 


v4 Mr. N ville 3 at 3 times been 


denen with every ſort of beauty, his 


fickle heart had by turns wore the chains 
of all that might be eſteemed lovely in 
woman, but far different were now the 
ſenſations that filled his ideas to any he; 
had before. experienced ; he, ſaw: his cou- 


fin, and ſeeing. adored her—her beauty 
inſpired him with a paſſion, as new as un 


VET all that he had hitherto ad- 
wired 
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mired in other women, appeared to be 
united in her; he had ſeen the Venus de 
Medecis, and admired the brown beauty 
of that of Colona, but what were theſe in 
compariſon with the charming Lady Mary; 
ber wit at once poignant and pleaſing; 
and the fenſibility beaming from her 
| ſparkling eyes, captivated his underſtand- 
ing, as much as her perſonal attractions 
fired his imagination; then the honours- 
and wealth ſhe was heir to, gratified his 
utmoſt ambition ; here then, at laſt, the 
wanderer was fixed, here was the magnet, 
which only had power to draw to one 
point, that heart which had varied to we. 
pans of the ORR 5 


Pg 


be evening ball was Fin, by: the - 
two couſins, Lady Ruthven would have 
it ſo, and ſaw with tears of pleaſure, as 
ſhe ſat ſupported by pillows in her eaſy 
chair, the admiration they excited; the 
Xt By whe began in feſtivity, ended in the 
. L“ i 


— 


moſt joy ful exhiliration of ſpirts, and the 


company ſeparated to their reſpective a- 
partments .to court that reſt, which was 


only denied to Mr. Neville. 


He had, during his abſence from Eng- 


land, greatly improved his manners and 


underſtanding, without, I fear, bettering 


his heart; he threw himſelf on his bed, ll 
enough diſpoſed for fleep, and abandoned 
himſelf to reflection; it is true he ſaw the 
golden fleece within his graſp, but yet 


difficulties innumerable ſtarted in his way, 


and vain as he was, the improbables in 
his preſent purſuit, ſtruck moſt forcibly 


on his mind, for however willing the earl 
had been to adopt the partiality of his 


lady, he could not help allowing, that it 


was not to be hoped either of them would 


be ſo prejudiced in his favour, as to diſ- 


— 


regard a ſingle point eſſential to the hap- 


pineſs of their only child, and he had not 


only to court mY affections of a young 


Woman 


9 
9 
y 
15 
105 
5 


Tones. 


— W 


? 


a>? 


= 7 3 þ * 
4 R s * ens, 0 \ 
2 1 e N | G N ; | 8 


woman of faſhion, whoſe natural good 
ſenſe, as well as her familiar intercourſe 
with the great world, would render her no 
very eaſy conqueſt, but he had alſo to com- 
bat with the fixed, andperhaps unfavoura- 
ble; opinion of her parents, who he feared, 


too probably would conſider the patron- 


izing a wild relation, and the giving him 


their darling daughter, in two very diffe- 


21 


rent lights; but Mr. Neville, although he 


had in reſpedt to Lady Mary, certainly a 
heart to love, had alſo, as I before ob- 
| ſerved, a head fertile in contrivance, and 
nil deſperando was his favourite motto; 
every interview during his ſtay at Ruth- 


ven, added to, and confirmed his paſſion ; 


for his fair couſin, and had it not been for 
the conſolation, and hope his remarks on 
the manners and difpoſition of the family 


gave him, he has ſince often declared he 


5 


would have ended his life at her feet. 


#5 Lady 


#6 NN 3% 21 


him, however, prevented him from having 
the dreadful ſin of ſuicide added to the 
long catalogue of his vices, and he, Who 


well knew when to ſeize the yielding mo- 


ment, threw himſelf at her feet, confeſſed 
at once his love and demerits, yet pleaded 
the fond violence of his paſſions, and im- 


plored her ſanction to his addreſſing her 


daughter, in the ſame breath that he 
vowed not to outlive her rejection. * 


The ſarpriſe i into which * erb ; 


| threw her ladyſhip, was no. ſooner. ſub- 


ſided, than the fondneſs ſhe: had always 
felt for her young couſin, returned in full 


force ; his paſſion for her beloved child; 
was by no means an unpardonable offence, 


and ſhe immediately recollected, that as 
all the great Neville eſtates muſt centre. 


in him, he would by that means be, in 
point of affluence, the greateſt offer that 
her daughter had hitherto received, nor 
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gauan it be ſuppoſed, that among the agree- 


ables which opened to Lady Ruthven's 
view on this occaſion, the uniting the 
wealth of her on family, to the ſplendor 
of her lord's, were forgotten. Mr. Neville 
| was untitled, but would not that circum- 
ſtance render his alliance the more ac- 
ceptable to Lord Ruthven, who was ex- 
ceſſively attached to his family honours? 

could their future ſon-in-law poſſibly ob- 
jekt to taking the name and title of the 
earl, when ſuch noble fortunes would be 
blended in ſupport of his dignity? Neville 
had to be ſure been wild, very wild, but 
his good heart, of which Lady Ruthven 
entertained no doubt, and his fine under- 
ſtanding, which all the world allowed, 
were unqueſtionable ſureties that his pro- 
feſſions of reformation were ſincere. 


- Thoſe arguments in favour of Mr. Ne- 
ville's pretenſions, having the folid ad- 
: vantage of ſamily intereſt to back them, 

. . 


„ 23 
vere no ſooner acceded to by Lady Ruth- 
ven, then they were approved of by her 
lord, whole defires, withes, and e 

|. were Aw the reſult of _ 


8 


Fbe declining? health i very precari- 
ous exiſtence of Lady Ruthven, added to 
her earneſt deſire to Tee the marriage, be- 
tween the two perſons ſo dear to her, take 
place, furniſhed pleas for bringing the 
treaty to a ſpeedy concluſion, which Mr. 
Neville did not fail to turn to his ans 
YO. ) DOLL | TH, 


3 +a oath obſerve, that in no ſtage of 
this buſineſs, were Moncraſs, his preten- 
ſions, or Lady Mary's former attachment 
to him, mentioned; the match with her 
couſin was propoſed to her under the 
avowed: ſanction of a dying mother, the 
approbation of a reſpected and beloved 
father, the wiſhes of the families on both 
des, excepting only Mr, Neville's father, 
- FRY who 
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who ever 85 aa? 0 the | 
moſt ardent and reſpectful proteſtations of 
the inviolable affections of a young man, 
who had always a ſufficient degree of art 
to bring his fine perſon and accompliſh- 
ments very forward on the canvas, while 
he had cunning to hide the n of 
his foul 1 in the back kno 


Clocks, equipage, e ſlender, | 
5 poſſeſſion, and titles in reverſion, were 
the brilliant apendages to this alliance, 
and having obtained a kind of indolem: 
conſent, extorted rather than given, to 
Her mother's earneſt wiſh from Lady Mary, 
the lover departed to the continent, to 
ſettle his affairs—poſhbly to get rid of a 
> miſtreſs, and lady Ruthven, now fonder 

of life than ever, engaged that herſelf and. 

family ſhould meet him at Montpelier, 
but death, the long expected finale to that 
| Lach 8 een Put a n o Vs: 5 
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exiſtenge Ani a PR c after wir. ö 


e left Ne apo 


Ana now, * ne up , at peri to 


oblige my daughter; I would wiſh her, as 
thank heaven, ſhe is recovered, to re- 


ſume it; and purſue the hiſtory of lady 
Mary Neville; but the encroacher begs 
me-te-bring it down to the preſent time; 
and as ſhe poſſeſſes in a very full degree 
the power of carrying every. point wih 
me; I ſhall, in a poſt or two proceed in 
my narrative; and deſire you will, in the 
mean time, rank in the 3 of our 
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1 ADY a 8 d Plenged cls 
Earl, who tenderly loved her, into ſuch 
an exceſs of grief; chat it was feared he 
would not long ſurvive her; Lady Mary 
was alſo extremely affected; but young 
minds have ſo much to hope in the future, 
and thoſe of the Earl's experience and 
time of life ſo little, that there was all the 
difference in the world in their manner of 
feeling the death of the Counteſs: The 
Earl's grief grew ſtronger as Lady Mary's 
gave way ; time, by degrees, weaned her 


| memory from a mother who was always 
„„ Oe er 


$ FF 
. an zuvslid, or im nerſed i in diſſipa- 
tion; While it perpetually, repreſented to 
biew [the, ſweet companion, of his youth, the 
an he eſfeemed, the; wiſe. be adored; 
Ky: his nervous ſyſtem ſuffered ſo much, 
chat it vas now, neceſſary, on account of 
lis health, * pate re. JAVrnEK ſhoul 
be taken. 1% Donih 301 Pty bated 
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1 Neville heard with extreme xe „ 
* loſs he had ſuſtained ; he haſtened 
with a mixture of anxiety and feax, to 
Montpellier; where he waited, as you may. 
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Bd Mary Felt little inclination to- 
vards the completion ef Mer engagements; 
but what as a father's advice; only, while 
| her mother. lived, 15; Vas no ſhe 1. Was , no 
more, an abſolute command; Hg lle 5 
n, tranſports of grief, and paſſion, 
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- wi che injunftions of his beloved with 
and perhaps a ſuſpicion that ſhe intended 
10 protrad, if not wholly avoid the mar- 
riage, Awrried their journey to the con- 
tinent; where, as 1 before ſaid; 4. by 
their deſire met them; and in eight days 
after our arrival; the marriage was cele- 
brated with the utmoſt privacy, on ac- 
Count of our recent loſs: Our mourning 
vas laid aſide one day in compliment to 
the living, and it was reſumed the'next in 
INNS to the "ng: | 
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received a ſummons, to attend the — 
* ow er ee 


— 
a 
48 

4 


. 
p 7 . 
* * 7 \ 

. . vi T: 

" 1 ? 


* 


V own heart ho fo uren i re 55 


row, and I was at that time ſo ill qualified 
"to comfort others; chat 1 was ſatisfied it 
Has in kindneſs to me, Lady Mary had dif. 
penſed with my company, in her hours of 
retirement. * —_ ; However, ſo natural 
N for 


* 


a e to wiſh fox a companion of her 
own ſex, chat I Was pot. ſurpriſed. at her 
me ** N N 4 | $7} 4 


1 found WE penſwely looking at a mi- 


| A which ſhe held in her hand; ſhe 
motioned to a chair without ſpeaking, and 
N 1 J was ſeated, turned the face of the 
picture towards me, when 1 difcovered, 
with aſtoniſhment, it was Moncraſs. 


It is (ſaid ſhe, deeply fighing) three 
years ſince 1 ſaw this obdurate face; I 


am now on the point of avowing loye and 
obedience to another. I ſent for you, 


dear Conſtance, to indulge myſelf in the 
ſad pleaſure of ſpeaking, for the laſt time, 
of that unfortunate man—does he yet 


exiſt have you ever heard any tidings 


of him ?—does he? but do not tell me if 


he does; it is now too late, were I .con- 


vines 1 yet held a place in his heart, for 
ibs . 3 7 me 
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me to think of bim with-ianocence—yo! 
are ſurpriſed—you- thought the. AIRY 
feenesof diffipation, and'pleaſure, in which 
1 have been engaged; the number of men 
who have affected to figh for me, and his 
cruel adherence to rectitude, had eraſed 
him from my memory; you are miſtaken; 
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between fight, and wrong, loft, whe 


wy 


all ſenſe of delight muſt be dead in my 


boſom, when it ceaſes to throb at the ſight 


of this picture; all power to-diſtinguiſh 

| I for- 
get his honour, his misfortunes, and his 
ſelf-denial; it was not a common attath- 
ment, could give me courage to offer my- 
ſelf to his acceptance: No Conſtance 


nor was it a common object who inſpired 
that attachment. I ſaw the young hero 
ſuperior to misfortune; he had loſt his fa- 


mily honours, and inheritance but his 
firm ſoul was all 'itfelf, and the chief of 
the firſt houſe in Scotland, dignified the 


paltry promotion which/he had more than 


pegs when I felt "Wy heart inbaluntae 


« 
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rily OT to his. 3 eyes, it Vas, not 


merely to the object of my choice; it was 
to the brave. man ſtruggling with adver- 

fity—to the hero, whofe fame ſhould have 
reached the heavens 3 His rejection of me, 
which this letter contains, would have 
drawn me after him, to the verge of the 
earth, had I been in poſſeſſion of an in- 
dependant fortune; but eertain my father 
would never receive a proſcribed rebel 


for his ſon that my mother's heart would 


have broken, and that I ſhould, not only 


incumber his narrow circumſtances, , but 


perhaps, by. uniting my fate to his, draw 
the further vengeance of providence on 


his guiltleſs head, for taking a parricide to 
his heart; what could I do but give him 
up? and now, my dear Conſtance, anſwer 


my firſt Wee. does he bein if 
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the pleaſure to bear he was in health, but 
1 1 0 he bad not wrote to us. | 


wen, Fad 5 8 a falling. tear 
with the picture; I rejoice he is well, but 
— ſhe hefitated and bluſhed—and. after a 
pauſe eaten VV 


Ob 1 . a report, a kind 
of whiſper— and her agitation was ſo 
great, her voice; imperceptibly to herſelf, 
drop'd fo low, I could but ry hear her 

5 articulate—* that he 1 is. ec | 


| As ſhe had not before 8 the 
name of Moncraſs, I had not thought it | 
proper, on my part, to revive a ſubjedt, I 
had every reaſon to fuppoſe ſhe had ceaſed 
to remember. But now, that the manner 
ih which ſhe had made her enquiry. con- 
vinced me, fhe'had ſtill an intereſt in the 
fortunes of Mr. Moncraſs; I was about to 
inform her of "AE particular, that had 
„ reached 


reached us, concerning his marriage; hut 


as ſoon as I had confirmed the report ſhe- 
had heard—Enough—enough, (cried ſhe) 


with quickneſs, if he is but happy, and. | 


content—ſhe ſtopped. and gave vent to a 


guſh of tears, and with an affecting dig 


nity in her manner this picture, couſin, 
(faid ſhe): no matter how Lcame by i. 
it coſt me ſome pains, and expence; and: 
this letter, you remember it.— It was that 
the colonel ſent her at parting. They are 
very dear to Mary Ruthven; but, Mary 


Neville ſhouldibe a ſtranger to the emo 


tions! they occaſion take therefore the 


dear, dangerous reliques; do not deſtroy: 


them, but iE-you-outlive me, and · ean do» 
it with propriety, lay them on-my. boſom 


—let-theny, be buried with me; and then. 
preſſing them to her lips, and to her-heart, 


ſhe gave them into. my poſſeſſion and af- 


ter affectionatehy embracing me, retired to 


her-cloſet: I: ſaw-herno more till ſhe was: 


attired for the altar next morning, when 


the gave her hand to Mr, Neville. 


Cs. Never: 
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Never have 1 ſeen in any man, ſuch an 
unbounded, ſuch a frantic joy, as that 
Which appeared to agitate the bride- 
groom, both during the ceremony, and 
after it was concluded. T he whole of his 
behaviour indeed, from the inſtant the 
indiſſoluble knot was tied, to the moment 
when it pleaſed God to call him to him- 
io favoured 25 iv 95 RO ot 1895 "1 
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Aber hs n of its Earl, at bis 
daughter, to winter at Montpellier; but 
the ſpirit of Neville might be truly ſaid to 
be a perturbed one: ever reſtleſs and diſ- 
ſatisfied; a ſuperſtitious perſon would cer- 
tainly ſay the injured ghoſts of young 


Woodburne and his ſiſter, haunted him ; 


many of the diſmal relations, every coun- 
try village abounds in, had not, I dare to 


fay, dun apr en grounds an en 


Neville hated, he ſaid, Montpellier; he 
longed to retire into Rutlandſhire; where * 
the Earl had preſented him with the ine _ 
old ſeat, where you was firſt introduced to 
Lady Mary; nor would he ſuffer them to: 

reſt, till he had carried his point, in ſepe- | 
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MN: his wite from her father. l 15 
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I have great reaſon to ibelievs, the 
Earl very early ſaw the wretched choice 
the Counteſs, and himſelf had made for 
their child; yet, when I conſider his 
haughty temper, I cannot ſufficiently ad- 
mire the patience, and forbearance of his 
conduct to- Neville; he endeavoured by. 
gentle, and perſuaſive means, to ſoothe the 
ſavage ferocity of a temper, which ought,. 
in common poliey, to have been ſubſervi-. 
ent to him; and when he found that im 
poſſible, always took care to let his giving 
up his own wiſh, appear like the conſe-. 
quence of a convittion that he was wrong 
in * to avoid any ming, that might =. 
ne e . er 1 
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> lead tofuture akicrcations; ; 10 every day 5 
experience of Neville's unhappy diſpoſi- 
tion, added to the anxiety; of his mind; 

\ would, J really believe, have put an end 
to his life; had he not ſuffered him- - 


ſelf to be perſuaded to. ſubmit to the ſe- 


Roſen ſo e deſired 1 Neville. % 


As 0 Lady Pa Bk huſband 
broke out into paſſions. that transformed 


him to a fury; which, after he had once 
dropt the maſk, happened on the moſt tri- 


vial occaſions—I have ſeen. her ſtand 

. aghaſt; cold ſbivering fits would ſeize her 

whole frame, the blood forſook her 
checks ; ; and, till relieved by a ſhower of 
tears, ſhe would look the nn. of 


- deſpair. 


Then, his tranſports would be as violent 


another way; he fell at her feet, addreſſed 
her by the moſt endearing epithets; wept 
n, laid che blame c on the climate, the 

| 7 * 


15 
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place; ad the people; all of whom he de 


nee Ap: Ape all be on) 


To ae IP go, gr, ſaid the Earl; 


1 one of thoſe extraordinary ſcenes: 


but beware how you continue to give way 
to the wicked violence of your temper; 
Lady Mary's life ſhall not be ſacrificed to 
a lunatic.. Alarmed at this threat, he af 


fected a perfect reſignation to the will of 


Lord Ruthven; in a moment, the har= 


mony of his. features returned; he en- 
treated pardon, proiniſed- to ſubdue his 


were no longer together) he was the hum... 


ble, the inſinuating, Neville, we = r | 


him before his e 


1 


aa dd walt n me to aa whe hw | 


7 father, at Montpellier his Lordſhip, as 
eearneſtly preſſed me to accompany his 


daughter; and my own inclinations bent 
e England, where my eldeſt ſon, 


\ 
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(whom 1 bad not e almoft: foo bis 
birth) was under the care of his ee 
mother; but Lord Ruthven's ill ſtate of 
bealth, ſo affected his amiable, (and as 
the ſcrupled not to call herſelf to me) his 
miſerable daughter; that I relinquiſhed 
my own deſire to return home, in com- 
paſſion to her: I ſaw how her affedtionate 
heart hung on her father, how ſevere” the 
confli&- between duty to her buſband, 
and filial fondneſs for a beloved parent: 
hat! ſaid ſhe, claſping my neck, is it 
not enough, his child her whoſe whole 
life would have been too happy, ſpent in 
che delightful offices of ſoothing his pain- 
ful hours, and attending his ſick couch, 
ſhould be torn from his dear parental 


arms, but muſt every body deſert him? 


to you, ſtay with my father; it will be a 
comfort to me, MY "Oe * —_— g 
4 ns no n 
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Ahl my poor couſin, thought I; thy 
comforts are reduced to a very narrow com- 
; paſs. I complied with her entreaties, and 
it is now a great ſatisfaction to me that I 
ſo. The poor Earl was very near link= 
ing under the: ſorrows of his heart, and 
the diſorders of his body; we ſtaid two 
years on the continent; rambling from 
air, to air, at the diſcretion of our phyſi- 
cians, and then returned to England; the 
Earl much mended in health, but di- 
rated at the accounts we heard from 
others, for Lady Mary never complained 
of her nde enn and un 8 * 
| me r e 20 ene ee 


1 « "> , 3 : ; 
5 p: ; f 1 | | 
13 9 bs 14 a . 1 8 N 4. Sn * — 
1 z 3 . 74 4 $; 1 þ wah 1 1 : F- & y 145 Ll 
+ - * 


A  Totrace this OR 88 n e 
extravaganc ies of his condutt; would be 
WO | IRE eee WP . 
2 11 3 151181 + 4 ry. Fe QT Ait 1 6 
That Neville loved his Wife" to u de 
gree of adoration, I vill not det but it 
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was the fre: of Herod "A his Marihtme; „ 
it was rage, fury, and ſuſpicion; a glance 
of common civility, marked the perſon 
| on'whom 1 it was beſfowed for hatred! and 
revenge; he inſiſted on her confining her- 
ſelf to her apartments, firſt at Belle Vue; 
and after bis father's death, at Neville 
abbey; he allowed her no ſociety, and 
even her books, were often in his mad 
| fits taken away. JShe loves not me he 
wouldfay.; I know I am the object of her 
| hatred; ſhe delights not in my ſociety, L 
_ ama baſiliſk to her eyes; and ſhall I, 
who doat on her, ſuffer her to know plea- 
ſure when Þ am on the rack? no, I am 
miſerable, let her be alfo wretched. 
Wicked wretch! how. impotent was thy 
malice ? my friend found that reſource in 
ber own boſom, conſcience denied thee ; 
She received: his. injuries with all the 
calm fortitude of heroic patience; ſhe 
firmly relied that providenee would ei- 


© ther put an end to her misfortunes, or 
* e * ſupport 


MW ES ac 0 
— Wi Y * 


ad 


« animating: hope, ſhe ſeemed to feel lefs 


« for herſelf, then for the author. of * 
« n buf 
f 1 Kutte en, leſs patient than his 
unhappy daughter; often vainly implored 
her to leave the barbarian, and put her- 
ſelf under his protection; and aſter bear- 
ing ſome years with Neville's attrocious 


behaviour, merely to enjoy the ſad privi- 
ledge of weeping. over his lovely child, 
two or three times in the year; worn out 
at length with vexation, and unable to 


prevail on her to ſeperate herſelf from her 
unworthy huſband; he gave up that poor 
conſolation, and retired to Ruthven-houſe. 


1 muſt not omit. informing you, Mifs Julia 
Neville was born in the firſt year of thoſe _ 


app ae 
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1 Joby. any one to account Ce: it, n | 
Nn. never gave a reaſon for any of 9 
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his freaks; but I, wh drafted hit 1 
ſome how in tolerable eſtimation with 
him; but the utmoſt advantage J could 
make of his favour, was to prevail on him 
to ſuffer me to ſpend one month with my 
conſm every year; during that whole pe- 
; 8 the man was in agonies 3 he could 
not bear we ſhould be a moment alone to- 
gether; fearing, as he confeſſed, I ſhould 
inform her of ſome. nonſenſe, the Ou 
might et ee bim. 
Ne | TH f 13 
| he es was, W nike 3 in- 
# 33 but I was too much intereſted 1 in | 
the peace of Lord Ruthven, - and my 
friend; to repeat to either, what I could 
not r hearing: There was nothing vile 
in man, which common ſame did not im- 
pute to him; innumerable were the ſtories 
circulated of his conduQ, both towards 
his wife, and many others; ſome true, 
and (as is generally the caſe,) ſome falſe ; 
4 nay, it was once ce ſaid, a young 
n 1 | foreigner 


FI 


"As; 


foreigner. followed him to England, and 
claimed him as her lawful huſband; but | 


the matter after making a great noiſe, was 
e huſhed ap, no e knew how. 
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95 1 Bt! my: own. Pg 1 nere bim eas | 
able of any thing, where he was ſure of 
his own ſafety: For when any danger 


immediately threatened himſelf, there did 
not breathe a more abjett ſpirit; and yet 


he was, at his outſet in life, ſaid not to | 


ate but n | ren . ir, n 
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conduct to thei 18 never did a a fon 
mother exilt ; her obedience to the will 
of her huſband: was implicit; but it was 
the obedience of principle, not affection; 


and was accompanied with a cold and 
feigned ſolemnity; which enraged Neville 


more than oppoſition; or perverſeneſs 
could have done; 1 have often beard him 
8 | ſwear, 
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Twear; if ſhe: would: take Me trouble to 


_ contradiat Nu he ſhould: be agg ed 


never did. 0 n F nN 0 
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At 1 as ED the doom of 


| his life, in rendering himſelf terrible to | 
his family, hatefut to fociety, and con- 


temptible to the world; he took cold by 
plunging into a river, as he was endea- 
vou ring to eſcape” from his on game 
keeper, who had caught him in the att of 
ſedueing his wife; the man either did not, 
or pretended he did not know who the de- 


linquent was; but purfued him to the 


brink of the river, with an oaken towel, 


which in the chace he had freely uſed: 
The water was both deep and rapid, and his 
career of wickedneſs had been then ended, 
had he not called aloud: on his ſervant to, 


fave his maſter, in the hearing of ſeveral 


paſſers by; who ran to his aſſiſtance, and 


preſerved | him from immediate death: 


But the effect of this accident, if it might 
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'be bo EY was, an obs equaliy 
ſure; the cold fixed'on hislangs, an in- 
flammation followed, which.terminated in 


what! is fled. a galloping ae ar 


The 3 4 bis e ol this 


death-bed retroſpett of an ill-ſpent life. 
vere in Mr. Neville ſo truly terrible, ſo 


ſhocking to humanity, that I haſten from 
the recollection of a ſcene, from which 
affrighted nature recoils. My couſin, at 


his deſire, ſent for me to comfort him s 


poor wretch! had I not a ſtronger motive, 
ſo much did I abhor him, I really believe 
1 ſhould have e his ſummons. 
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The next 3 aft " the un- 
accountable Neville, was to ſend for his 
wiſe, to his bed fide; and there ſolemnly 
<ntreat ſhe would comply with' a requeſt, 


on which his preſent and eternal peace, 
he ſaid, depended; which he conjured her 
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The end of this man was ſontilike: every 
other perſon, 1 had ſeen in that awful 
fituation; one felt ſo much terror, and 
ſo little regret, that all the ſoſtening, and 
forgiving powers of a deathbed influence 


were annihilated: loſt in the horror f 


me ſeene; the ſweetneſs of Lady Mary's 
dliſpofition, and his adjurarions for the 
Take of her child would certainly have 
prevailed on her to ohe him, had I nt 
- been preſent ; 1 bid him name his wifi, 


before he extorted her promiſe to fulkl it: 


le gave me a look 


and finding 
he declined anſwering, informed us, his 
modeſt; requeſt was, that ſhe would pro- 
miſe never to marry ne Was filent —— 


An 1 aid he, groaning, toO well I know 
Jou will; Moncraſs, your beloved Men- 


erafs, will be your huſband; you ever 


| tated N eville {—Oh! * e me 


that 


4 e * 


chat che curſed Moncraſs Mall not 10 your 
choice; 1 leave you the whole wortd'be- 
; nden! 1 promiſe; ptome n hy 
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_ me name of Moneraſt. vas an eleQri- 
cal ſhock to us both ; we looked at each 
other, for information; it was long ſince 
'T had even thought! l Him; he had not 
once, ſince her matriage. been the ſub- 
Jett of our enquiry,” or converſation; nor 


had we an idea Neville ugg or had wg 


Heard of him. e 


Mono? cried Lady Mary, abt 


where is he, does he 15 exiſt? 


Barbet! an Neville, is it thus 


you obey your huſband ?—thus you com- 


ply with my dying injunftions ?—between, 


conſternation and terror, Lady 2320 192555 


into my arms. 
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died the ſame evening. Oh! may none 
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An mi he, as the FEAR 79% 
1 ſuffered him to ſpeak; re- 
vive, myadeareſt Mary, my poor, Cd. 
he could then ſay no more, the hiccup 
and convulſions came on; pray for me— 


pity me Oh! had I not loved as never 


mortal loved; the horrors of this mo- 
ment had been ſpared me !—and. then, 
but why ſhould 1 ſhock my nature, or 
-your's with the Frightful deſcription—he 


of our latter ends be like bis. ; 
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Ms. Butler in continuation. 
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daughter deſired I would take the firſt 
convenient opportunity, to finiſh the hi- 
ſtory of General, and Lady Mary Mon- 
-raſs; I was ſorry to underſtand from 


her, you were indiſpoſed; but hope this 
letter, if it does not find you perfectly re- 


covered, will, as you ſay you are ſo much 
intereſted in the ſtory, be a means of dif- 


pelling for awhile, the ennui of your very 


Py. life. 


: Wu HEN 9 5 left Groveſnor-ſtreet, * 
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What 1 TER RO Be to ſay, will not 
take up ſuch an enormous pacquet as the 
laſt you may believe it is no ſmall grief 
to me to reflect, that ſome other bio- 
grapher, may have to conclude the re- 
markable eccurences of my friend's life, 

when I am perhaps no more. It is, in- 
deed, very diſtreſſing to me, who have 
known, and felt with my friend, all her 
Hopes, and fears; when providence has 
removed every obſtacle to her happineſs; 
to ſee that any ſhould ariſe from the wick- 
edneſs of man—more wounding to her 
peace, then all that has paſt; could my 
Hiſtory have left her, in the quiet enjoy- 
ment of the felicity, ſhe ſo eminently de- 
ſerves, I ſhould conclude it with pleaſure : 
yet, if whatever | is, is right” why ſhould 
we murmur? 


Lord Ruthwoni you wilt conclude, was 
not long before he embraced his daughter; 
Bis youth _— to be renewed, and he 

bore 


1 


ore the ſatigue of travelling poſt; two 
hundred miles, without once getting out 
of his carriage, with the ſpirit of five and 
Twenty= Lady Mary flew. to im—T am 
reſtored. to my father, cried ies! * 
Zainted ; in his arms. 
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= hap Sia ſaid | the Kal aethedes 


*overed, - wh at haſt thou not ſuffered 


how dear has thy obedience. coſt thee, 


but never more will 1 attempt to bias 


the intlination of my child — never op- 
poſe the wiſh of her heart. that heart 


where patience, fortitude, and honour, 
have their reſidence, cannot feel an impro- 
per impulſe ; thy will, my daughter, ſhall 
in future be thy ſather's— need I ſay that 
in this hour of heartfelt gratulation, I alſo 
Had MP ſhare of the mes Earl's e 
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We left Lond Wa at the abbey 18 


1 undertook to appoint proper people : 
a0 ſettle Mr. Neville's affairs, -and ſet of 
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in his cartidie to e where ve 
ed till the Hs nne „ 


The Alanze man could not be per- 
I Madedto make a will; he had lived in ſuch 


a contracted way, that he had not ſpent 


the tenth of his income; and what was 
very odd, and will ſerve to ſhew you the 


extreme abſurdity of his character; al- 


though his domeſtic affairs were con- 


: ducted with great parſimony, there were 
many thouſand pounds, in each of his 
ſtewards hands, which had been ſuffered 
j to accumulate from year, to ye ar, without 


\ 


intereſt, from the time he came into the 


Neville eſtates, till his death; his per- 
ſonals were therefore very large, but the 
eſtates paſſed to a diſtant branch of the 
family in right of male inheritance; theſe 


matters were ſoon adjuſted, and in a few 


months, we conſidered the paſt troubles, 


e as foils to our preſent happineſs; 
. divided our time between Ruthven, 
| and 
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Belle-Vue, * I. Knew not of a wiſh t 
cen, 1 eulen AD Srl 

It wee a0 one af our excurfions to 
the latter place, when my eldeſt ſon, who. 


* 


was then on a vifit to you, and his bro- 


ther, came to * his ee to ar 
Conſtance, ſaid ſhe, ſmiling, it is time 
Edward ſhould go abroad; it would cer- 
tainly raiſe. a laugh were we to travel in 


his ſuite; but (again ſmiling) we might 
| give. him the meeting. Edward Was 


PF. £4 


in rapualres; at the idea. 


nr 


5 e 1 0 5 Fb ſeldom take 
Portugal in their tour, continued Lady 
Mary—— Why not, madam, (ſaid Ed. 
ward) if to form a proper judgment of 
men, and manners, be the object of che 
grand tour, hy ſhould Portugal be paſſed 
Nay, 1 know not, replied Lady 
D 3 5 Mary 


or. 1 * 1 
* . $ CE "> VN. ; K 


Mary, and turning to me, I ſhould think, 
couſin, ſome uſeful diſeoveries, or at leaſt 

„ 006 might we Rs, even in ge 
e e ee HATTIE ee 2] 


<A cable N 120% M ry, T allow. 
anſwerd I, but as to their ufe; you will 
| pardon me. Don't be a prude in your 
old-age, couſin, faid ſhe; 1 am reſolved 
to de a traveller | in ine ere 
5 * ii; teln og mon ban 
1 Ard much not, but as Edvard 
fays, Portugal may lay in the way 'of the 
grand tour; and, as in that cafe, we may 
as well begin, as end there why not ſend 
him to reconnoitre; a good general, cou- 
fin, will always know the ſtate of che 
country through which he is to make his 
way. — And a ſmart aid-du-camp, in- 
terrupted Lady Mary, is no bad acquiſi- 
_ tion to the moſt Experienced commander; 
but a thought has juſt ſtruek me, will do 
better, than ſending this poor lad in queſt 
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VF 


bility, he fancies himſelf perfectly quali- 
fed, to fight windmills, and relieve: diſs 


trelſed damſels, 5 0 vn ert 10 


ne Mary was not quite ſo ined 
in this matter, as I had always found her 
for the truth is, the thought had not juſt 
ſtruck her, it had been long planned, and 
digeſted; and only waited a.proper period 
be put in execution; you, Mr, Harley, 
muſt remember an abſence of your wor- 
thy tutor for ſome months; —he was, I 
need not tell you, a man of ſtrict 1 
and ſolid n. 


a 1 1 


5 dg? Meth, was one among the 


many who paid their reſpeQs to Lady 


Mary on her return to Belle-Vue; ſhe 


- had been honoured in her younger days, 
with the friendſhip of the Ruthven family, 
when they occaſionally viſited that part of 
the world ; and ſhe was now, particularly 

Ds: anxious, 
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anxious, to be the W of her 
ladyſhip for you: my daughter Butler; 
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her niece, was alſo at that time under her 


protection; I perfectly remember her 


bringing you both with her, attended by 
Mr. Allen, to the old dne nee 1 85 


Ru ſtands. {4 


e Montford'w Was one ot thoſe Maio : 


| who kept up the credit of a ſingle life, by 
her urbanity, and good temper ; ſhe be- 
came ſuddenly, ' a prodigious favourite 
with Lady Mary; and at laſt it came out— 


mat the reſult of all their cloſetings, was 


the commiſſion my couſin gave Mr. Allen 


to go to Liſbon in purkuit of Moncraſs ; 


he was now in waiting for his final in- 
ſtructions; and as ſoon as ſhe had 


 troduftory ſpeech) ſhe directed a ſervant. = 
_ toinform Mr. Allep, ſhe wiſhed to ſee 


He 
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He immediately appeared, and 


ing furniſhed with proper creden- 


tlals, began his journey to Liſbon the 
next morning his commiſſion was to 


make every, poſſible enquiry reſpeding 


Colonel Moncraſs his circumſtances 
ſituation in life but above all, his do- 


meſtic engagements. We returned as ſoon 
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as he had departed to Ruthven; and there 
waited, with no ſmall impatience, on the 
part of Hoes, Mars s the reſult of his 
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Our ürſt bas vt „ ue, 


chat the General was returned to Liſbon, 
older, and perhaps wiſer, but not richer, 


then when in his youth he had left it; 
| with the addition of a young ſon. to n 
e and 1 foy, (0 of his pay. 


A ers in 


8 Fry lot nis wife, in Ms: . 
| ing. her ſon into the, world, within the 
ft bert of their marriage; : Don Se- 


* 1 baſtion, 
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bation, * father, a hale Haber 'of 5 
| fifty-lix, after his daughter's" death, tobk 
it into his head to ſupply her place, by 
taking a young bride—when an old man 
once adopts a whim of this kind, he is fel- 
dom over- nice in his choice a buxom 
laſs, daughter to one of his ſubalterns, 
happening to ſtrike his fancy, he honoured 
her with his hand and ſhe in return, 
brought him heirs in plenty to his large 
fortune; whom ſhe took care ſhould not 
only inherit the governor's riches, but al- 
Jo engroſs his affections and thus was 
poor Moncraſs, and his ſon, cut off from 
7 all g g ee N Don en | 


The General, Altered at e 
from the governor, his health impaired 
by the climate, and tired of a fituation; 
where his honour would not ſuffer him to 
grow rich, applied for a recall; and our 
enquirer found him at a ſmall village, : 
within a few . of Liben; ; where 
5 8 {Re 
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other fugitive families, his countrymen, 


who had alſo been in the Portugueſe ſer- 
vice were ſettled; living with great fru- 
gality, and ſupplying to his ſon, the place 
of a n he had not ability to 9 
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lady Mary ks Aifpatched the i in- 
cloſed letter: which with its anſwer, witt 
render this a tolerable large packet—I 
ſhall therefore take the opportunity, of 
| . it, and am yours . 
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Coxs TAN CE BUTLER» 
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Lal 1 "ay Neville, to 3 aum, ny. 
__ in the preceding. 8 


g L Ruthven-houſe.. 


TOE ro +: 
My FO General, 


danke years are. now. 1 1 
ſince the moſt generous of men, rejected 
the affeRionate heart of Mary Ruthven ; 
I have the letter he then wrote, now be- 
fore me; my honour, my happineſs, and 
that of my parents, were pleas that were 
_ _offered—in oppoſition to the feelings of 
his own heart—to the fondnefs of mine 
thoſe pleas he told me, were. founded on 
the everlaſting rule of right, from which 
7 well knew he would not deviate.—— 
Oh! thou miſtaken caſuiſt could the | 
ate, which thy unrelenting obſtinacy 8 


— 


— 


poſed me to, have been known to the 
the days years of. ſorrow I have endured 
the infults and indignity I have ſuf- 
fered - loſt to tlie bleſſings of mutual af- 
lection, to the joys of ſociety; and to the 
endearments of my honored parent —a 


captive in the land of freedom edded 
to a man my heart abhorred—while every 
tender ſentiment of my ſoul floated (tho* 


hopeleſs) on fancy's airy: pinions in pur- 
ſuit of thee—couw'dſt thou have known 

this, at a time when thy ſympathy would. 
not condole, and could not relieve me; 
if I know thee, Moncraſs—and L think Þ 


do, thy anguiſh would have been inſup- 


portable but it is paſt and my heart, 
my unalienable heart, which abandoned 
by thee, has, by turns ſwelled with grief, 
and ſunk in e now. ſeeks 1 


with thine, * 


Wealth, "I 1 a Moncraſs wilt 
e he is indeed above it ; but he 
once 
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G ND S. 


once feared to reduce bis Mary to win 0 
fortunes ſhe exults it is now in her 


power, with conſent of her father, to raiſe 


him to hers. He is an alien to his coun- 
try. What is country but a name? a 
ſound, a nothing. Are not the bounte- 
ous fruits of the ever- teeming earth, every 
where diſpenſed ? do not the dews of 


heaven fall, and one juſt God reign over 


the whole creation ?—the country of a 


"virtuous man is. that where he can live, 

_ -. vith leaſt offence to his maker, and moſt 
benefit to his fellow creatures; and as to 
me, what are climes, country, kindred; 


to the poſſeſſion of the man I love? ſay 


then, Moncraſs, will you, now at laft, alk 
ſtorms ſubſided, and peace within our 


reach, accept your Mary's once more of- 
fered band? invite her to your retirement 
—ſay but ſhe will be welcome — and be- 


lieve her already on the wing to him ho 


Nd ever been the 10 and loft * on 


1 Maar Navius, 
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Ws: ſhall T ſay to you, moſt love. 
ly, and moſt beloved of women ? how re- 
concile you to yourſelf, for having made 
the noble and generous offer your letter 
contains? or to the wretched Moncraſs 
for rejeQing it? Ah ! my adored Mary, | 
were then thy beauty, thy innocence, and 
thy virtue, ſacrificed to one, ' whoſe bar- 
barous heart was not congenial to 'thy 
own? who knew not, felt not, the power | 
of thy faſcinating graces? and did thy 8 
wounded, thy dejected ſoul, turn in ten- ; 
derneſs to the unfortunate Moncraſs ?— 
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| ſweet flatterer ! ever charming friend ! ; 
am unequal to the taſk, which honor im- 
4 poſes—how-dare., I tell the woman I have 


ever adored, ſhe muſt forget I exiſt? how 


much leſs, dare I rob her family, and 
her country, of their brigheſt ornament ? 


bring a woman of rank and fuch a wo- 
man! to aſſociate with a ſet of ruined fu- 


gitivesz live on her bounty and accept 
from her, a fortune, which my cruel de- 
ſtiny, diſables me from returning; and 


what is of the laſt importance, entail diſ- 
grace on her poſterity. It muſt not be— 
yet believe him, who has yet to learn the 

art of deceit, I love—I adore you, even 


more than ever were 1 a prince, with 
What pride would 1 invite my Mary to my 
| arms; poor, undone, and fugitive as 1 
am, 1 yet want reſolution. to bid you 
| forget me,—No—madam—let me yet] live 


in your memory, though fate er. ſe- 
a vou from 77 
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Ars. Butler in coutinuation. 


| Soho-Square: iS 
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Iwin 3 you 1 read E 
Moneraſs's heroic billet, for it could 
ſcarce be called a letter, which we had 
no ſooner done, then it was toſſed into 


the fire, and as quickly. reſrned: n the 


flames. e e ft 
% U 


Did ever any body know any thing ſo 


vexatious? cried Lady Mary, burſting 
into tears hut I am determined to con- 
quer his proud: ſpirit ; and after half an 


hour's converſation with the Earl, during 
which both our abigails and myſelf, were 
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in a violent buſtle - we ſet off under the 
eſcort of my ſon to Falmouth, where we 
fretted away a fortnight. waiting for wind; 
at laſt that ſerved, and we had a fine pal 
: age to . 

We | La W to the hotel, I 
where Mr. Allen waited to hear from us; 
and the next morning, proceeded to the 
eſſence o of Moncraſs. 
We n tes ente * W 
the ſhelter of ſome vines, with his fon; to 
whom he was reading Fitzoſborne's let- 
ters, and was in the moment we ap- 
proached him, at the part of that tender 

one to Cleora: : 


l 


+” q 


. Te it impoſſible, I perceive, to turn 
« off the mind at once from an object 
* which it has long dwelt upon with plea- 
« ſure; my heart, like a poor bird hunted 
« from her neſt, is ſtill returning to the 
| « place 


Fd 


* * * 1 


15 * of lun alls Stens z wat after ſome 


« yain efforts to iy off,” ſettles again, | | 


« where all its en and all its tenderneſs 


« are Scone „Ha bun accent 
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At the /eonetafinn wad the FRYE he ik 
down the book, Ig 6 103p to be 1 
in veg r 


* 
** 7 
— Y \ 


ny tete d him much altered, he was 
adreſſed 


ſun-burnt'; his hair, which was une 
and out of powder, was in many places 
changed, from a fine gloſſy black, to 
grey; the extreme brilliancy of his eyes, 


were changed, though not leſs pleaſing, 


to a ſwimming melancholy, his figure re- 
tained its former grandeur, but chere was 
alſo 'an/ intereſting. La ee in Hg 
2 nee CARE SO 
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i 8 90 5 * 9 
e will cerainly e its ; reign in 
he heart of a woman, as long as it is 
ſenſible of the tender paſſion; Lady Mary 
| 15 1 had 
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had taken uncommon | pains: inthe deooka- 


tion of her perſon ; he was then in her 
thirty-firſt year, a little inclined to the 


embonpoint, ' and allowing (as Hewſon 
ſays) for alterations, as lovely as ever. 


She trembled and changed colour, as 


vie obſerved him, —inſomuch, that 1 


was alarmed for her; and my emotion 
diſtured him he ſtarted and perceiving 


a group of ſtrangers, was approaching zus 
vith a polite xeſpe&; but-recolleQing me; 
he again ſtarted with fun 11 


riſe, and again 
came 8 but though his eyes darted 


a Joyful. vn e een me without 
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2 ä 


Ty 


0 = 114 1 R * , . « 
1 8 * : 
1 5 F 1 } 1 15 * F 


1 Mary, FE) mme told mie: ris, 


5 Ke in that moment for the dignity of her 


ſex; her conduct, in thus purſuing the 


General, was a kind of retrogade motion, 
chat then diſpleaſed herſ 
fat wa  OVERGOIPEs with. ſhame, "A the 

Y 4 „„ rh 2 SHORE 1 1 e foot 


f;/and- the; had 


=: y 


| 
A © i K . 


foot of a tree, half fainting; hardly able 
to 1 he unde rear 12 rom hana: age 

The Cincratitia not” 1153 be at firſt, 
but the moment he knew me, his heart 


informed him who was e and a ee 


| nin to her 0 


* 4 


a en be ggar' d deſcription, his 
kneeling poſture was ſoon changed to a 


more endearing one; he ſupported her into 


his plain, but elegant houſe; and in fine, 
before ſun-ſet, the heroiſm of ſelf-denial 
was no more; romance kicked out of 


3 and | Lady Mary Neville, metamor- 


7 


The _ ſoon SANE ; who 


was two years younger than Reuben, the 


General's ſon; and 1 then left the happy 
groupe, to return to y own affairs in 
England; where in two years, I had the 
ſupreme Felicity of meeting them again; 


his 
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his majeſty having been graciouſly pleaſe. 
- to take off the attainder, againſt thoſe un- 
fortunate gentlemen, the wandering de- 
ſcendants of thoſe, Who had been in 
attual rebellion, and alſo reſtored to them 
| (their confiſcated eſtatese the General 
thereſore, now in poſſeſſion ef his natural 
inheritance, the weight of obligation 
removed from his mind, and no longer 
depending on che fortune of his lady, 
| whoſe pride it was, nevertheleſs to inveſt 
him with it; had begun to taſte the ſweets 
of real felicity, or ated it extremely well; 
hen the event happened, which has en- 
4 tirely deſtroyed the peace, and will I fear, 
ultimately, prey on the life of my friend. 
And we perceive, fir, in her fate, the va- 
mitjy of all human foreſight; two people 
whom kingdoms, and ſeas could not di- 
vide; now agree on a voluntary ſepara- 
ron; but 1 muſt do the General juſtice, 
however changed he may be in other re- 
9 his noble independant he is 
; "AH 
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fill the ſame. He has declined retaining 
any part of Lady Mary's fortune, and 
even refuſed to reſide in the houſe he re- 
built in your neighbourhood, though he 


1s very partial to the fituation, on any : 
other terms but that of paying an equiva- 


lent, for the ground on which it ſtands. 


pans; fir, I have wa ſatiafied your 
curioſity, and fulfilled my daughter's. de- 
fire, in reſpect to General Moneraſs and 


my coufin '>>—ſhould any thing have 
eſcaped me, which you wiſh to be further 
informed of; I ſhall be very ready to re- 


ſume the 3 and am, fir, Re 


ConSTANCE BUTLER. 
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Edward Harley, Hi: to Mrs. J. Buller. 


Hermitage. 


be VESTERD AV. oh! | my dear friends, 
me enchanting yeſterday, I ſet off for 
Belle Vue, after a very reſtleſs night, 
during which 1 had framed many apolo- 


gies for my conduct to Agnes, but re- 


5 jected them, as inadequate to what my 


folly required, I was, however at laſt, 


ſo fortunate, as to pleaſe myſelf in 
what I intended to ſay; nay ſo earneſt 


was I in my defire, to offer ſuch an ex- 
cuſe to a woman of ſenſe, as ſhe might 
accept, and fo fearful of omitting any 


wy 


— 


my ideas to paper; and Tet off to Belle- 
Vue e Carly, i in Fordess to bave time, ſhould | 
demoifell before anne fl Fwy 
'# EOS CHATS e 

Within n hal a 1 r hi catle; as I 
croſſed the common, 1 ſaw Agnes enter a 
little cottage in the green lane, at che 
back of the park paling3 1 knew it was 
impoſſible I could be miſtaken, for though" 
it was at a conſiderable diftance that 1 
ſaw; her, there is ſomething ſo peculiarly” | 
elegant, in her form, her manner, her 
in ſhort there is none like her; my heart 
bounded at the ſight, ſhe was alone, and 
unattended. Ifhall want courage thought 
I, to addreſs her before the General; or 
Would he 105 ago e RET "_ Madame . | 


** 


1 3 e and . my 
horſe to the gate: I was ſoon at the door 
of the dottage, which was ſhut, and it was 
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not will I. had ang with my whip, that 1 
recollefted,. how extremely. abſurd I was 
abting: what.excuſe could I poſſibly make, 
for intruding on the privacy of a lady, ts 
whoſe connettions and conduR, I was fo 

Seat en his + 4 Mel chit We 


1 


1 vas gr ao in a; nth: 1 un- 

pleaſing ideas, which were crowding on 
my imagination, and prevented from re- 
turning to my horſe, by the appearance 

of a youth about ſeventeen, in a ragged 
black coat, who. approached the door, 
with. a baſket in his hand, and, as he with 
great caution opened the latch, in a very 
low voice demanded my buſineſs; it was 
no eaſy matter you will allow, for me to 
tell the lad, what I did not know myſelf; | 
after waiting a moment for an anſwer, 1 
was not Propane to re bim.— 


Oh! 1 waa ſaid he, appearing. to re- 


allea, be n 40 walk, 5 in; which  . 
aid, 


„ © 


did, into a aiferadle apartment through 
which he went on beckoning me to fol. 
low, to the foot of a little pair of ſtairs, 
where he took off his ſhoes, and aſcend- 
ed. My curiofity was now greatly ex- 
cited where could Agnes be e Land 
what her buſineſs in fuch a place as 
that? at all events 1 was determined to 
Know yet 1 ftopt involuntary at the 
chamber door—where'I heard whiſpering 
from different voices, and a decent "els 
derly” woman, prayed 1 WO: Or in, 
dere ONT Butler— FVV 
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There I beheld the a Agnes, fit= 
ting at the fide of fickneſs, and heart- 
rending ſorrow Oh! how divindy ahi- 

_ mated was her countenarice; What beam 
. celeſtial fire darted from her 1780 
eyes, what a glow of ſenſibility irradiated 
hes: dountenance. 
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WO young 43 was 8 at her fett 
the lad who had opened the baſket, o 
behind the chair, while ſhe ſmelled, as if 
to. try their efficacy, ſome ſal. volatile 


| _ drops; on the bed lay the emaciated form 


of an elderly woman, at that moment of- 
fering up thankſgiving, and prayers, for 
the heavenly creafure, who had ſupplied. 
her wants, and who had given peace to 
her departing ſpirit, by a firm e to 


protett her children. 


„ 84475 


The 1 of 4 at fight of 1 me, 5 
Was viſible; her face was e over. 


1 . 


Mr. Mailer. ſaid hs. is it you ber 


heavens fake what brings you here? did 


not you lay, (turning to „A 1 it Was 
the doctor? 


He verily thought fo, he ed. 55 


Whoever you ns, fir, ſaid the ſick 
Woman, bear witneſs to the Yoodneſs of 
„ chat 
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| har angel—hear my gratefil prayers, PR 
my gentle benefaftreſs ; and let not her 
Weet example be loſt to the world. BE 
hold the widow's heart, rendered joyful, 
even in the pangs of death; hear her 
ſpeak comfort to my poor orphans, and 
oh l may angels waft her socken 10 ole i 
throne of the [prints of 1 4 547 * 1 
There was ert in this addieſs 1 
by much ſuperior to what I expetted i in ſack - 
a place; which added to the ſolemnity'of ||} 
the ſcene, and the placid look of the an BY 
| gel, who illumined it; ſo affected me, 1 | # 1 
cannot deſeribe it, I could ſcarce refraim  * Mi 
foi proſtration at her feet; and ſhould 11 
certainly have done it, had not the doktor, 


for whom the lad bad miſtaken | Ws, +» Juſt 
| then entered. ; 
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de the adorable Adel then wars „ 

an retired with him to the further end of 19 
or! room; after ſome little converſation, | 

| . We 
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A gnes with zinimitable grace, preſente@ 
me her hand; here Gr, ſaid ſhe, looking, 
round her—you will perhaps truſt yourſelf 
8 With me—1 led her down the ſtairs, ſhe 
| took her umberella .and again preſenting 
her hand—in this place, Mr. Harley, con- 
tinued ſhe; the inmates of your favourite 
grove are ſtrangers ; it is long fince hap- 
pineſs, peace, or contentment, have en- 
. this dwelling. . 
And yet—madam, I found; 155 «Tg : 
Ves, returned ſhe, and you are ſur- 
priſed at it. . 
That poor woman, is the wits of 3 A - 
clergyman, the curate of a neighbouring 
pariſh, whoſe life was a ſacrifice to the 
duty of his profeſſion; being called to 
perform the laſt holy office, to one of his 
| flock, in a putrid fever; he caught the 
infection and died —leaving his widow, 
and thoſe two children, totally deſtitute; 
grief and want has reguees. the widow. to 
A. me. 
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"*he Gideon! you bake! ſeen—ſhame; and a 

flalſe ſhame I thinkit was; (ſince every body . 

| &knows the liberal heart of General Mon- 
eraſs) prevented her owning her poverty, 
till e was dying and the children al- 
moſt ſtarved. I am the General's' almo- 
ner on theſe occaſions; ; but how came 
you. to drop in 7 yet why do Taſk?— 
your eg wy beer au is 
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What could be as reaſon, n 154. 
. her into the cottage, for the expreſs 
purpoſe of apologiſing for my behaviour 
to her yeſterday; that. I could neither 
avow it, or avail myſelf of the opportunity 
which chance had afforded me, of deli- 
vering the harrangue, I had taken ſuch: 
pains to conipoſe ? ſtudied ſpeeches, like- 
after wit, are generally out of time; and 
the truth. bh, 1 * every r of. 
| mine, 


Agnes 


als en vit at the cottage 
2h to a motiye, I knew I did not merit - but 
n vas in vain, that I called to my recol- 
leftion, the meanneſs of. attributing, or 
Auffering her. to attribute it to charity; 
my heart told me it was wrong, that in 
this inſtance the ſuffering. her to continue 
in her miſtake, was an aft of deceit ; all 
this 1 felt; vet could I not, had my exiſ- 
rence depended on it, have aſſigned this 
interview to its real cauſe; but, as we 

| proceeded in our walk towards Belle-Vue, 
Ws felt myſelf leſs conſtrained; ſhe was in 
1 remarkable high ſpirits, and ſo blended 
; her fine underſtanding, with good. hu- 
mour, that I was in raptures; and could 
very juſtly ſay of her, what, the friend of 
_ Euphrates faid of that viſe. man; her 
. conyerſation. ſo. captivates. your atten- 
ac. tion, that you hang as it were upon ber 
« lips, and even after the heart is con- 
. *vanced; the ear ſtill wiſhes to bang on 
2 the harmonious reaſoner. 
Pay 
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- peſtle we ates the kouſe, I had got | 
the better of my irreſolution, timidity, or 


what you pleaſe to call it—I could do juſ- 
tice to the benevolence of her ſoul, the 
elegance of her manners, and the ſweets 


neſs of her diſpoſition ; her eyes became 


leſs: brilliant; but more beautiful, (yet 


low could that be) than when I met her 
at the cottage; ſhe hung on my: arm, flat- ; 


tered me with her efteem, ſaid, ſhe*be-- 
lieved there was a likeneſs i in our diſpoſi- 
tions, a parity of ſentiments, that might, 
ſhe believed, conciliate a virtuous friend= - 
ſhip ; if I. was one of thoſe, Who allowed 


ſuch a thing might exiſt; between two: 


young people of'a different ſex. She i is 
ingenuicy-itſelf7 and the primitive fimpli- - : 
city of the graces is in all ſhe utters. Was 


it ſtrange, ſo charmed, ſo engaged, and 


ſo favor'd;-I-entirely forgot where I had 

left my horſe, *til on entering: the houſe, 
ſtilk arm in arm; the divine woman took 

bold of. the. general; with her other arm ** 
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and walking 16 us, i the fa- . 


loon, repeated to him, every circumſtance 
of our accidental meeting; on which he 


aſked me, ſmiling, if I had walk'd ſo far, | 


for my health this morning? | then re- 


collected the ſituation in which I left my 
Horſe, and confeſs d, that I had found. 
Miſs de Courci's converſation ſo faſcinat- 


ing, it had entirely ſhut out all the reſt of | 
the world; he was ſo good as to direct a 


groom to take my orders; ;. but the crea- 
ture had no ſympathy, the degenerate 5 


houyhnhnms had got looſe, and taken him- 
ſelf quietly home, unmindful of the poor 
yahoo his maſter; a circumſtance not al- 


together pleaſing to Benſon, who was per- 


_ feflly ſure when ſhe ſaw him return, I had 


met with ſome accident; in conſequence 
of Which, all my own, people, with half 


dhe rabble of the village at their beels, 


came poſting down to Belle-Vue, enquir- 


ing all the way, whether any of his er 95 
08 _ had n. een. 
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30 Besbensb esd Wia de vat 
mont, as we fat at dinner, oppoſite the 
bow window, which commands the road; 
whete are all thoſe people driving? What 
can poſſibly be the matter? it was a fight 1 
perfealy new at Belle-Vue, though the 
good creatures often favour me, with their 5 
company in ſcores; a ſervant was diſ- 
patched to make enquiries, and returned 
with a diſmal account of © as how cure 
Harley had rode out in the morning, 
« and ſure, and farten- broke his neck, 
«hecauſe as how: the Hoffe was come 
« home with all his tackle looſe. 5: TFhis: 
Was ridiculous: enough, you "Cy, but © 
| have e Wilflam, who was out of 
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out leave, or would have be- 
| haved more reafonably;' and 1 have given 
Benſon a new gown, . becauſe, in the firſt 
place, the General was pleaſed to expreſs : 
Himſelf delighted at ſuch proofs of affec- 
tion from my ſervants; and poor neigh- | 
bours; and becauſe: it called the tear into 
e 6 . 
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Ne: who gave. n or- 
** the. ler eee mould be re- 


i - galed with cold meat and ſtrong beer; 


and becauſe, Butler, ſhe again preſented 
me her ſoft hand, and would walk between 
me and the General to the ſervant's-hall, 


to convince them 'ſquire Harley w was alive 
and well. „ | 


n n 
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- What x more e paſſed, ee HAY | 
or at the time; 1 proteſt. I know not: the 
General, Agnes, and Madame de Vall 
mont; were ſo obliging as to ſet me down 
at the - foot of our hill; from whence I 
watched the return, of the carriage, till 
d Darkneſs hover Pd oer the ground.“ 
When 1 returned to communicate to you, 
the ne of e 1 
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Vue 3 it was the bink-day ho ape mY 
che prince, in enn kennen the” en 


| We tene eee ment 
nificence, at Whatever place he happens 
to be; the General vas ſeated at the head 
5 his own table, Miſs de Courci on his: 
right hand; and Madame de Vallmont on 
left; the gueſts were ſeventeen in 
number beſides my elf, and all gentlemen; 
aur hoſt, was. all that wit, wine, and good 
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humour could make him; it is his cuſtom, 
he informed us on this anniverſary, to do 
albpoſſible honour to the king of Portu- 
gal; bon mots, and repartees, flew about; 
a band of muſic played during the time of 


our dining, the ladies, in compliment to 


the General, were alſo very chearful, 
wine, and muſic, were blended with the 
ſallies eier e and ee 
was f Ty b 


- as 


Nos it was not bai d ad ſoul ws 
* me, when 1 beheld the charming 


Agnes, her whoſe: feeling heart, 'whoſe 
' benevolent: tenderneſs, and whoſe mo- 


deſt ingenuity; had ſo charmed me in 
our walk n the cottage; | When 1 
beheld, and conſidered her, all lovely 


as ſhe is, the property of libertifm: 


ab! Butler, how was it poffible 1 could : 


enter into the feſtivity” of the day: 1 ſhe 
withdrew: after. dinner, rather earlier than' 


"Ny" _ would: I. not have * to 


have attended her? but cuſtom, tyrant 
cuſtom forbad it; yet the aching void ſhe 
left in my heart, rendered me almoſt in- 
ſenſible ; amidft the roar c of mirth, I was 
inanimate; and wine, inſtead of having 


the uſual effect of exhilarating my ſpirits, 


ſerved only to depreſs them the more. 


At laſt the velcome ſummons to the 


tea- table, changed the ſcene; which was 
no ſooner removed, then the General led 
the devoted Agnes to the organ; where 
ſhe play ed and ſung, for the amuſement 
of men, whoſe ſobereſt faculties could not 
have done juſtice to her taſte and execu- 


tion; and who now, heated with wine; 


diſhonoured her by their vociferous ap- 


plauſe: Ah! Butler! how I felt for her | 
+ her ſex—for den a 1 0 
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feſtivity of the day; the General inſiſtec 
on 2 5 a bed at Belle- Vue, as it 
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was very late, or rather early before the 
gueſts ſeparated: Agnes did not appear at 
ſupper, I indeed could well ſpare ker from 
ſuch a party; her abſence now was pleaſ- 


ing to me, I rejoiced at re it was. 
has firſt wg could do o. | 


gs + + 

* * * 
4 ſ 
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I roll this. Pan aber before my 
uſual hour, and walked into the air, in 
hopes to get rid: of a violent: pain in my: 


head, and: had: the pleaſure of meeting 


Mis de Courci on the terrace; my head- 
ach vaniſhed at her ſight, but ahl Butler, 


where is the preſcription, which will re- 
move, the ſtill: more acute pain of my 


heart. Three hours we loitered in this 
delightful walk, - occaſionally reſting on 


one, or other of che garden ſeats; three 
hours, I had. the felicity to entertain, and 


be entertained by her ; what tranſporting 


ſenſations are created. by friendſhip for 


ſuch A Os Put the ſenſualiſt, whoſe 


. : : 2 . EL 


ſure, bockiiſe without ſenſibility, in queſt 
of variety; could the libertine, who 
triumphs in the fall of innocence, without 
daring to ſay he has taſted unalloyed hap- 


pineſs ; could they experience the feel- 
ings of a heart, fo fraught with friendſhip, 


as mine for Agnes; they + would! acknow- 
ledge the futility, the vanity of their own 
purſuits ; and devote themſelves to a pla- 


tonic regard, for ſuch a; woman, if ſuch 


there be, as 9 ay Courci. 
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With hats am hot in dapgen fy may 
indulge the thrilling: partiality. of my Fad! 
for her, without injury to „er peace, or 
riſk to my on; I cannot involve fer in 
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the incoveniences of my ſmall fortune; I 


cannot marry her, and how can 1 regret, 


that I, have not that in my power 3 yet 


Butler, i it is a ſolemn. truth, that in her 
a 1 n ter the world. 
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1 E being yet FER writing, 
'F take at her requeſt, one half hour, be- 
fore I leave town, to ſay to you, a great 
deal from her, and a few words from my- 
ſelf. In the firſt place then, ſhe ſays, that 
| although he certainly did expreſs great 
curioſity reſpe ting the favorite of General 
Moneraſs; it was very far from her wiſh, 
or expeRation, ''that a woman of her cha- 
racer, ſhould o entirely engroſs the at- 
| _ tention * of her dear Harley ; ſhe is 
oy alarmed 
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alarmed at the extreme pleaſure, you take 
in her ſociety; which ſhe thinks is an im- 
peachment of your underſtanding; and 
wiſhes you to remember, the old axiom, 
of evil communications, &c. ſhe bar- 
gained to be told, as in che caſe of Patty 
Lucas; all the rural tranſaQions of your 
village, which you ſeem entirely now to 
neglett; and to ſubſtitute in their room, 
obſervations, and events, which are ſo 
full of Agnes, that they are like the feaſt 
of Boileau, every diſh ſavours of nutmeg; 
and would, were ſhe not certain of the 
innate retctitude, and honeſt pride of your 
heart, make her tremble for your peace, 
for with ſuch a right turned mind as yours, 
utter ruin, ſhe thinks, would be the con- 
ſequence, of your imbibing a paſſion, in- 
compatimble with honor, and reaſon; the 
therefore implores you to guard your 
heart, againſt the Circe of -Belle-Vue. 
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80 ͤ much for Caroline, and now 22 
ard, per or n irre nel 


This | PD: all "Ru Wolle flows is a 


[a fine girl, ſhe'is, vou fay;" pleaſing i in 
her manner, ſenſible, engaging, and ac. 
compliſhed; ſhe has even the art, for art 
depend upon it, it is; to affect that cer- 
ATutin delicacy, that truly feminine ſome- 
ching, to which the hearts of men of un- 
_ derftanding; oftener pay homage, than to 
beauty; there is none like her ;' upon my 
word, Mr. Edward Harley, you go great 
lengths in this fair ones commendation ; 
and were there not a few inſurmountable 
* buts in the way; 1 ſhould, as Caroline 


tremble for you myſelf you are a 


1 little touched I believe, but *tis not from 
more than a mere ſcratch; it is impoſſible, 
a toy, à woman kept for the purpoſe of 
1 vice, ' by an old married man, can have 


oreſaid buts, I dare ſay any thing 
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and a en improfiion” on Edvard 
Harley; I do not ſuffer myſelf to ſuppoſe 
it ; while therefore; you find you can 
play with your partiality for her, I ſhall 
be glad to hear you indulge it; becauſe 
if you once become attached to the ſo- 
ciety of fprightly females, the next ſtep 
will be to leave a place where they are 
not, and remove to where they are to be 
found; ſo far, ſo good; but Edward, if 
on the contrary, you feel this woman 
grows of importance to your happineſs; 1 
order your chaiſe and fly immediately; 7 
there is no alternative you eſteem the 
General, but you would not marry his miſ.. - 
treſs; nor would you rival him, in the af- 
fection of a woman he has given ſuch proofs 
of loving, even if it were in your power, or 
if you did, ſucceſs in this caſe, would be 
deſtruction; remember therefore, there is 
as much honor, in a well conducted re- 
N as hop een bn one word more 
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telſe flatter herſelf 


you take 
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my fiſter, your «cautions are well meant, 


but if your ſurmiſes are juſt, they dome“? 


too late to be of any ſervice to me; cer. 
tain it is, this woman fills my ſoul, the 


woman whoſe conduct you ſay, an 
cannot deny, is an offence to virtue, o- 


cupies the whole heart of him who would- 
not ſwerve from her ſtricteſt rule. 


Rival the General t=—marry his: | 
how my principles reje& the one ſuppoſi- 
_ wk cod honor the other; to fly then 
native. Ah! Butler! Jenner 
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- her—ſee her no more — where —in what 


diſtant clime — among what race of beings 
could 1 forget her? where is it her image 
would not purſue me? where would the 
ſoft ſound of her voice, be loſt on my 
ears? what amuſements? what aygcations 


- would exclude her from my ideas? would 


the hardeſt labour, take from my hand, 
the trembling ſenſibility, a touch from 


bers occaſions ? my mind is againft her, 


but my heart is ſubjugated: If I appeal 


to reaſon; what will that avail me? I have 
Already made the experiment — reaſon 


only points out to me her thouſand ex- 


_ cellencies—it applauds her judgment ; 


echoes her ſentiments, and repeats her very 
vords; I oppoſe the precepts of morality 
—which have been the guide of my on 


adtions — againſt the imputed enormity of 


 hers—but in vain—her charity, her be- 


nevolence, and ſweet diſpoſition; are 2 
ſtandard of morality, more lovely, and 


more e all Philoſophy ever 


011 , taught; 


ns; ;T "I no — va in Hl 
ſociety and have not reſolution to teak 
myſelf from her. 1 am now a conſtant 
viſitor at Belle-Vue, or rather, ta am per- 
telly : at . there.” N 
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We wann out -e ride -e converſe—. 
and form the moſt happy parties together; 
the General and Madame deVallmont are 
an addition, but no interruption” to our 
ſociety, becauſe we are not conſcious of 
a meaning, it is'improper for them to de- 

velope; 1 have the honor, frequently, to 
give them tea at my Hermitage; and {ome- 

times ſhe drops in alone; ſhe paints with 
exquiſite taſte, my library is adorned with 5 
many of her pieces—and I have ſome of 
her poetry, which vould convince my 
Caroline, if ſhe is loſt to virtue, it 1s not 15 
by choice. 7 


But me is . my (ul {Hokrts at- has 


| approach, oh! how my * ach at her. 
Vor. II. „ It „ 


5 7 


* AG NES 


MV Wel which ever 1 when. ' Y 
| writ of her, had ſpots of ink on it. 
Vou are . Mr. me * W 
I. ond IMNaõs. | 
1 would venture a ridding, wager. now, 
by that guilty look I was your ſubjeQ, 
come, let me ſee how 1. ann 
per:; and the n actually: 


0 abies and ber . e s 
She ſaw, my. confuſion, which I believe 
_ raiſed her curiofity—ſhe ſtruggled fear 
of offending 4 rendered me reſolute - ſhe 
ſaid I hurt her hand, and burſt into tears. 
1 Wretch! that I was—1 | excited: thoſe 
n . vanes to the heart. of _ 


Agnes - do not © Ain me wich: the fight * 
thoſe precious drops. 


Her tears continued to flow. 1 
I was half diftraged—1 attempred 1 "my 
vain. ta ſoothe her—ſhe turs 


with diſpleaſure—it was the firſt frown I 
had ever ſeen on. her brow, it almoſt took 
from me the power to breathe I flew to 
my library, and. nn the, unfiniſhed 
Jetter— _ 
Here thou irreſiſtible Winden wide L 
in anguiſh; this is the letter I was writing 
Hon are the ſubjett read it—and.then 1 
compleat my fate — baniſn me from your i: 
friendſhip, and preſence. forever _ Bir 
Pleaſure. again reſumed her natural 9 
throne—the eyes of Agnes ſparkled 1 
every trace of vexation vaniſhed, and the 4 
dreadful frown was no more; No, Mr. 
Harley, ſaid ſhe, I will not accept of an | 
extorted. confidence; nor believe, though | 
atteſted. by. yourſelf, you c, write, what 
were I to read, would loſe you my friend- | | 
ſhip; put up your letter my philoſopher 
—and e, her nen us * 1 
friends. | „ 
On my n ions the 0 Ns of | [4 
2 peace and preſſed it ardently to my lips. | 
Th. Oh! | it 
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Oh! Agnes, Agnes, never never 
more venture at ſuch an att of reconcilia- 
tion; in that moment . 

Butler let not wy ſiſter know _y weak- 
neſs. | | | 
In that moment, all my boaſted forti- 


| tude had near forſaken me; -I tremble at 


my own ideas—yes—in that moment, I 


forgot what was due to myſelf—and to her 


the obſtacles to an honorable union; the 


infamy of a vicious one; paſſion, wild and 
ungovernable, took poſſeſſion of my whole 
foul; the dear Agnes melted at the emo- 
tions - ſhe had occaſioned looked but 
let me forever forget her looks—for while 


I knelt before her, I remembered only 


. that <p was deen and that I adored her. 


25 Happily enen before an att, a 
word had eſcaped me, to confirm the wild 
diſorder of my looks; recolleQion flaſhed 


5 like fire on my brain the ſtrong ſenſa- 


tions of my mind, the inward. conviktion 


"x" —— - 


. 1 
| A * : w - \ * 
n 
\ * 


of latent guilt, and ingratitude, actually 
exiſting in my ſoul, under the plauſible 


form of platonic friendſhip, overcame me 


—a darkneſs, which I can only liken to 
what I. conceive 915 Milton's meaning, 
* when he ſpeaks of 


* Darkneſs vilible- e 


2 


came before RY, eyes; I fell back, 


"Ti Agnes 3 ne called he ED 


ſhe flew to ſupport me, but her weak ef- 


forts could not prevent my ſinking on the 
ground — my ſervants, who. now entered, 


helped to raiſe me, I ſoon recovered; 
and they left the room. 


How, you have frightened me, Mr. 
Harley, faid ſhe, taking my hand—-... 
To her aſtoniſhment, 1 ſnatched it from 


has AN „ 


Tears again "ha. "Io her. eyes 
and I was again frantic; I beſought her 
to leave me bid her, who had the world 
Fa. at 
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: | i iel command, not 10 affocine with 
Sbe wept without Mg 
Ob! Agnes, cried I, I conjure you to 
leave me—on my knees I conjure you— 
you are not ſafe with me I am not to be 
truſted—return to your protettor—1 am 
miſerable — but I would not make you + 
— me to my fate. 
If you with me gone, Mr. Harley (laid 
ſhe) in a tender accent, T vill certainly 
oblige you but ſomething has difturbet 
and perhaps afflicted you compoſe your- 
elf then if you fay you are weary of my 
friendſhip, and defire my abſence, I will 
_ _ Inſtantly leave you; ſhe turned from me 
10 the window followed h 
| Were in her eyes 95 6 
Do you really with me gone, Mr. Har- 
155 ſaid ſhe, in a voice ſcarce articulate, 
What could 1 fay? © 1 

She continued with me TY Iate; that we 
en not reach Belle· Vue till dinner was 
| | ſerved 


forved—I return 
e nce 
The por ieee is dead wok ber 
weeping ſon from the grave of his mother, 
as Agnes did the daughter; how eloquent 


is he in her praiſe---ſhunning oſtentation 


in all her charities, ſhe attribues to the 
General's command, the relief her own 
heart communicates. 


You may truly fay, Caroline, that 1 


neglet the rural occurrences of my on 
village 1 am even ſo abſtracted, from 
every concern, in which Agnes has not a 


ſhare; that I am become a ſtranger in my 


own houſe ; the old gardener with tire- 


ſome affiduity, talks of this improvement, 
and that plantation; if I hear him, it is 


with a diſtaſteful apathy, if by accident 


he meets me in the grove, and points out 
40 my obſervation, any of the mighty 
| things 
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things on which he is ſo intent, I ſee them 
indeed, but it is with a vacant eye; yet, 
do not chide, my beloved ſiſter, the 
heart, which with all its frailties, will 
ever be warmly, and affectionately de- 
. ²˙ aft bel camp, 0; 
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Edward Harley, Eſq; to J. Butler, Ef; 1 


Hermitage. 


1 Have again deliberately, and would I 
could ſay diſpaſſionately, peruſed your let- 
ter; you are perfectly right, my ſafety 3 is 
only in flight; I have loſt all taſte for every 


earthly enjoyment. but her ſociety ; the 


whole world, is divided in my ideas, only 


by where te is, and where ſhe is not; the 
little ſpot which contains her, would, were 
I the greateſt potentate on earth, be a 


en to my ambition. 
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How has this fatal paſſion grown on h 
me—in how ſhort a period have I expe- 
rienced the veracity of 1 n 


But will abſence reſtore my 8 
Oh! that it would! in reſpett to your 
advice, and in regard to my own PEace, 7 
ought to make the tri. | 


1 in bot viſit Belle-Vue, I will en- 
deavour to recal my wandering thoughts, 
to thoſe ſweet haunts, where once, they 

1 vere bounded by content; my poor 

neighbours, and guileleſs friends, 1 have 

„ neglected your wants, and forſaken your 

3 intereſts ; thou venerable ſhade, impervi- 

"Hh ous to the rays of the ſcorching fun ; 
canſt thou not ſcreen me from the de- 
1 vouring flame that confumes me? will not 

the gentle murmur. of the clear ſtream, 

| whoſe enamelled banks I have ſo careful- 

: ly decorated, aſſuage the anguiſh of we 
tortured ſoul 8 JE 
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This is the ſecond day I have adhered 
to my reſolution ; what a frightful chaſm 
has it made in my exiſtence; I would 
write to you every hour, but have no ſabs. 

jet, but her, I n not name. 1 TORR 


„ „„ 
Eight days are now elapſed, fince 1 
have been at Belle-Vue 21 have anſwered 
to the repeated enquiries of the General, 
that the buſineſs of my farm, deprives me 
of the honor of attending: him; an apo- 
logy which were I capable of applying to- 
my affairs would not only be natural, but 
true. Eight days —1 have not heard 
che ſound. of Agnes's name, except from 
the friendly echo of my own grove, eight. 
— !L have not ſeen the face I adore— 


=—_ 


PPP 


I have not contemplated the maſter- piece 
of nature — I have not even enquired: after 
her! ff.. 6% # S ® 


_— 


I 


2 When the | ſervants, appeared from 
Belle-Vue, I. retired. out of fight, not 


daring as I eagerly uſed to do, to take a 
meſſage myſelf, leſt, my officious tongue 
ſhould enquire after ler. Her—whom ? 


the miſtreſs of General Moncraſs. Ah ! 
JEANS ? 1 15 


LYEZT TAEIRT AXEING :- 


Edward Harley, Eſq; to J. Butler, Elis 


Tur inſtant you, receiveithis; take the 


proper ſteps to purchaſe a commiſſion for 


me in a marching regiment; one going 


to the Eaſt, or ae the "by 5 


peer where. © 46461 


1 AS) : 


I indo, power to ) ſell « out «of the ſtocks, 


| what money may be; neceflary for the pur- 
pole 


General Moncrals. 
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I will accept no favour from | 
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In anſwer to a letter that | does not appear. 


en to Mr. Butler. 
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4 uv. * art tins 4 0 you 00 
deeply probe the wounds of your unhappy 
Harley? you know not the pain you in- 


lier; it is on the condition only, of your 
; forbearing your drk Kinn 1 can res 


n 


General Moncraſs his no night to be 


offended with me, for refuſing his favor 
- —what—becauſe I am conſcious I cannot 


7 be grateful? would you infer that is a rea- 


N 5 . , , . T 4 
7 42 58 * * 8 & 15 ſon * 
* 5 Fo 1 


ſon I ſhould accept obligations? has he; : 


or any man, a right to impoſe a debt on 


me, it is not in my nature to pay? I ac- 
cept no favor from General Moncrafs, let 
him take it as he will, Hed reſolution is 


unchangaable. . 


* 


E. HARLEx. 


What are e 4illikes to this 


German ſtory of Werter? what reaſon will 


ber gentle nature give, for refuſing her 
compaſſion to the involuntary ſorrows of 


the heart? © it is a bad ſtory, ſhe fays, 
divinely told,” the ſtory may be fiRitious, 
but the writer muſt have felt—poor Patty 
Lucas ſaid it was hard to die of love 
but yet, ſhe aver'd it might be I am ſure 
it may - but a piſtol ball is ene more 
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- > nchantment— 


| | Mr. Harley 40 Mr. Butler — 
33 | Hermitage, 


'V EAKER chan daa and more va- 
riable than the elements, is your Edward; 
two days ago I rejected all favour from 


. General Moncraſs: to-day, my Agnes, 
ah! would to God ſhe was indeed mine; 


brought the commiſſion ; I r at "_— 
J of F it. 


; FO 


For my ſake, Mr. Harley, for 45 ſake 
of Agnes de Courci; oh! ker power over 
my ſenſes, her empire over my reaſon. is 


4 


I go to-morrow to inſult my own prin- 
eiples, by returning thanks for a favor, 
my heart revolts at acee + my burſt= © _ 
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* 2% 


ing heart! 8 ky ; 
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Ar. Harley to Mr. Butler in continuation. 


{ 


Tur General's reception of me, was at 
once friendly and ſolemn; he did not, he 


Taid, wiſh to know more of my affairs, 
than 1 choſe to confide to his friendſhip, 
he would not therefore enquire into the 
reaſons of my depriving him of the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing me at Belle-Vue: nor of 
the motives, that had ſo ſuddenly induced 
me to give up a plan (alas it was torn from 


my foul) too romantic, he had always 


foreſeen, to be laſting: it was enough for 
him, that I meant to become a uſeful 
member of ſociety, without troubling him- 
ſelf about the methods, by which an event 


£48 RL, 15 


£7 e . 228 


To Pan to bin and all my friends, 


had been brought about: he eautioned 


me to avoid an error, many young peo- 
ple he knew had fallen into; who having 


began in retirement, and fancied them- 


ſelves wonderfully happy; no ſooner get 
a glance at the great world, than they 
fall into the moſt blameable exceſſes; he 


warned me againſt deep play and added, 


that as the firſt approaches to evil, were 
eakieſt avoided, and as 1 had at preſent, 


too many reſources within my own mind, 


to be fond of cards; he recommended it 
to me, never to enter into parties, to 

which my (inclinations, as well as the re- 
ſpea, and politeneſs, due to the company, 


I might happen to meet with. AE? mot 


lead me. 


1 


As to yo We dtn Ann 


faid he, putting a volume of Shakeſpere 


into my hand; if you engrave the advice 
gwen by old Polonious to his fon on your 


memory, 
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maxim, he lays down for the conduct of 


Laertes; you wk a ng dhe, monitor 
e 198 


e General Moncrafs! . cannot 
4 be the very man you firſt honoured with 
your notice? his ſon, Mr. Reuben Mon- 
eraſs, a very fine young man, whom I had 
not before ſeen, was preſent ; he intro- 
duced me to him, wich ſo many. encomi- 
ums on the goodneſs of my heart, and ſuch 


| manifeſt proofs, of the tenderneſs of bis 
on; that I was on the point of throwing 


my ſelf at his feet, and laying all the ſecret 
> mae 955 my ſoul, open to bim. 8 


But 1 was n 175 the fear of} in- 
juring Agnes, and returned home exceed- 
ingly ndilpoſed,. as ſoon as Kaner, Was 
removed. 


1 
: — 

* : 
"4 4 * ” 


Home 


* 6 NS ip 

Home did 1 Using home have the 
i once, it was the manſion of 
peace it is now dark, diſmal, and hate- 
ful; the officious kindneſs of poor Benſon, 


throws me into tranſports of paſſion— I, 
who was once reſpeted for the mildneſs 


of my temper, am become furious and 
vindictive; I no longer regard my farm 


the clamours of my diſcarded poor, ceaſe 


to affect me- my ſenſes fleet from me 
all ſenſe of joy I mean, for that of Ae 
is ſank 7 in 31 heart 


Pay: the id $ ae Has juſt 
bronze me a note —it is from Agnes— 


Fs 4 ; 1 28 * 1 ' 5 
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Agnes de Courci to Mr. Hurley. 


I am grieved at the diſtrafted ſtate of 


your mind; unhappy man! whence ariſes 
Your W rouſe from chis unavailing 
ſorrow ; 
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\. ſorrow 3 yon place happineſs out of che 
reach of time; you are. now a. ſoldier, 
taſk more difficult than conquering the 


Let me aſk a proof of your friendſhip for 


mme nee and you will be o 


on people of my intention, and given the 


my reſpefts at Belle- Vue; I ſhall ſee 2 


* 


your country is at peace, but you have a 


foe, you muſt ſubdue yourſelf; in the 
mean time you will come to bid us adieu: 


Agnes de Courci, you will receive many 
of hers to you; let us ſee you chearſul, de- 
1 DE, Covner, 

id anon going (having informed my 
neceſſary orders for my departure) to pay 
very ſoon. . 


E. HARARILIE X. 


LE T- 


A, Ei 10 J. Butkr. 


Hermitage. 


Yes 8. en yes, . e 
raliſts, I have obeyed you; I have left 
my Hermitage; heavens! can it be? I am 
now thirty miles from Belle- Vue, from 
Agnes; and does my heart yet beat? flows 
the blood, which roſe to all the purturba- 


tion of frenzy, but laſt night at her touch, 
in even currents through my veins? oh! 
thou ever enchanting arbitreſs of my 


fate l it is in vain I meaſure ſpace. to fly 


from thee ; thy loved idea will purſue me 
to the confines of mortality; and to for- | 
get thee, * MAN muſt vaniſh from my 
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mental view; I had reſolved to leave her, 
and went to Belle-Vue to take a final 
adieu; my coward tongue would not, 
could not ſpeak the dreadful farewell; 
and I was returning without hinting my 
intention, when Peggy overtook me, and 
: put a billet into my hand; I could not 
W - credit my ſenſes, it was an aſſignation; 
| bo I trembled, my emotion ſtopped re- 
ſpiration; yet Butler, and were it other- 
wide, I ſhould not approach the chaſte 
Vife of my friend, with this detail, I al- 
moſt inſtantly . recovered to a ſenſe. only 
of diſguſt ; againſt report, againſt appear- 
-ances, and almoſt againſt reaſon ; "my 
| heart had hitherto refuſed belief, of the 
infamous conneQtion, -in which ſhe was 
ſaid to live with the General; but here 
was confirmation ſtrong of all; the capti- 
vating modeſty, which had enſlaved: my 
reaſon, as much as her beauty, had ex- 
cited my paſſion, was now no more; the 
appointed hour was midnight, the place 


A; 8 . 1 8 141 


ende wbos de temple, 4 mall bund | 


ing. almoſt hid i in a thick wood at the ie 


rom P of th the flower aa and 5 Den F 


ty will was TY valautis' till he! Kone! 


arrived, when I repaired to the temple, 


my whole heart fixed on one objekt, that 
of reforming the charming creature, of 
ſnatchivg her from deſtruttio n, from in- 
famy; and fo delighted was 1 with this 
ſcheme, I had brought i it to a certainty in 
my mind, that I ſhould ſucceed: the 


moon, as if conſcious of the ſcene ſhe was 
to witneſs, ſhone with extreme ſplendor: 


and my eyes, achingly fixed in eager ex- 
peftation of her on whom chey ever dwell 


with adoration and pleaſure ; were at laſt. 
gratified by the ſight of her, walking 


celmly down the avenue: Oh Butler let 


moment all the lautable purpoſe. of my 
ſoul A flew in ardour, in rapture to meet 
her, the rank from my warm ' embrace, 


Vor. It. . 
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1. ſaw all the traces of affright, and terror 
in her, countenance, ſne would have re- 

treated and it was by force only L, de- 
tained her—1 have done wrong—I ſee 1 


bhbave done wrong, ſaid the angel, pray 


Mr. Harley let me go; the modeſt terror, 
viſible in her manner ſurpriſed me, Ace 
| <ollefied myſelf, if thought I.this agita- 
tion is real, how,unpravtiſed in vie mur 
ſhe be: I told her ſhe muſt not yet go, EY 
had a great deal I muſt, and would ſay. to 
| her; and attempting to lead her into che 
temple, ſhe burſt i ina tears: Ohl. Butler, 
| my ſoul ig 88 tal to hers, no e ; | 
of her ee when 1 am preſents. 
but what I am inſtantly by a ſympathetic. 
power, affected with; let naturaliſts; thoſe 
Who pleaſe themſelves with a minute in- 
veſtigation of cauſes, and effects, *till loſt, 
in the labyrinth of their own wiſdom; let 
thoſe: account for it; my tears accompa- 
nied hers ſtill in diſpleaſure; though I 
had given ber no n 1. ſhe: 
11 would 


* * F A ay 


* 


whuld "ey left : me; ; al Jedgit r became 
more colte&ea; and then with a as much 


earneſtneſs, as i my Toul « depended « on the 


event ; 1 endeavoured to make her ſenſi- 
| ble of her Uilgra «ceful fituation, ; * 


CC 000 


Boer The 1 either white as "miniſtring 
angels, of ſhe is deceitful ; a8 the damned; 
her firſt emotion was ſurpriſe ; the quef- 
tioned me with quickneſs, but as 1 pro- 
ceeded, the ſeemed _ loſt in attention 5 
wept to agony, and at Jensch burſt ſud- 


| WD. from x me. N 


16 ad n no power 0 detain 123 yet H : 


# 4+, 
28 01 . 


many "things of moment io my Peace, to 


my exiſtence, hid I left u nſald, I did * 
hope Caroline vin not be offended) offer 
her, m. y fifter's protection, if the would 
leave . eee Wo” authorif ſed, 1 
mon gut to do chat, both by virtue, "and 
prude hee: bad 1 1 been 1 fortunate, as to 


prevail on her, it would have been a great 
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| CatisfaRtion to Lady Mary. to. 1 wor. 
the was diſpoſed of, and to me. oh! what 
Wo would it not have been to me. „ 
1 "How I reached the Hermitige, the, 
| God under whoſe eye I had afted only 
| . knows; her image, her tears, the ſound of 
| her voice, accompanied me; I threw my-. 
: f * ſelf on my bed, and continued ruminating 0 
on the ſcene I had paſſed | with Agnes, till 
103 my ſervant informed me che chaiſe was at 
| il the door; and the trunks, which I had 
3 ordered to be ready, all chained o on. 55 


1 What 1 felt at chat moment, Butler, i Is 
It i | | not to be conceived, or expreſſed; | 4 | 
in os thouſand procraſtinations, | which ſhame 
5 forbid my uttering, roſe to my lips; what 
would 1 not have given for one, only 
1 one interview more the officious Benſoh 
1B brought my chocolate, i it ſtood untouched; 
* and now awakened from my reverie, 1 
heard che buſtle below among my! ſervants. | 
. 
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"fl 10 ef] out wel my window, oh! fo: 
alight the verdare of the fields, and 
the rich drapery of the ſurrounding trees; 
the melody of the vocal throng, which 
Was only to be exceeded i in ſweetneſs, by 
the ſongſtreſs of my foul, formed a con- 
cert as if to invite my ſtay; T had been 
ungratefully inſenſible of the beauty of 
my: own paradiſe, which now. T was leav- - 
ing it, ſeemed to reproach my negle&; 
but it was thee Agnes, who! weaned my 
ſoul from all in which it had delighted, 
and it was thy dear form, that now lurked 
under the pleaſing ſcene before me, and 
with thy magnetic power ill drew me to 
one point: oh! for one moment's reſolution 
I cried, and ran down. to the chaiſe— the 
lad went off in a hand gallop, I paſſed the 
obeliſk with ſuch velocity, T had hardly 
time to give it a ſigh; and my mind has 
been! in a barten n ever 1871 ee 
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I have an on feverat ing" T 
; prot.) to fay to her, abſolutely neceſſary 
to my peace, and her. welfare : 3 * ſhould 
| have told ber, where the man, who offered 
himſelf : as her guide to virtue, mi might be 
5 found; 1 Mond have aſſured her of my 
unchangeaple devotion, and ſervices; 1 
might under the coyer | of the night have 
; taken : a Jock, of her lovely bs and 1 


N 


= „ e many, more oy 1 { fouls, 
have thought on, which Hen. I forgot, but 
now can think of nothing elſe ; what A 
diſmal road from the * Benz, 1 
4 will ll go n no farther this PIPE. 
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v i is in vain to Aikguiſe the . why 
indeed: ſhould: I attempt it; I cannot 
leave the country .without one more in- 
terview with Agnes; a dreadful forebod- 


| ing _ ON wy heat x how could I go, 
Without 
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. A 8 ? N ts W 227 
without . whether ſhe got into the 
houſe in ſafety ? whether her tender, and 
delicate conſtitution did not reteive in- 

jury from the damp of the night, from the 


leaſt ſenſe of honor, on a retroſpe(t of our 
| converſation?” T was too litile maſter. of 

myſelf, her ſoul mild: as virtue; adorned 
by the graces, muſt have felt the rude 


ſhock,” of my incautious addreſs; I ſhould- 
have ſoothed, not terrified her; I yet ſee 


her terror, 1 feel her agit tion,” When 
preſſed to my beating heart; and can I 


then leave her forever, without obtaining 


her pardon? Butler, forgive and pity me; 


I return, I cannot exiſt from her; yet to 


what purpoſe do I return? alas! perhaps 
to die at her feet; oh! that without a 


dreadfull act of my own, I could indeed 


die. n T ack not DSA to live. 
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hl fg the, mind. enervated with ſox- 
row, and ſelf reproach, is ſenſible of its 


on debaſement; 26 {cel the pangs which | 


rend your heart; ves, Edward, Caroline 


Butler 'P virtuous Joys, her happineſs, 1s: 
_ at, the: ſhrine of a wanton - 
ſtart, you are angry: the eye that has pe- 
netrated your heart you fancy cannot beam 
with impurity; you only, will not allow 


| your Agnes to be leſs than angelic, while 


the whole world knows ſhe is an aban- 
doned 
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1 doned woman ; 1 may in the bitterneſs of . 


my grief, inveigh againſt a cauſe ſo fatal 


to whomſoever comes within the contagion 
of her influence; the ruin of the peace 


of the amiable Lady Moncraſs, is not 


enough; Julia Neville her only daughter, . 
diſtractedi fond of young Reuben, and 
impatient at the reſtraint laid on her, has 
eſt her mother; without a poſfibility of 
retracing Her erring ſteps.fure this wo- 
man, this Agnes, was ſent among us for 
general deſtruction; yours in particular; x | 


firmly” believe-ſhe will 'occafion : how are 
vou changed, how fallen is that mind 
where honor, and all the dignity of placid 
virtue, were vont: to dwell; Oh! Edward 


with your peace is-flown that of the ſiſter 


of your youth; ire ſuffers for you, and the 
gay hopes of à happy and proſperous life, 
are in their opening cloſed; by Ane Loans 
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would expoſe themſelves to ridicule, by 
extolling the virtue, the g grates, the honor | 
of a woman, who is companion to a: mar. 
_ ried man? Oh! Edward, bluſh hand- 
ſome no- doubt ſhe may be, and the 
charms with which nature” has endowed: 
her, are doubtleſs improved by art: her 
lillies, and roſes, will I dare ſay ſtand the 
teſt of time — then ſhe ſings; and plays; 
heavens ! that an angel ſhould boaſt ac- 
complifhments—any of the Signora's in 
the Hay-market, may be ſeen diſplaying, . 
for balf-a-guineaz. how: fatile, how in- 
adequate to your own ſelf juſtification, 
are the fulleſt extent of her attractions. 
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ſeducing garb? . Once more 1 entreat 
you—delay. not. a moment, I- wemble with 
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O I tive ? may T believe my ſenſes? 
Agnes, my Agnes is awakened to a ſenſe of 
virtue; ſhe has. leſt Belle Vue, on the 
very night, within perhaps the very houn 
her Harley imꝑlored her ſo to do. 
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dom; who knows: into what perils ſhe 
may fall; O thou almighty defender of the 
innocent, protect, preſerve my Agnes. 


Ves, Butler, my Agnes will yet be an 
honor to ſociety, and oh! do not ſeverely 
judge of that fond heart, which ſwells in 

rapture, at the hope of receiving the dear 
wanderer, to its inmoſt receſs; nor you, 
my ſiſter, my friend, turn in ſcorn from a 
| penitent, over whom God himſelf will re- 
joice: Oh l. my friend, now that I dare 
hope the time may come, when I ſhall 
call Agnes mine, when 1 ſhall fee her 
fine eyes lifted up in confidence, among 
the virtuous of her ſex; my full heart, 
cannot contain itfelfs did you but know 
utters, and were you to melt like me at 
the ſound of her melodious voice, like 
me, did I ſay, no, ſhe is my kindred ſdul, 


enn eced by ber 
FO 25 FEE like 
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like me? I ſhall live, I ſhall once more 
tread the ſweet maze of my woods with 
rapture, if heaven deſtines her to be my 
companion there; a meſſage from Belle- 


Vue, the General is ill; he was here yeſ- 


terday, enquired whether Agnes had been 


ſcen here; adieu, I am going to obey his 


ſummons, 
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1 Told you in my laſt. I was ſent: for to- 


Belle-Vue, and that I was juſt going thi- 
ther—I found the houſe in confuſion 
the General ſeized with the gout in his“ 
ſtomach, and the family in great appre-- 


henſions for his life; Gallina- heſitated 


about admitting me, yet he knewhis Ä 


ter wiſhed much to ſee me. 


} Madame de Aida came to-me, the- 


moment ſhe heard L was arrived 


A x) Hermitage: 


af 


A G N E 9 
8 4 * 5 ˖ 4 ** % b 3 8 T3 ö 1 
* A — * * * * 2 4 * ha 5 4. 1 7 

4 * | 


Oh! Mr. Harley, faid ſne, 1 have but 


you had an interview with Miſs de Courei, 


| the night before the laſt ; you were abſent 


yeſterday, tell me on your honor, do you 


know any thing of her, has ſhe put her- 
ſelf under your protection? I declared 


on my honor, as I truly might, ſhe had 


not; and I added to this aſſervation, my 
fervent. wiſh that ſhe had Madame de 


is then gone to France, Madame St. Law 
rens is not there, ſhe will follow: her to 


Abbeville, ſhe will diſturb the laſt mo- 


ments of her poor mother, and will infal- 
libly break her own heart: all this Wẽas 
leading to the ſubjeQ next mine; which 


was bent on purſuing Agnes; I was al- 
ready an the road to France in my wiſhes, 
and it was with great difficulty, ſhe pre- 
vailed on me to. ſtay at Belle-Vue, till the 


phyſician could be conſulted, on the fafe- 


ty of my being admitted to the General: 
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which Madame St. Lawrens is abbeſs, and 


Where Agnes/is ql ho ne; if L do not 


overtake her by the way, I ſhall be ſure 
to meet her at the convent. Hope, my 


dear FNfter, 4s' my fellow traveller; wt 
knows but my angel is innocent; how the 


thought elates me, it is after all more than 
-poſſible; would the abbeſs elſe patronize 


her? would ſhe fly to the protection of a 
convent, from the arms of pollution ? or 


-grant the worſt, ſhe will yet reform, and 


-oh! extatic thought, ſhe will yet be mine; 
-when you receive this I ſhall be far 
my way to France; yes, beloved ſhades, 
where ws led in peaceful ſecu- 


rity; where I thought carè could not en- 
cter, and where alſo 1 found, the futility 


of every precaution, to ſhut out the pal- 
fon that now occupies my whole ſoul, ! 


þ have bid you adieu, never more to return, 


more to ſolace in your calm de- 
5 1 \ | lights, 
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lights, except I bring my Agnes to ſhare 


with me the joys of virtuous love; yet 


Caroline, though loſt in the wild, tranſ- 


ports, which hope, ſo long a ſtranger to 
my breaſt infpires; I do not forget how 


deluſive it may prove; and ſhould it now 5 


deceive me, my leffon will be a very ſhort 
one, I have only to learn how to die; 1 
cannot exiſt without Agnes, ſhe is all that 


can render life deſireable, nay ſhe is life 


itſelf ; and ſhould that fail, thin my be- 
loved James, and ſtill dearer re n 
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1 ' You! will, find | ny, 20 0 * is 
drawer of my ſecretary. 
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. | a5 ux deat Major, 3 Hot omg ms. 
3 town ieee HA bus: ee ee 
| Wh Am too * indiſpoſed to move, or 
1 ſhould have been with you, inſtead of this 
; | letter; Agnes my beloved Agnes, has 
F left me; ſhe is gone from Belle-Vue : 
| dear unfortunate fugitive! the pride of 
1 Het ſoil took alarm; vet 1 thought 1 bad 
U . wee 8 precaution·—— MM 
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Rut 1 e Ab and am 
too ill to be more explicit; that I have 
faid before, and you did. ſpare your friend 


N E S. 141 


is the warmth of a noble heart, and would 
be a ſeyere reproof to mine, if all was 
not right, in the grand account between 


halte andi 3 of ber ee N 


* * ws: think on Los Vary: $ ut. 
ferings 1 but 1 belieye ſhe has a conſola- 
tion very ill founded, ſhe thinks Julia has 
put herſelf. under my protettion, dear im- 
prudent. child, 47 wiſh, to ue ſhe was 
with me 


e TERS Ou 
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together, ſome you do, and ſome you do 
not know, rend my heart, and take from 
me all my boaſted fortitude ; a gouty at- 
tack is juſt repelled from my ſtomach, my 
nerves are no longer proof againſt grief, 
and indeed my whole frame is in a terrible 
. a | ſhattered 


4 


me, and my maker I need not ſay. 1 
know nothing of Julia, yet I. ſhould not 
be ſorry that Reuben did; but he was at 
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mattered ſtate: I write particularly to beg 
my dear Major, you" will immediately, 
both by yourſelf}! and what emiſfaries you 
think proper to employ; make every poſ- 
ſible enquiry after Agnes, ſhe will certain- 
ly endeavour to get a paſſage to France; 
whither I am Juſt now; ſolicitous to pre- 
vent her going; but ſhould you be ſo 
happy as to find her, lay her under no re- 
ſtraint, only ſay that I have a letter for 
her from St. Clare; recover her, dear 
Melrofe, and guard her honor, and her * 
li | perſon, as you would your wife, or fiſter; = 
dee is not my miſtfeſs. She is nearer to les 
1 | my heart than ever woman in that fitua- 
1 tion, \ was to man. 115 
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Major Melroſe to General Mon icra aſe. 
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OU are certain, notwit 
levity, £/hould perhaps be aſhamed at' my 
years to nes that I ſhare in all your 
diſtreſſes: I am indeed, not only ſur- 
priſed at the unaccountable elopement of 
our Agnes, but exceedingly alarmed at 

he effect it has had on your health: But 

eneral, never let it be ſaid after all the ? 
ſtorms you have weathered, that a woman 
has at laſt conquered you; don't be an- 
Sry. ON ſwear your Agnes is a veſtal, and 
yourſelf 
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. an anchorite, reches age on a 
fick-bed, you ſhould tax me with unkind- 
_ neſs. —By: heaven between you, and your 
wife (who to be ſure, as uſual in all matri- 
monial ſquabbles, are both in the right) 1 
am terribly out of ſorts. Her ladyſhip is in 
town and her Tervant left a card for me, 
the moment of her arrival. 

| have made all poſſible enquiries after 
. your ſtray lamb, and as the whim is of 
Tuch importance to you, wiſh I had ſuc- 
ceeded better; I have likewiſe taken the 
ſureſt method of gaining information, 
| ould any young perſon of her deſcrip- 
tion, apply for a paſſage to the continent 
from hence; that is, I have made it the 
intereſt of thoſe, he were moſt likely to 
know it, to give me early intelligence; 
my inclination would certainly carry me 
to Belle- Vue, were I not perſuaded, I 
Thall by perſiſting in my 39 4x4 
vr more TON * friend.” 


And 
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And now to your lady; upon my ſoul, +” 
0d Moncraſs, the wiſeſt thing n can s 
both do, is to return to your mutyal 
vows; I foreſte if you do not, I ſhall be 
obliged to be executor to you both 


I do not eder at Julla's elapement—- 
the houſe in St. James's-place has more 
the appearance of a mauſoleum, than the 

gay, and elegant manſion of Lady Mon- 
. craſs. . 1 congratulated her ladyſhip, that 
it had taken place before marriage. 
Ob! Major, ſaid Lady Mary, mildly, is 
not that judging 400 hard of my daughter? 
1 am gudging, madam, of Mr. Neville'* 
daughter ( ſhe nog and of human 
nature 
Poor . l gbd he, but * 
all that, Major, if I could recover my 
truant girl? ; 

You would 4 wed her to a puppy. inter- 

ö * 4. . 
b Lord Morden infos u he . 
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far from a contemptible character, and 1 


had rather ſee her the wife of a commo 

labourer than — 

Than who, Lady ing ? ſpeak | 
You know who I mean. 
Well, madam, I confeſs I do; 40 am 


Jorry to my ſoul to hear you make ſuch a 


declaration; and will Lady Mary forgive 
me, if I tell her in the ſofteſt whiſper, ſhe 


has ſuffered the baneful effedts of one 
paſſion, to taint el — of her whole 


Hfe— * | 
ow fir? 00 ſhe; e 


Indeed you have, all you ſee, fd os. | 
every action, every word you utter, are 
all tinctured with jealouſy, curſed jea- 
louſy ; ; how elſe could a woman of your un- 


derſtanding, ever ſuppoſe, Julia Neville, 
an over- indulged heireſs in her own right, 


ſenſible, ſpirited, and volatile, would give 
up the firſt attachment of ner young heart, 
an attachment originally countenanced by 
mpliment to nn caprice 


mala 


W in 


{pardon me) and make her ſelf the imple- 5 


ment of reſentment for an imaginary 


wrong; (ſhe at leaſt thinks it ſo) offered 


a mother, who was as ready to ſacrifice 
all for love, as her daughter can be for 
the ſoul of her?: - . 

Very well, Major—very well=-my 4 


meſtic misfortunes expoſe me to con- 


tempt, to ridicule— 

They do indeed, madarn—but not from 
me 

Heavens! . is it you, alles ad 
dreſs me, in this manner? how, fir, have 
I deſerved? and her nn Wen ſwelled 
to her eyes. 

Faithful Lady Mary, « are the wounds 
of a fend, 

A friend, fir, is this friendſhip? 4 is it 
humane; to upbraid me with the fatal con- 
ſequences, of that love for -your friend, 
which has coſt me ſo dear? if the impru- 
dence of my only child is to be aſcribed 
to chat oauſe; do I not, think you, fir, 
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ſuffer enough from my on feelings ? and 
do you call it the office of a friend, to ſtab 
me to the heart with reproaches, that 
more properly belong to the barbarous 
man, who has ſo cruelly involved me in 
ſuch complicated ſorrow? - | 
Ah! Lady Mary, how adage: would 
your manner of ſpeaking of General Mon- 
craſs be, if his preſent illneſs were to ter- 
minate fatally 1 | 
 Hineſs, Major, what illneſs? who is ine 
terminate fatally and ſhe actually panted 
for breath dear Melroſe, taking out her 
{al volatile, ſure General Moncraſs is not 
ill, you would not conceal it; O too ſure 
(and then indeed the torrent burſt forth, 
ſhe wept even to agony) 1 am not equal to 
that trial no—all my prayers are offered 
to heaven, that I may be the victim, that my 
life may fleet from me in the ſad ejulation 
of my heart indeed wonder, that I yet 
Jive; but grief, though ſlow, is ſure in its 
definitive effect on the human frame; God 
: | 1 nh 


. N 8 Welty ; 5 45 


ts 


only knows, how contentedly I ſhould re- 


kgn a life; in which I find no comfort 


every hope of happineſs, every proſpett 
of felicity, ſhut in forever from me, whew 


I loſt the affeQions, of 5 5 once adore ; 


Moncraſs = 


You have not, Lady Mary, loſt de ab 


fections—he ſtill 


Oh! forbear Major, e an at- 
tempt, that inſults my reaſon; ſpeaking of 


mere perſonal attractions, what hope have 


I, could I ſtoop to the trial, to wean his 


heart, from his preſent attachment: his 
Agnes is beautiful, young, and accom- 


pliſhed ; if ſhe has errors, the bloom of 


health, and youth are a covering, which 
fondneſs will not penetrate:— I alas! am 
paſt the ſeaſon of beauty, «homely age hath 
the alluring beauty took from my poor 


« cheek,” my ſpirit broke, my form waſt— | 


ing, and ſubject to many infirmities; ſome 


from conſtitution, and more from grief of 


heart; 8 this face, Major, and this fading 
9. form 
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Want . 1 claim compaſſion from 
General Moncraſs; but my ſpirit is too 
near akin to his, to accept fo inadequate 
a ſubſtitute for love; my paſſion for him 
| fill retains all the warmth of its firſt im- 
preſhon: in the enthuſiaſm of unbounded 
| fondneſs, I forgot he was mortal ; happy 
had 1 been, if he had ſuffered me to die 
in the pleaſing delirum : but I pain you, 
Major, (indeed ſhe did) and what do theſe 
repetitions, thoſe fond regrets all tend to, 
but to convince you, although I know the 
world will ridicule me for it; the delicacy 
of my affection for General Moncraſs is 
ſuch, that even if he had, as 1 requeſted, 
acknowledged his error, and reſigned his 
favorite to me, I ſhould, though not in a 
ſtate of ſeperation, have been equally mi- 
ſerable: never ſhould I then any more 
than now, have forgot that “ ſuch things 
« were ;”” perhaps I am wrong—perhaps I 
am myſelf convinced that I am ſo; but in 
efron n cannat diveſt my- 

1 ſelf 


LY 2 Y 


ad ou to remind you, that never yet 


ſelf of prejudices, imbibed at a very early | 
period of my life; when my heart re- 


ceived the gueſt which has been always 
dear to 1t—when I firſt loved. Moncraſs, 
my ſentiments were exattly what they now 


are, and were rooted: in 15 mind nal, Bis 


coineidence. 2 51 
Dear 1340 Mary Jada FAY brine 


was a man created. without ſome imper- 


fection, ſome alloy; and however deſire- 


able that extreme purity, on which you 


are pleaſed to reſt your notions of happi- 


neſs; we live i in-an age, when it would be 
impoſſible to retain it, without being ab- 


ſolutely ridiculous. 


J do not contend that it is; Major, an- 


ſwered ſhe, what 1 have ſaid has been 
rather a confeſſion of my own particu- 
larities, than a wiſh to ſet up my opinion, 


— 


as a ſtandard of what is right, and what is 
wrong: Cuſtom reconciles you gentlemen 
to e things, which in the weaker ſex 
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would be attrocious; a modern huſband 
will not bluſh: to be told of actions, which 
would deprive his wife of every thing va- 
luable; would render her an alien to her 

| friends, an outcaſt to ſociety, and leave 
her dependant on the man ſhe/had/injured, 
for means of ſubſiſtence, how large ſoeves 
her dower might be: All this, can cuſ- 
tom upheld by ſocial law effect, but Ma- 
Jor, aſk your heart, if it has ever been 
tenderly enſlaved, what had cuſton then to 
do with your feelings? could it blunt the 
edge of one pang, inflited by injured 
love? Cuſtom cannot reconcile us to a 
depriviation of our deareſt treaſure, nor 
relieve the aching woe of deſerted ten- 
derneſs; in theſe caſes, it rather irritates, 
than alleviates; and in ſuch minds as 
mine, only ſerves to wean it from every 
.carthly hope, without diveſting it of the 
agonizing remembrance of paſt days, which 
vill live even in death: You know your friend, 
and you know me; why then defend in 
* 1 15 1 | him 


had a conduct, which has ſo ante; a ſource; 
| and reproach me for what preys on myſelf, 
 vithout i injuring any other perſon- 

beg you pardon, madam, I do not re⸗ 
proach, I venerate your many virtues, - 


and I conſider your grief as ſacred; I 


would only awaken you to a ſenſe of the 
dangerous predicament in which yourſelf, 
the General; and your daughter now ſtand: 
my. friend is very ill —ffie ſtarred—your 
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countenance, madam, is not of the moſt 


flattering; and where now is Jula? 5 


Wiek him 1 ſuppoſe, anſwered ſhe, : 


colouring with reſentment— 


Upon my honor, . no—madam—I vill | 


ſhe were! 


She is hen with. Reuben, and. * 


knows . 


5 Now, General; 1 want to know at this 
period, exactly what will be your thoughts 


on the next act of your friend; I am not 


: perfeRtly pleaſed with myſelf, and have on- 
e 5 95 ly- 
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J we mention] 10 bomber en 
0 kind of latent reproach my mind gives me; 
and which ſhould your blame be added to 
4 it, wilt be N an _— ſenſation— 


1 hai your letter in my 8 and with- 
out recolleCting the great ſolicitude it ex- 
preſſed for Agnes, thought it would at leaſt 
convince Lady Mary of your innocence, 
with reſpett to Julia: It had that effect to 
be ſure, but the many expreſſions of ten- 
derneſs for Agnes, and the conviction, that 
her daughter was actually out of the pro- 
teQtion of her friends, operated in a dread- 
ful manner; I really thought two hours that 
I Raid, her life in the greateſt danger; ſuc- 
0 ceſſive faintings, and hyſterics, left her al- 
maoſt lifeleſs; phyſicians were called in, 
when I returned home to curſe my offici- 
Wy eee 91 write anne, | 


(alte dey ſeul, . Lady Mary-is 
«Bualy in an i fate of hekb—1 do not 
blame 


— 


— 


| blame you—you are not perhaps deſerving - 
of it, but 1 wiſh to the Lord the time was 


known, and theſe curſed riddle-me-ree 45 


figure hers, to be dancing into the world: 


need ¶ bid you not regard my non , 
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come when your innocence might be made 
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Lam returning to St. I abice; one 
moment my heart bleeds for you, the next 
for your lady then again I. form to my 
ſelf the miſchievous conſequences of that 
little vixen, Julia's elopement, a prett7 
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alone, and unprotected, in ſearch of ad- 
ventures; , I. am a, little ſorry: for your -- 
Agnes, and in concluſion, wiſh you all 
fairly. at the devil; but dear Moncraſs, 
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the warmth · of my affection, and friend- - 
ſhip for you, ſhould.excuſe it; I am im- 
patient ta hear from you, and almoſt as 
impatient to give you a proof of my aſſi- 
duity in your ſervice, by ſending you- ſome - 7. 
news of your: * „ 
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| enter a world you rejected? if the mag- 
nanimity of your ſouls, the ſtrength of our 
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ws 5 wet did St. Care ? ja 


why did you ſuffer your poor Agnes to 


underſtanding, and the feverity of your 
virtues, were, as you; have. often declared; 
too weak to defend you, from the inſinua- 
tions of paſſion, and the temptation, 


well as injuries of the wicked; why did 
you conſign your Agnes, to the: fin, the 
ſorrow and regret; in which only, ſhe has 
found this boaſted world to abound? ever 


dear 
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dei we ever- nee lady Abbeſs, why 
did you not rather keep fo weak a erea. 
ture in the boſom of your love, unknows 
ing, and unknown, to all but yourſelf, 
S Clare, and the dear ſiſterhood of 
our convent; how] will they, and how | 
Vill you tremble ? not your own innate 

goodneſs, not the holy fervor which fills | 
your peaceful fouls; wilt ſupport you, 
when you are told; your Agnes, the child 


of your adoption, is 'a fugitive, among 


ſtrangers, x wanderer in a country ſhe 
knows not without one friend or protec- 
tor; that the houſe of General Moncraſs 
is no longer her aſylum: yes, madam, 1 
have left Belle- Vue, I have abandoned 
the protector to whom: St. Clare conſigned 
me; him; in- whoſe commendation, I have 
been ſo laviſh; and I am become a volun- 
tary exile, from the charming: ſpot; where 
every thing conſpired to lull me into 
fancied ſecurity, and render me infenſi- 
J to the diſgrace of my ſituation. | 
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is it hat poſſible can vice reſide in * 
boſom; apparently conſecrated: to every 
ſocial virtue? or if not, can there be 
fo much refined malice among men ꝰ are 
mere hen ſpirits, who ſeek, che haunts of 


innocence, and honor, for the fell pur- 


poſe of columny and are they ſuffered 


to dyelb in ſafety, while their enyenomed 


ſhafts, ſtrike. deep into the guiltleſs. unof- 
fending heart, and there wound even to 


death? Alas! alas l and am. I alone, un- 


known; and -unprotefted; in ſuch a world, 
and among ſuch ſpirits—ſuch was my af- 


right at the horrid explanation; and ſuch 
i WY eagerneſs, to eſcape, that having once 
dompaſſ dee ee deſired; I had 
no Fran good it ould not enſure, nor 
dread of any en wh e prerentio — 


o FO STEN1 £4. 
Ba 


1 had abr che e no ere of | 
my ſituation; it did not occur to me, that 


I was in a foreign country, that out of the 
| <onneRion * leaving, there was not in 


| 989 5 | | ne: 


AGNES 155 


England a being to whom I could apply 
for protection; all my ideas were im 
merſed, in the anticipation of my recep. 


tion at your convent; I thought not of 


the ſpace of land, and fea, which divided: 
me from you; and ſtill leſs did I think on 

the means, ane to e me ſo loug, | 
a Jen: 5 


W ad never. OP of iniportdines: 
to me, nor influenced a fingle abt of my 
life; the dear friends he taught me, that 
virtue was above price; that honour had; 
no union vith intereſt, and that true piety;, 
and worldly wealth, were diſtin& things; 
forgot to add, we ſend. you Agnes where: 
you may poſſibly kear of the things uwe 


* 


have taught you to prize; hut, 8 


4 - 
1 
. 


I knew not che value of a+ louis at 
Paris, except to-relieve the indigent; nor- 


gold is of more importance than any oft 
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Cars 


of an Engliſh guinea, but to raiſe the 
meek hearted, or habe. poverty from the 
roof of ee 


n now, P's am e myſelf; ad 1 
write this ſhort, incoherent letter, to tell 
my dear lady Abbeſs, her Agnes is. in diſ- 
treſs ; ; that ſhe waits for a remittance to 
enable her to return to her convent:— 
Oh!. that I never hadi left it; I am among 
people from whoſe familiarity my heart 
recoils, they may be reſpectable enough 
in their way; but oh !. how different from 


1: 2 thoſe, whom under your ſacred protection, 


and at Belle-Vue,, I bare, been Leck to 
| Agi with. 


* 


a Ins j I ſhall RN SE receive 3 

letter. of. credit from vou, and then, with 
whatalacrity ſhall I begin thelaſtjourney, L 
truſt I ſhall ever take ; once again in the- 
mo ſhelter of our dear cloyſter; ne- 


ver; 
| # 


* 


9 5 3% 


ver, never more, ſhall my heart, or feet 
become wanderers. 


x a Gi hope, and expectation; my. 
dreams are full of you, I am continually: 
with you, and dear St. Clare; I hear. her 


voice, melting in tenderneſs, as ſhe prays; 


yes, I know ſhe joins your'prayers for the 
poor fugitive; oh ! may they avail, may 
they. obtain. the projeRtion of the ane 
for ye | | | 
Th AGNEs.. ? 


For dos x ſhall. explain BY n 
addreſs thus: 5155 

Louiſa Fermer, at Madame du Mind. 
Great Suffolk-ſtreet, London. 
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IJ know the tenderneſs of your nature, 


the love you bear your Agnes, and your 
folicitude for her happineſs, too well, to 
doubt the painful anxiety, my letter muſt 
have created in you, or to defer letting 


you know my preſent ſituation, till the 
return of the mail; more eſpecially, as it 


will be ſome days, even after that, before 
1 could perſonally unravel the hateful 
myſtery, which obliged me to leave Belle- 


Vue; I feel, with equal certainty, and 


gratitude, that while you continue in this 


anxious ſuſpence, you will be wretched; 


it is a long detail—but no matter—you 
. „ will 


r 


will read it with indulgence 3 in the tedi= | 
ous interval, which the return of the poſt 


will occaſion, I ſhall have but too much 
leiſure, and my heart, dreadfully op- 
preſſed, ſeeks a motive to _ it out of 
itlel.— | 


When L 3 8 my n St. 
Clare, her laſt words to me were (after re- 
commending me to God) * Child of my 


heart my Agnes - be not curious—ſuf- 
« fer not thy peace tO be- diſturbed, by . 


« any thing, which appears like myſtery 3 
« time, a ſhort, time, will convince my 
« child, how dear her welfare is to me— 
« follow implicitly the directions of the 
* worthy. man under whoſe nnen 1 
0 now ere e thee, g LE 185 


Did 1 . ever BP TRI hint hot 
faint? a look from her, has always been 
the ultimate rule of my attions.—She tore 
herſelf from 1 e and left me, 

fainting, 
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| faintingrin the arms of General Moncrafs; 
who was himſelf overwhelmed. with ſor- 
row; we proceeded (when:the packet was 
out of ſight, in the General's carriage to 
London; where he placed; me under the 
care of Madame de Vallmont, and having 
furniſhed me with every. appendage to 
rank-and family, left me; but this L have 
n 4 before. 

. a Ida is the 3 of 
the Chevalier de Vallmont, a gentleman 
of good expettations, but who from ſome 
family misfortunes, was obliged: to leave 
France; grief, it is thought, on that ac- 
count ſhortened. his life; and his: widow, 
having ſome valuable connettions in Eng- 
land, choſe to remain here; ſhe is ſenſi- 
ble, good-tempered, and perfectly well- 
bred; though ſhe has lived many years in 
this country, ſhe ſtill retains. all the oblig- 
ing inſinuation in her manners which-diſ- 
_ the firſt. ladies in T ; at the 

time 


dime I had the honor of vid intreduced 
to her, her ftile of living, was genteel but 
retired; her fortune, the made no ſcruple 
to. own, was very ſmall, but with it, ſhe 
was content ; nevertheleſs, the atldition 
made to her income, by the General on 
my account, and that of my ſuite, was 
both Yong and beneficial, * Ps 


We were 1 ſettled. on this agree- | 


able plan, when Madame de Vallmont re- 

. ceived a letter from General Moncraſs, in- 
viting her to accompany me to Belte-Vue; 
and acquainting her, with ſome diſagree- 
able domeſtic occurences, which had taken 
place in his family, alter his e n 
from London. 


Madame Vallmont was both grieved, and 


ſurpriſed, at the contents of this letter; 


which however, ſhe did not wholly make me 
acquainted with; we made all poſſible haſte 
40 obey the General, and reached Belle- 
1  . -Vae 
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Vue in Alice days. Here madam, I found 
myſelf i in the moſt enchanting place i in the 


world, in the arms of a man, who ſhed 


tears over me; who vow'd to protett, to 


a Wen ae e 


e cs; a my heart had never 


recognized, I had not, indeed, felt the 
want of parental protection; I had lived 
with my dear lady Abbeſs, in the regions 
of peace, in the manſions of piety; but 


dear St. Clare, thoſe were ſounds, that 
ſtruek the moſt tender chords of fenfibi- 


_ Hity, which vibrated in my heart. I bathed 


his hand with my tears, I could not ſpeak 
but from that moment, the painful ſenſe 
of obligation, his liberality had raiſed in 


my boſom; changed to unreſerved confi- 

fence, and unbounded affection ; not a 
day paſſed, but I received freſh proofs of 
_ the paternal love, with which I was ſo de- 1 
OT 3; i was yur. pleaſure, madam, to | 


have 


| By 


— 


% 
y 7 
— * ” . 
. 
„ ; 
6 # * \ 
A b — 
; S ; | a { : 
ou” cg \ q — A ö 


compliſhments taught in our convent, my 
proficiency far ſurpaſſed his expettations, 


pate ſorrow, and ſoothe the jarring paſ- 
ſions into peace; in ſhort, every thing I 


did raifed in him pleaſure, and admira- 
tion; his houſe, fortune, ſervants, nay, 
himſelf, ſeemed to live to oblige me 


and thus paſſed five of the months, ſince 
I parted with you; ſo ſmooth, ſo unruf . 
fled, and yet ſo amply filled, that 1 had 
no time or inclination to penetrate the 


appeared to hang over t 
General Moncraſs— 

About this time, a young man came to 
the 


have me inſtructed in all the female ac< 
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he admired my drawings - vas pleaſed to 
ſee me employed in my fine works — in his 
ſerious hours I read to him, and when, 
my voice, he ſaid, had the power to diſſi- 
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| myſtery, which as St. Clare had foretold, 
ne 


Belle-Vue who was introduced to me, by 
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ſenſible, and handſome; without ambition, 


and free from the influence of paſſion; he 
was in poſſeſſion of a very moderate for- 
tune, with which he was fo perfectly con- 
tent, that though he had been offered, 
nay, urged 40; accept of affluence, rank, 
and honor; he rejected them all.; and 
came to Belle-VMue, reſpectfully to de- 
cline a commiſſion in the army, which 
had been procured for him, by the Ge- 
n intereſt. | 


8 1 I ſaw no ſuch pro- 
digy in all this; the man regulated his 
deſires, by his own power; his heart re- 

13 treated from à ſenſe of obligation; he 

formed his plan of- condutt, conſiſtent with 

the independence of his mind; he: lived 
to himſelf not to the world, and perfectly 

Tatisfied, to be a reaſonable being, was 

Content, that greatneſs ſhould paſs his 


: door, did it require any violent exortion 


of philoſophy to act thus? L ſhould think 
not, I have not it is true, met with any in 


the, narrow ſphere of my acquaintance 
with the world, of this particular turn, 


but it is right; and how many right minds, 


have you, my dear madam, made me 


mentally acquainted with? but Mr. Har- 


ley (that is his name) is leaſt amiable at 


firſt fight, you only ſee that he is hand- 


ſome, and when you are previouſly ac- 
quainted with his character, his youth, 
and ſelf denial, form a contraſt much to 
1 be but as you know him bet- 


you perceive there is à grace, a 


manner, which adorns his fine perſon, and 
renders it-perfettly pleaſing; he is not for- 


ward in converſation, but when once 
drawn out, his knowledge is fo univerſal, 
his judgment ſo correct, and his delivery 
ſo eloquent; you are diſpoſed to regret is 


and while he without vanity or oſtenta- 


oy captivates the ear with ſentiments, i ——— 
which 
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which wiſdom, and elegance are blended; 

His countenance, at once chearful; and 
animated, en qu is at Peace omg 
n 55 


01 its no 1 be vain of Mr. Har- 
ley s attention to me, and therefore per- 
baps was the more ſolicitous to obtain it; 
the Engliſh gentlemen are in general very 
polite, and not a little anxious to perſuade 
us of the afcendancy our ſex has over 
them; but this young man, for ſome time, 
choſe to convince me; however well-bred 
he might be in other reſpeQs, politeneſs 

to my ſex, was. not his forte: —chis, ma- 
dam, was but for a time; it was not till 
after he had paid ſeveral viſits at Belle- 
Vue, he appeared to have formed any 
Sꝙpinion at all of me ; not indeed, till the 
many inſtances which had come to my 
knowledge, of the urbanity of his nature, 
had rendered * 1920 PIR one of the 
_ of . ; Bent 
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Wy A He- ſoon became a conſtant, and wel- 
come viſitor at Belle-Vue; the General 
was never better pleaſed, than when in 


his company; and continually regreted 
that ſuch afine young fellow ſhould ſeclude 


himſelf from the world; ence, when after a 


Night indiſpoſition, he took me to air in 
the chariot, we ſtopped at the Hermitage; 
and he commiſſioned me to endeavour to 
prevail on che philoſopher, as we called 
Mr. Harley; to give up his favourite ſyſ- 
tem, and adopt that, which his friends 


conceived would be ſo much more to his 


advantage; but it was an office For which 
my own ſentiments, by no means ee 
me; I Aid indeed make one effort, but it 

| Was too weak to be ſuoceſsful. 


Why i It is ik cannot ET but at this 
period-of my narration, my heart fails me:; 
you know me incapable of deceit, Or Va- h 

| rying from truth; but the whole truth now 


comes nen from my pen; ; I feel an 
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inward lane! bert it u a m aun "TP 
cherefore 1 will conquer it) which would 
deſtroy the unreſerved, the natural confi. 
dence, I have ever placed, in the moſt re- 
ſpettable, the moſt indulgent friends Fe: 
ever moo oxphan was Me wht 


"What woman is blind to the te the 
Inſpires? I am going to lay open all the 


weakneſs of my heart to yo. and will not 


therefore begin my confeſſion with an act 


of diſingenuity: I ſaw, I felt —chat Ed- 
ward Harley loved your Agnes; and oh 
madam, pity and forgive, the poor heart 


chat would receive, and return his love; 
in ſpite of all the weak efforts of reaſon, 


and the dictates of duty ; little apprehen- 
ive however of the errors, into which! 
was running; 1 perſuaded myſelf the par- 
tiality I felt for Mr. Harley, aroſe from a 
ſource as innocent, as free from danger 
and imputed thoſe ſenſations to friendſhip, 
which I was:too ſoon convinced, ſprung 
Lom a x pallion, I wanted inclination to re- 


6, 


if, and power to conquer; I early be- 


ror,: but the ſame motive that condemned 


my thus giving way to an attachment, 1 
| feared you would diſapprove; tempted me 
alſo to conceal it from you; not having as 
you enjoined me, laid open every move 


ment of my heart, to my beloved moni- 
treſs, 1 became every day more and more 


miſerable; time, which added to my guilt, 
enereaſed my compunAion; but after hav- 
ing proceeded thus far, I could not pre- 
vail on myſelf, to begin a confeſſion ſo 


long delayed; many were the reſolutions 
I made but the offence was too ſweet 


the crime too dear to be abandoned; fear 
therefore on one hand, and ſhame on the 
other, ever took from my faithleſs pen, all 
power to trace the characters, which form 


the name enen fager 


U x 1 * 


1 me not tendon: weary my. ende 
on a ſubject too pleaſing to myſelf; with 
LOWE SS Lw. 
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Mr. Harley's paſſion, a'melancholy viſibly 
_ encreafed, on the chearfulneſs, that was 
wont to delight us; Madame de Vallmont 
diſcovered its ſource'; Harley loves you 
Agnes, (ſhe would ſay} poor youth! he is 
blind to his own danger, he knows not the 
obſtacles he has to ſurmount: whether ſhe 
communicated her obſervations to the 
General or not, I am-yet-to- learn ; mine 
I confeſs, were ſo totally engroſſed by the 
alteration in the countenance, and man- 
ners of our new friend; + "uy: * 
= to __ wn bs elſe. 1 


be e air, ua 5 ghtly 
look, the florid countenante, and unap- 
prehenfive ehen i were | changed | into re- 

ſtraint, dejection, pale cheeks, and fear- 

fal ſadneſs; the Harley we firſt knew was 
no more; his ſenſes appeared to be 
touched, frequent abſences, during which, 
I found he abandoned himſelf to deſpair ; 
En returns, * yet tender ex- 
 prefſions, 


„ 7 


breſſions, a burſts of: tears and 


ſighs; theſe were the only proofs of love, 


he gave your Agnes, but theſe were irre- 
fiſtible; and while they raiſed compaſſion, 
gave birth to tenderneſs; I dreaded the 


effect of thoſe ſtruggles of his mind, and 
uſed all my influence to prevail on him to 
accept the commiſſion ; which the Generat 


had before-procured for him—he complied 


with my entreaties; oh | madam, he had 


no heart to oppoſe my deſires; yet when 


he came to bid us adieu, his agonies and 
diſtreſs were undeſcribable. I ſaw the fa 


tal farewel gliſtening on his eye, and qui- 


vering on his lip—I—oh! how ſhall I own 


it; how confeſs to thoſe pure beings, whoſe 


leſſons of female delicacy, and reſerve, 


were ſo many years implanted in my mind 


you have ſo often claſped'to your modeſt 


boſom, ſought an interview—made an ap- 
pointment, and en a man to viſit 
F NY WINE | "ny 
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| her, in a enn ban oh his gar — 

ane e OTE BOO; $75 3 YT 

Nh bent wii ROO you ton m 

my letter with abhorrence; you no longer 
conſider me as the daughter of your adop- 
ion, the child of your heart: Ahl ma- 

dam, reſume my unhappy ſtory; receive 
again the poor Agnes to your compaſſion, 
and to your love; ſhe was in this inſtance, 
impelled by an irrefiſtible impulſe; ſhe 
was imprudent, but not criminal: let-my 
my only offence, againft the purity of 
Jour inſtrudtions; heinous was my crime, 
* and bitter is jay ae 4 TY 


5 ＋ Sas 
£ 2 0 * 


11 yer eB SN E . was at the ace 


before me; — but how can I make, even 
to you, the degrading confeſſion ; be ap- 
peared fluſhed, as if with wine; he was it 
is true, agitated, «but not by that, dejeQed 
_ ſorrow, which excited my compaſſion ; 

| a violence, 


violence, not! 1 marked His + ations, 
he ſeized 9215 R 
ene 4 Anti zeec Re O43 tien A 
Terrified at. a. We ſo aſtoniſhing, 
and unexpeted j:all the imprudence of my 
conduct, e at nn e al re- 
collbstide. ff Y 51164ps 5 TY 


The moon tive vey dh 258 rate | 
radiant beams of that chaſte planet, which 
gliſtened through the foliage of the ſur- 
_ rounding trees, ſerved at once to reproach, 

and animate me; fear it is true, filled my 
heart, but the bluſh of een at 
on "ny check. Welt tl 
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1 d is the finely virtue: Sons: | 

eafily reſumed are the-habits of propriety : 
Mr. Harley trembled- at the ſilent agony., . 
of my looks; be fell at my beet, deplored 
my reſentment, called heaven, and. earth 
to witneſs the ardour of his love; vowed, 

yes, madam, he dared to ſo- 

15 | licit 
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licit me to fly with him: Ahl as would 


I not have given, that 1 had not autho- 


riſed wy "ily Wide * * 0wn n 


To COR all that paſſed at thin pI : 


interview is impoſſible ; let me therefore 
haſten to the important, the dreadful 
| eee 


Myn meaning, dive rs ladyAbbeſs, b but 1 
feel the folly of the expreſſion, what young 


Nera who ſuffers paſſion to een 


nn eg her TE Tre a: 
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My intention . as SW as PP am my- 


ſelf acquainted with it, in giving Harley 
this meeting; was to have reaſoned him 


terms with other people, to meliorate that 


extreme ſenfibility, which, depending on 


my own Foreſight, I concluded would be 


over-power his faculties; and by perſuad- 
ing him to enter into the world, on equal 


0 mM a> 


* 8 Gt E 8. 179 

me ruin of his peace ; when therefore he 
had the confidence, to urge me to a flight 
with him, I felt my degradation, and was 
aſhamed of my fancied wiſdom ; felf-con- 
demned, and ſhocked at my own deviation 
from delicacy ; I loft all concern for him, 
in fear for myſelf; and withed ROI 
wn to retire, 
MV bee at his propo NY and the 
ſcorn in my countenance; which however 
was levelled at myſelf; appeared to pique” 


His fortune; he TY fial} a it was, 
vu be Ir us. 

T ſarted; and ak ie to leave 
him; but, no; madam! no reſpett Was due 
to me; the de pride that ſwelled in 
my boſom, the offended innocence that 
animated my countenance; appeared to 


bim the effects of art, anck alte dation; how 
E 6. ſhall 
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1 Thall I tell youf how wound St. Clare | 
; with, the horrid. repetition? he. conſidered 


me as the , wanton. favorite of General 
Moncraſa, the. companion of his looſe 


hours, do JR mon me, madam ? N 


his witeels. 


The 17 855 common 1 and even. 


the domeſtics of Belle-Vue, all, he had 
the barbarity to tell me, looked on me in 


that light: Alas! do not the lucid drops 
of compaſſion. flow from your eyes, do 
you not conceive that the agonies I felt, 


and ſtill feel, have expiated the act of im- 
Fenz, I was guilty of. in Mrs * 


myſelf, the Being who witneſſed the hate- 


ful calumny, only knows; I did not Weep, 
nor ſpeak, my heart was burſting:— With 
all the energy, all the dignity of. innate . 


honor; Mr. Harley, then abandoned his 


Ll pleas for fayour a, himſelf; 1 and en- 


 vreated 
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treated me to fly from Belle-Vue, from 
Moncraſs, from guilt: I did not yet weep 


my heart was too full he offered me an 
aſylum with his fiſter, a woman of amiable 
and unblemiſhed character, who would, 
he ſaid, protect me: Lady Moncraſs, the 


nobleſt, beſt of women; whoſe mow bad 1 


been. rp — 


« 2 $6.86 
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Oh! my aendern omi“ ee ; 


St. Clare! by what fatality was I given to 


the protection of this man? was it neceſ- 
ſary, my entrance into the world, ſhould 


be marked by ſuch a humiliating injury? 
is it your Agnes, the humble diſciple of 
| reQitude; her to whoſe utmoſt wiſn, the 
grate of your convent, was a welcome! 


boundary? is it her, who inverts the con- 
nubial bleſſing? who breaks the heart and 


domeſtic comfort of a lady, not more re- | 
ſpected for her rank, than admired for her 


many virtues; one; who. is conſelledly, 


the ornament of Fes ny.” 
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I had been told the General was a mar- 
vie man, and that ſome- family diſputes, 
had ſeperated him from his wife: I im- 

puted the many melancholy hours he 
paſſed to that cauſe; I heard him ſigh, I ſaw 
the unbidden tear roll down his cheeks; 
how often have I prayed for reſt to his 
mind, how often thought ill of a woman 
who could treat ſuch a man with unkind- 
neſs; but little indeed could I ſuſpe& 
myſelf to be the cauſe of _ eee, 
Aion. e a 
> F returm; ae ay 
5 fippoſed miſerable fate, ſucceeded admo- 
—_ witew were en by unſullied 
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t. Cena he) wringing 1 kis 
Trice; how ſhall F-wean my'ſout from its 
dotage om thy perfèctions ? I leave thee; 
5 . or world 1 
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to loſe thy image in the mulditude; but 1 
know, I feel, how vain the attempt; wert 
thou but innocent, to toil, tos die for thee, 
vould be luxury; but remember the warn 
ing I give thee, let not the bloom of thy 
life be devoted to guilt, let not the faſci- 


nation of thy ſenſes in the preſent mo- 


ment, rob thee of all the bleſſings of a long 
futurity; let it not cheat thee of comfort, 


of innocence; leave thy ſeducer; what 


though he is noble, brave, benevolent 
amiable and rich? think of the pangs 
his infidelity inflicts on the heart of a vir- 


tuous woman, who-adores him; think alſo- | 


that thou, the faireſt maſter- piece of na- 


ture, art an accomplice in his guilt; that 


ty ſoul, which the creator has ſo divinely 


adorned, with every grace chat is n 


in woman, inſtead of being a temple of 


virtue, is the ſeat of he ſtopped, 5 
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- Unable any lon 


e 0 to nn the vio- 


lence of my emotions, and unwilling to 
enter into explanations with one, who by ; 
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And now, my dear 3 4 fri 


bis contemptible opinion of me, rendered 
himſelf unworthy my regard; I haſtily left 
the temple, and returned to a OE. 
wih the rene — = 
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you have before you the motives which.in- 
dueed me to leave Belle- Vue: but I did 
not take ſo important a ſtep, without fully 


informing myſelf, of the truth > bsi 


rid tale 1 nen from Wan. Ani n a 
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The Wa wh attended me is is in- 


nocence itſelf; I was very much embar- 


raſſed how to enter on ſuch a ſubject with 


her, but my delicacy. was needleſs.—it was 
a reſpedt I might .owe my on feelings, 


but was not in thi 


caſe due to hers; fince. ; 


I found, that not aged the nalen of 


. 


#446 * S * 
D ” 


he gt but the whole country. re- 


ceived it as an indiſputable fact that 1 


was the General's miſtreſs; and not only 
ſo, but that my guilt was aggravated by 
the diſſention I had. cauſed between. him 
and Lady Mary. 

I remarked to you in the firſt letter 1 
wrath from Belle-Vue, that I thought very 


few families of diſtinetion dwelt in that 
part of the country; as we had not many 
male, and no female viſitors: See now, a 
reaſon why folitude which rendered it a 


thouſand times more charming to me, 


reigned in- the houſe and een of 


Belle-Vue. 


Mortified at the refleQion, tired of the 
hateful ſubjeR, ſick of the world, and diſ- 
pleaſed with myſelf; permit me dear lady 
Abbeſs, here to conclude this long letter; 
I underſtand nothing of the mails—when 
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they go out, or when-they arrive; as I ſhalf 
therefore only give vent to the ſorrows. 
that oppreſs me, before F again reſume 
my pen, two packets may poſſibly reach 
Tou together from your unhappy | 
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1 Had ordered Peggy to ſit up until my 
return from the garden; and I now threw. 
myſelf on the bed, in the preſence of the af- 
frighted girl, and gave way te the ago- 
nies that diſtracted me; in my firſt tranſ- 
ports of grief, I called on St. Clare, on 
you, reproached you for expoſing me to 
ſuch inſults, then again implored yeu in 
the tendereſt terms to relieve, to protett, 
and to juſtify me; at length after exhauſts: | 
ing myſelf by the exceſs of my paſſion, 
and indignation— I began ſerioufly to re- 
volve in my mind, the whole tenor of 
zeneral. Moncraſs's conduct to me, from 
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the time of his taking me under his pro- 
degion, to that hour. 


5 Mir 71 1 no 3 of the 5 of 
what Harley bad juſt told me; it was con- 
64 firmed by my own ſervant, whole veracity I 
= never had reaſon t to ſulpect; and by athou- 
1 ſiand concurrent circumſtances, which now 
- ruſhed on my memory; yet notwithſtand- 
ing all this, I could not help doing juſtice 
to the delicacy of the General's behaviour 
at all times towards me: I could not re- 
collect a ſingle circumſtance, which would 
have alarmed the ſtricteſt, or even the moſt 
ſuſpicious purity-—Uif I Was ill he watched 
ever me with the tendereſt, and moſt pa- 
ternal ſolicitude; my recovery ever af- 
forded him the ſtrangeſt ſatisfaction, and 
my wiſhes, whenever he could make him- 
ſelf acquainted with them, were antici- 
pated: you, madam, by your example, 
made your Agnes a ſtritt obſerver of 
countenances 3 and 1 had even Hattered 
255 th myſelf, 


myſelf, that T had acquired ſome of your 


ſagacity, in forming the judgment; which 


Was the reſult of thoſe obſervations.—it | 
was always a particular pleaſure to me, to 


read the heart of General Moncraſs in his 
face —it had all 'the {implicity of the cha- 
rafter, you ſo much admire in che cele- 


brated Engliſh writer, and all the fire, wit, 
and tenderneſs ef Sterne himſelf: not 
once, no not once, did I perceive a trace 


of duplicity in 'K—when I compared his 


paternal cendutt towards me; with What! 


had always conceived - of true fatherly af- 


feRtion, a thought darted acroſs my imagi- 


nation, Which for a few moments involved 
me in perplexity of another kind: St. 
Clare has often told me, and you, dear 


lady Abbels, as often confirmed it, that 
1 was of henviriblet'anTioble birth . 


though it was neceſſary for prudential = 


reaſons to conceal my origin; even from | 
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Be not curious Agnes, ſeek not to pe- 
. '* netrate the myſtery which may appear to 
s cloud the actions of the worthy man in 

whoſe protection I place you,” ſaid my 
beloved St. Clare; ah! thought I, Mon- 
.craſs is then my father, this ſurmiſe con- 


firmed by is conduR, and by my own 


feelings, was, I for a moment fancied, 
_ Founded on reaſon; but a ſecond thought 

bade me give up that idea, as viſionary, 
the General had been married twice; I 


could not be the daughter of Leonora Se- 


baſtion, his firſt wife; and my age was a 
ſufficient proof, as well as Lady Mary's 


Aiſpleaſure on my account, that I was not 


hers : if;therefore I had any filial claims 
on the General, they muſt have been ille- 
_ -gitimate, and could not then, be either 
noble or honorable; ſo that 1 was obliged to 
_ ;elinquiſh that ſurmiſe, as equally, chime- 
ical with many other preceding ones. 
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"ob: what Was to be done 3 


Sbould the Gun nid d on . de Corel. 


under the roof of a man, who was deemed 


the ſeducer of her innecence ; and who 


was accuſed of violating every moral, and 
ſocial duty in his protection of her? ſhould 


the meet the eyes of his domeſtics, fixed 
on her as an object of infamy? the meaneſt 
of whom might ſay—this woman is our 


miſtreſs we obey, but we alſo deſpiſe her 
—behold her gaudy trappings, they are 


the- price of her honor; we are not ſo fine, 


but we are leſs guilty than her: Ah! St. 
Clare! this was not one of the myſteries 


you forbade me | to develope; and thus 
fore-armed, ſhould any latent deſign, hoſ- 


tile to wirtue, really lie concealed under 


a maſk of tender regard; would not you 


would not my own heart condemn me, 
had I ſtaid to tempt my fate, till it was 
too late to eſenpe the danger? this laſt 


xefletion | 
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reflection determined mez 1 feigned to 
have recompoſed my Fri, Laid I was 
90 e 22 bid a Peggy . Seti, 


a>, 


1 thaw not tones it is 80 . 
cuſtom of the country, or Whether it is 
only in the neighbourhood of Belle- Vue; 
chat the maſter is beloved, not feared by 
his vaſſals.; hard fare, and impregnable 
honeſty, appear to me to be the hereditary 
rights of the Engliſh peaſant; no locks, or 
bars are neceſſary to protect the property | 
of the rich, or the perſons of the poor; at 
leaſt in the demeſne of Bele-Vue, ſuch 
was the mutual confidence, between the 
zinmates and the neighbourhood, that the 
drawing a flight bolt, and ſometimes not 
that, was deemed a ſufficient night ſecu- 
rity; having 4herefore- once formed my 
reſolution, I had no difficulties i in putting | 
them in execution, but thoſe which aroſe 
in my own mind. | 
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Never, never, ſhall I know. reſt, till I 

find it in your arms; till I receive your 

pardon, and once more hear tke ſaint- 


like voice of St. Clare melt in fondneſs 
over her 
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which though it may in ſome parts deſerve 
Agnes who confeſſes ee who caſts 


errors, however enormoj 
Ment puniſhed more 
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Agnes in continuation. 
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2 Continue to write to my only Friends 
certain that I ſhall, as ſoon as the poſſible 
return of any conveyance will admit it, 
be furniſhed with means of returning, to 
your dear, and now dearer, than ever, 
convent ; becauſe I am ſure you are ſoli- 
cituous to know the whole of a ſtory, 


your juſt reprehenſion, yet it is your 


herſelf at your feet for pardon; and whoſe 


s, are at this mo- 
verely, than her 
Parti 
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| partial friends would perhaps think e Oo 


. al I ed Belle-Vue with a certain un- 

deſcribable heavineſs of heart, which had 

J not felt the propriety of the act; would 
have deprived me of the reſolution, and 
preſence of mind, which only could ſup- 
port me in the mw a .. 3 


I bios wat W you Py the 
ſituation of this noble building; it has a 
ſouth aſpect, and commands a moſt delight- 
ful view of the fertile valley, to which from 
the houſe you ſee no end; it is defended 
from the north wind, by a range of up- 
lands, and on each ſide it is adorned with 
beautiful plantations, which though raiſed 
by a ſkilfal gardener, appear to be the 
ſpontaneous work of nature; at the ex- 
tremity of thoſe plantations, are gravel 
walks, bordered. by the moſt delicious 
lang banks, whoſe verdure are pre- 
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| Aerved by the conſtant lags two . 
ſtreams, whoſe natural windings beautify, 
as well as repleniſh the whole valley: the 
great road leads cloſe by the park pa- 
lings, at the back of the houſe; ſo far [ 
knew the way I meant to go, and fo far! 
hel pres with maten Eben 
e 1 n | 

3 Let RPE to lohan you, 
| deareſt madam, my ſenſations, when from 
the window of the . General's apartment, 
ſaw him, walk about in a diſturbed man- 
ner, and by che lights which ſbood on the 
- writing table, I could perceive Him, often 
attempting either to read, or write, then 
| fuenly x rife, "and + eden * 


| 211 Th. 7 PATIL ä 437 ie "Y : 81 

- All bis Windel at that inſtant recur d ving 
to my memory, his voice, his look, hi ende 
parental tenderneſs, rendered more inte mory 


reſting by the n -anxiety of bi vas 


45 v 9 4 1 1 mind 


+ moſt a ade, alas 


30 


Cruel Harley . 
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i IL . TIO 
tears, why haft thou torn the veil from my 
delighted eyes? hat to me were the cen- 
ſures of the barbarous, ill-judging world 
when in the ſecurity of my own innocence, 
and reſting in full confidence on the honor, 
and integrity of my generous protector, my 
utmoſt ambition was to contribute to bis 
happineſs, and my fondeſt wiſh to give thee 
peace; what is now my purſuit * ? what the | 


conſequence of this raſh elopement? I add 


ever. 


window; 


K 3 
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\ % 
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to the ſorrows which: already deprive him 
ot reft, and 1 n n from thee 1 5 1 


Still were my flowing eyes fixed on the 
one in ſtance of the General's. 
tenderneſs, ſucceeded another on my me- 
mory; my heart ſunk at the retroſpect; 1 
was on the point of returning, when the 
idea 
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idea that his preſent uneaſineſs, might pro- 

ceed from his diſunion from his wiſe, and 
chat the cauſe once removed, the effect 
would alſo ceaſe 5 I turned my reluQant 
eyes away, and proceeded on my loneſome 
journey; ; then in the tumult of my mind, 
_ Your figure and that of St. Clare 04/0008 
t wat mental „ 


Agnes, ſeen the beloved St. Clare dying 
a living death, her bloom waſting, ber 
beauteous form ſhrinking from the wounds 
of calamity; her eyes weeping night and 
day for offences fhe had not committed; re- 
ſigning herſelf with patience to ſickneſs and 
" ſorrow ? thus depreſſed, broken hearted, 
and almoſt expiring ; would /ke thinkeſ 
thou have heſitated, whether to leave a te- 
_ reſtrial paradiſe, or ſtay in it, to endanger 
her own honor; to acquieſe in the moſt in- <0 
ae b * wound the: i feeling | 


—_ 
A * 


Ah 


on have. W che 2 leps her 


would fly from a man whoſe tenderneſs was 
At beſt but equivocal, ſhe would reject every 
e, that wore the guiſe of , 


Thus, . did I ei to my own 


heart, the pain 1 knew I ſhould inflict on 
the General; and thus did I re-animate my 


finking courage, till having paſt the ſum- 
mit of the hill, I had wholly, and r 


n loſt fight of Belle-Vue. 11 


4 1 now V Dar the benefit of the 1 


miles before the ſun roſe; when feeling * 
ſelf weary, and my ſpirits from their un- 


binning-vheel at the door of a hut, that 
could. d be ne by the name 
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Agnes has now done: ſhe would haſten 
from the ſcene of ſuch complicated ils, ſhe _ 


ILSS —·˙ ond — — —— — — 
2 c 
- 4 = 4 : 1 — 75 — 5 
r. 


— 
— 


1 am ſo fond of, having” walked near ten | 


uſual. exertions, nearly exhauſted; 1 a0- : 
coſted a poor woman, who was placing her 
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reſt, me 40 me a diſh W * which x | 


| promiſed} he _ e 


, as. * * WA * * 


. Sbe very conteally hewed 1 10 q 558 | 
in a barbarous and uncouth corruption of 2 
dhe Engliſh language, took great pains to 
convince me that though many of her neigh- 
bours, who were no better to pafs than 
herſelf, had forſooth, got the euſtom of 
drinking that ſhp-ſtop fuff—/e never had, 
nor ever would ſuffer it to enter her dwel- 
king; but the readily put before me her 
brown loaf, a few eggs forme butter-Milk, 
and a wooden difh filled with whey; I took 
a draught of che Hattef,” and an egg, and | 
85d! down on tlie pattet from whenee my 
hoſtels was but juſt rifen, whoſe kindneks 
tantly compenſated for the rudenets 
'of Cher diale8, * the Ainet, of oy fare. 
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ag unh in vain Yeaderroured to compol 
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tated;/ but as my feet were exceedin * 5 


bliſtered, and 1 found myſelf unable to 

purſue my journey, I lay ſome Raben a 
prey to ann 1 eb ee 

** of A 415 115 


y hoſes She e to as alga 
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da, and vety far from that robuſt make, 


which characteriſes the peaſants of this 
conti! lamented ſhe had no better bed 
for m aſſured me I ſhould be mainly wel 
come if ſhe had, for that I Was che tighteſt 


laſs ſhe had ſeen many a day, and ſure, and 


ſure if ſhe e bed, ſhe mould not 


mate too g e me. he Men 
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 Are'you i hn uno this + 


arent creature?” her ſong as ſhe een | 
ning, Which but for the benevolence of her 
nature, 1-ſhould call :a horrible ſcream was 
Interrupted h my ſighs; anch ſhe attributed 
* 151169491 10 nee palletz happy 
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This woman was a md ea. 
wherein the extremes of humanity, and in- 
difference were blended; ſhe ſaw me weep, 
and her own tears were ready to ſtart; ſhe 
was very eager to do me any kind office | 
and even offered to go to a neig as 
The called a houfe two miles off, an af 

row not only erockery, but tea, ſugar ſhe 
had, as ſhe provekly Re Os 
moiſt, which ſhe 10d me ſhe always. kept 
or poſſet, in caſe ſhe fhould be ſick; yet 
though ſhe was thus kind, and attentive to 
every thing ſhe thought would: contribute 
o my caſe ; ſhe exprefied ee e 
_riofiy; either by looks, or words, at the 


green, — fuperioras any thing 
ſhe had ſeen, yet I could not obſerve in 
535 e er 


=, 


be KA | 
” - 


her an atom of curioſity, or the leaſt deſire 


to be acquainted with any thing about me, 


but my looks; which ſhe allured. me, over. 


and over, blealed her ne, . 

She aſked: me if T wass a. 3 . 
and on being anſwered. i in: the affirmative, . 
bid me keep ſo, and not mind the men, of 
whom. i in the whole world there. were but 


two ſorts, the falſe-hearted and the good 


for- nothing. and ſhe: thanked God, days, 
weeks, and ſometimes mon ths: a . 
out her ſeeing any of them. 


Fr 1 of „ 


perfetliy eaſy in my ſituation, but Ii pro- 
fed ſo litile by her good example, that I: 
really, feli great mee to · . her 0 


1090s K 


e only. remarkable incident, which 
| _ e e 


| + (ic e fa). had? BS * off 
C trouble—bus it was all compriſed in one, 


20 ; A 'c * E 5 f 
bid a glow of reſentment into ber 
cheeks: ſhe had been in her youthful days 
plighted to a neighbouring huſbandman, 
who had forſaken her in all her bridal 
finery, the ſavings of three years ſervitude, 
at che ring doors and. enliſted for a a 
| foldier OR INTL” 
| Aal What became of the weich? Gia L. 
Oh he was either killed abroad, an- 
. 23 very ungen, es hanged at 


— 


very teifurely up to a la 
the opened it, and taking-the things it con- 

| tained out, one by one, ſhewed me her 
bridal fuit, which the hid the had never 
1 vorn nce her firſt, and laſt difappoint- 

ment, but kept it as a warning to all the 5 
young maidens that came to her houſe.” * 


* 


What will you id ending when you 
are told that while this good creature, was 
r s gratifying her bee to the . and 

| | "OR 


cooked to Aue me, I formed a ſcheme to 


re "er of thoſe valuable up th 
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1 had reaſon to expeR, that as ſoon as 


my elopement was diſcovered at Belle 
Vue; the General would at leaſt wiſh to 


inform himſelf of the route I had takew 


and perhaps too, for never more will 1 F 


conceal a thought from my only friends; 
ey might fancy: himſelf intereſted in 


my fate. Ingrate! my imagination had 
deified him, his had er e to the 


towel contempt. ee LEG TT OA 
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I was ſure the cloaths would fit me, and 
| hand Ederen ce the coun- . 


that ri F ſhoul din 7 


men to Niue ſeen th. 
top, when I Was going to Belle- Vue, 
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© After N that 1 and the next 
| * with the good old maiden; I pre- 
tended a head- ach, and accepted her offer 
do go to her neighbours, and. borrow. the 
tea, and. crockery; which ſhe. cg 
undertoqk to do, at the ſame time, 
e een not to BY any * about me. 
H die 
Why aid. Gilles. what. can al ſay of 
renne as good as you look, I 
Can ſay no harm; and if you be worſe, it 
muſt. be ſomebody, wiſer: than: Cicely to 
find you out; and ſo child make yourſelf 
U and _ wed the old. dame. 
DIRIR;S0 13 bios edtidrts $6 
it The i tant ſhe Was gone, I began 
0 tions 3: and; in ten mine is. out? 
. from: the: cottage: quite a country. laſs; in 
affine flowered linen gown, pink — val 
ſtraw hat, and white cloth cloak; my ſat- 
tin ſhoes 1 changed for a. pair of; black 
| Father pumps, and drew on a-pair of pink 
| ſtockings, with white clocks, over my.ovn 
| . | | Ulk. 
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| tunately Cieely was — and 1 
had left no traces behind me, chat could 
lead to a diſeovery of im baving been 
mere, eicept my cloaths which were not 
iin night; however 1 faiekened my pace, 
and had the pleaſure to ſee, on? looking 
behind me ſometime aſter the man who 
I conchided had ſativfied bimſelf by ſearch- 
ing che old woman's cottage, had'rejoitied 


His co W en nogs #50 fl zung 
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I entered the firſt village with fear and 
trembling, but to m infinite joy paſſe it 
rtmobſerved: and præſenhthj inet a kind of 
carrier of goods to thel netto. H of. 
fered io plaet me betwerh hib Pünm ier xd 
esey me there, for two -hillings;"Dlac- 
cordingly mounted, and'though-it way 
moſt uneaſy ſeat, found it amuch more plea- 
ſane method if travelling] tan the pedeſ- 
men bad. been ebliged enen 
ot at han Nn bid od) to 
11 ahi late in tlie evening When ae 
to the end of our ur days | e 3 my 19 55 
put 


ff | 
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put up at a miſerable Joie Ke canta An 


inn, but which vas not a bit ſuperior to bid 
Cicely's hut; in convenience, and accom 
modation, and very much inferior to it, g 


in we: 8 of enen | 
From teste r PPE a man an o 
ble horſe to take me to N five and 


thirty miles, which we travelled the next 


day, and. my guide, by my directions took 
me to the inn, from whenee the London 
carriages ſet out; I ſlept that night very 


comfortably, enjoying for the firſt time 
fince I left Belle. Vue, the luxury of a 


good bed, and decent apartment: in the 
morning, while I was enquiring of the 
landford, whether there were any nearer 


road to France, than through London, a 
footman in hvery accofted me in French, 


and informed me, that although there were 
feveral fea- ports, from whence I might 
procure a paſſage. to the continent, much 
nearer to Noe, chan the me n 
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vet that. the veſſels were ſo uncertain, I 
might be detained a month before any 
failed on the contrary, if 1 went through 
4 Lon dong I might either go in a French 
vader: from thence, or travel by land to 
Dover, from whence the paſſage was very 
Hort; .I thanked him for his, information, 
and immedigtely enquired when the ſtage 
<< out to London, and what was the far 
Imgagine, my dear lady Abbeſs, my con- 
ſternation and embaraſſment, when I found 
chat the whole contents of my purſe, were 
inſufficient to defray the expences of the 
Journey; the man perceived my confuſion, 
| and adviſed me to ride outſide, which was 
ſeconded by the eoachman, who added 
ſome coarſe e * . dae 


WA 1 


1 eee into nies wle 1 left i in . 
pre anxiety; 1 had not a ſingle re- 
fource from the anguiſh: of my own reflec- 
tions, and now ſeverely. felt the ill conſe- 
 : quences of my improvident thoughtleſſneſs 


in leaving Belle-Vue, where my cabinet 


was never in a" tate of poverty, without 


a ſufficient-; fam. of money ſor travel 


ling expences; I had, it is neeeffary fot | 
me to tell you, though I did not at Mats 


time. recolle@ it myſelf, a pair of pear 
bracelets, with diamond claſps, whieh the 
General had preſented. to me; and in- 
ſiſted on putting on my arms the very day 
1 left Belle-Vue; theſe I had worn in 
en ben e We ee tlie 
put them in the caſe, which I had in my 
pocket, the moment before I leſt my 
apartment to meet Harley but this cis. 
eumſtance had totally eſcaped my memory 
and having left my buckles in my thoes at 
old Cicely's, I had nothing I could ſell to 
aſſiſt me in my preſent exigence:— While 


I was ruminating on my unhappy ſituation, 


the ſame footman who had accoſted me in 
the inn yard, came to defire I would go 
to his miſtreſs, who wiſhed to ſpeak with me. 
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Not a little ſurpriſed at this meſſage, iT | 


followed him into one of the beſt apart- 


ments in che inn, where I found a lady 
With a fine child om her lap, about three 


years old; who told me with great civi- 
ty, and good-nature; in French that 


hearing 1 could ſpeak the language, and 
wanted a conveyance to France; fhe ſent 
for me to offer to bear my expences to 
London, if I would undertake the care of 


her child; that ſhe had brought his nurſe 


with them into the country, who had un- 
fortunately been taken ill; and their en- 


gagements requiring their return to to 


they were obliged to leave ber behind 


them; that the child was become ſo fretful 


bt the loſs of his nurſe, and not being able 


to converſe, or amuſe himſelf in the Eng- 


liſh language, ſhe was finking under the 
_— of r age | | 


Wel madam, W r not an my 
c n of thie-offer,: behold therefore, 
now. 
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now your Agnes, entered on the humble 
office of nurſe, Louiſa her name; to maſ-— 
ter Mitard; the child was naturally good. 
tempered, he had been fretted by being if 
conſigned to the care of ſtrangers—whoſe ! 
language he did not underſtand, an 0 grew 4 th 
proportionably fonder of me, with whom 1 
he could hold his little parleys; and his ? 
mamma was ſo delighted at being relieved. +4 
from the fatigue' of attending to him, that f 
the inſiſted on paying the charge I had 
already incur'd at the inn, and that! 
ſhould immediately conſider myſelf as one 
of her family; I purchaſed a change of 
linen at N—, and after a journey, which al 
had it not been for the ſecret anxiety of 
my mind, would have been far from un- 
pleaſant, ve arrived in Suffolk-ſtreet, on 
the third day after our leaving N 


— > — 
= — 
. —— — 
1 9 2 8 
- 
2 


— . wh L : 
— — 
48828 - —— Trip ; 
55 2 — —„— > 
FF SEL Fae 2 7 WT” . * 1 "ne 8 — 2 _ 5 
os He . 8 0 2 * * - 4 "= * 8 
EEE AAA 000000é 00000000 838 1 
x. a _ 8 a 8 7 2 — * Sz 
1 AF. : 6. — 8 3 S 
. 8 SS — 1 COT WR eat — * 


Mounſieur and Madame Mitard were 
very averſe to the thougbts of parting with 
me, the child would not be ſatisfied when 
| I 
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the een of Monſieur and Madame 


W * 0 * * 4 


has e, his fight, 0 ing i 
me to continue, at leaſt till they heard the 
Tate of their old nurſe, or could procure a 
new one to anſwer their 1. noi 


1 | bad not money pin my expences 

10 France, my poverty therefore as the 
Engliſh bard expreſſes it, but not my will 

conſented, for my ſituation became much 
Jefs agreeable here then on the j Journey ; 


yet as I had no alternative but to wait till 
I heard from you, and was entirely uncon- 

need and unknown in this city, which is 
larger and far more populous than Paris, 
where, conſidering the ſtate of my finances 
could I have been more eligibly ſituated? 
I therefore conſented to ſtay, not till che 
recovery of their nurſe, but till I ſhould 


receive a letter from my friends at Paris. 


It was four days before I diſcovered 


Mitard, 


3 — 75 p wx 5 4 a” FONG 6 * | 
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Mitard, they are Opera performers; ; Na- 
dame dances and Monfieur ſings; they 
had been in the north of England at a ru- 
ral fete, given on account of the marriage 
of a nobleman i in that part of the world, and 


were on their return to London, when L. 5 


ſo fortunately m met with them. 3 


4 | * 


1 bave mor hen Mr de Miss 
leaſt reaſon to ſuſpect, from my own con- 


duct, that I am of rank ſuperior to my ap- 


pearance; he has nevertheleſs rallied me 
on my dreſs, which he ſays, he is ſure is a 
diſguiſe :. you ſhall never perſuade me, 


Louiſa, he cries, thoſe luxurious Aides, 


have always been confined to fo narrow a 
compaſs ; then your hand, and arm, there 
are many a ducheſs who would be proud 
to exchange with you— come, come, con- 
feſs, a lover is at the bottom of all this; 
how ſhould a young perſon of your figure 


in ſuch a part of the world * 
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Shocking 
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be dropped as it were out of the elements 
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Shocking, - cries. Madame, my nerves 
were totally deranged by the horrid bores, 
we met with there ; certainly Louiſa you 
have been caged in ſome. adventures; 
dhe then obligingly preſſes me to, change 
my dreſs, and offers to ſupply me, either 

from her own wardrobe, or with money, 
to purchaſe cloaths, more ſuitable to the 
Iphere, ſhe 1s perſuaded I have been uſed 
to move in. | 


Were! 8 enough in diffimulation, to 
_perſuade them their conjeRures are entire- 
1y devoid of foundation, I ſhould there- 
by be deprived of an advantage of great 
importance to me at preſent, which is that 
of eating at their table; as I muſt elſe take 
FAY, meals with their footman and cook. 


| Madame i is, 5 Fancy, much * 
mei is viſited by many noblemen who pay 
her high compliments, which ſhe receives 

with the caſe of a woman, to whom the 
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„ | | incenſe 
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incenſe of flattery is not new; among the 


reſt, is a young lord to whom ſhe inſiſted . 
on introducing me; what had paſſed be- 
tween them I know not, but he looked 
ſurpriſed : whether at my dreſs, as to be 


ſure Cicely's wedding ſuit is a little parti- 
cular, or at the ſtory they think proper 


to ſuppoſe for me, of e A little of 


dats” 


This lord, who is really very contetted, 
Taluted me by the appellation of beautiful 


nurſe; ſaid a thouſand nothings in French, 
ſhewed his white teeth, played with the 

child a long while, and at parting, pave 
him a paper which he bade him preſent to 


his nurſe to buy pins; it was an Engliſh 


bank note for twenty pounds; I could not 


conceal either my a on. or anger. 


Madame Mitard tanghe®—his lordſhip, 
ſhe laid, meant to preſent me with it, to 
purchaſe a more becoming dreſs. 
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- My face was in a 1 burſt into 
tears—ſcorn and indignation flaſhed from 
my eyes—what, madam, at that moment 
were my ſenſations E 


. 5 Mun” W Rt is 7 
very impenetrable; the wonder in her 
looks, reminded me of my fituation—I 
had no right to deport myſelf ſo haughtily, 
was 1 not a dependant—a ſervant? 


The ſenſe of my fallen Ktarion, the 


F4 + «& 


the farther martifications I might be ſub- 
Jeſt to in Madame Mitard's family, and 


the different ſcenes I might be expoſed to 


3f I left it; all ſtruck ſo forcibly on my 
mind, that it took from me the power of 


_ 


utterance. - 1 5 a : 


1 ſunk on the floor without motion. 


Madame 


＋ 
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Madame Mitard's nerves are very ſtron g 


mine the reverſe ; ſhe therefore never 
carfies eau- de- luce — but ſhe knew I did, 
and ſearching my pocket for the bottle, 
drew out, by what accident ſhe has not 


* the ſhagreen caſe with my bracelets. 


The en of thoſe little wall was 


td increaſed hy the ſight of the 
Jewels; they inſiſted I ſhould no longer 


conſider myſelf as their dependant; they 
had always thought, and were now con- 


vinced, I was a perſon of rank ; they be- 
ſought J would honour them by partaking 
their humble means, till my affairs (how- 
ever deran ged) were accommodated, 


Madame again inteemed I would accept 
from her, money, to purchaſe cloaths 
more ſuitable to my rank, and which 


would prevent my being an _— of 
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The. laſt - conſideration was of moſt 
weight with me; yet I could not bear to 


accept pecuniary. obligations from thoſe 
people, and ſo at len gth 1 plainly. told 
them.” | 


Ciel Waden telle, e en 
| why will you talk of incurring obligation, 
-with-ſuch riches i in your poſſeſſion, glanc- 
ing ber eyes at the bracelets—in ſhort, 
madam, the jewels were valuable, and 
Monſieur knew how to diſpoſe of them; 
he carried them to a perſon who lives by 


| this ſort of traffic with the neceſſitous, and 


brought me twenty guineas, with right to 
redeem my jewels, whenever it is in my 
ke 


I; 18 Wee e "Rey white areſſes 


1 and a few neceſſaries juſt to appear in. 


Madame Micard Ce 3 | 


Lord Morden his note ;. and now, I wait 


& 


ACNES we 


with inconceivable impatience to hear 
from you; if you have wrote by the firſt 
returt of the mail, I am told 1 ſhall re- | 
ceive your letter in two days—oh ! how I ' 
deſire, yet dread to know your ſentiments-. | 
on the ſtep I have taken, on the whole of 
my conduct; if you acquit me, I kn 
God will do the ſame; and then you and 4 
St. Clare will take to your beloved hearts: 
your own Ef 1 
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Ke in continuation. 


r Sufolk-Stret x 
n day is paſt on which x was in- 


formed I might have heard from Paris: 1 
| have already learnt to diftinguiſh the two 
loud knocks, which announce the poſt- 
man's approach; he paſſed our door, yet 


fo ſtrong was my confidence, that you had 


Vote, Iprevailed on Mr. Mitard to go to 
' the general office, and examine whether 


any. miſtake had deprived me of the con- 
ſolation, to know I was yet dear to you; 
to-morrow they ſay, your letter may ar- 
rive; oh! that this country could afford 
me a little cell, Where L might ſhut out the 


1 | world, 


» 


- 


2 GH of I "004. 


world, and pray for you ein 3 : Oh! 
my, prophetic fears ! St. Clare but 1 
cannot bear the ſuppoſition however un⸗ 


happy your Agnes may be in your diſplea- 


ſure, you will not reject her fond peti- | 


tions, to be again taken to your boſom ; 
nor abandon her to her fate; however ſhe 
may deſerve it—my St. Clare, I know, 


loves only her God, and you better than 


her adopted « child, 


It is now: twenty-Gx days fi nce oh left 5 


| Belle-Vue, it is yet longer fince I have 


' heard from you; what may not have va 


6 + % 


pened i in that ſpace, to you, to St. Clare; 


| you axe, it is true, happily exempted from | 


all the evils, which i in the great world, are 
the ſource of temptation, and the off- 
ſprings of paſſion; your ſerene lives are 
undiſturbed by the turbulence of vain 


wiſhes, nd the fear of imaginary evils; 


S209.» V7 


piety _ virtue; you N 500 4 


— Dy Aence. 
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1 and itte the path ch leads 
to. the © heaven of heavens, ” but. though 
your ſouls axe ſanQified, even in this ſtate 
of mortality, how many bodily complaints 
are Fo not 1 Td CW 

What a Tanguid ſtate was poor St. Clare 
in, when ſhe tore herſelf from my em- 
brace; how. had her ſweet countenance 
fuffered within the laſt year, and. how | 
wounding to me were the groans. which 

pain extorted from hee. 


5 Alas 1 when I think of this, and fancy 
it poſſible you have journeyed to. Abber- 
| ville to render the laſt kind office to 1125 
1. am tot in anguiſh, | 1 


| A inquſtiichs 58 torment myſelf, 
I refleR, that notwithſtanding your happy 
ſtate of health, and your ftilt more even 
mind; it is alſo poſſible that you may be 
8 attacked by fome Ungerons. indiſpoſition, 
—_ 


7 


which preys on you with the more vio- 
lence, from your heretofore excellent 


conſtitution: | 


Theſe are my bees for you! my We 
friends, wy 1 If hey are innumerable. 


| 4s 5b any means like my n ; 
fituation;. Madame ' Mitard adds to the # 
ſprightly naivete of our French ladies, a 
levity, and coquetry that diſguſts me ex- 


tremely; ſhe is at times groſs in her con- 


verſation, and rude in her- repartees, par- 
ticularly to gentlemen; but as theſe are 


diverted by her ſallies, and. are conſtantly 
making her little preſents, ſhe is. contented 


to believe they admire her without trou-- 


bling herſelf to diſtinguiſh. whether they 
laugh with or at her; ſhe is diſpleaſed 
when 1 look grave, and ſays I am a fly 


prude, a character /he deteſts—but her 
opinion of me is of ſmall importance to my» 


Rege mine of her is a diſtin affair. wy 
„ | A 
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dere —— they are vi- 
ſited by many men of rank; the greateſt 
inconvenience of my ſituation, fince they 
have thought proper to conſider me as 
' their equal, is the obligation politeneſs 
lays on me to attend Madame Mitard in 
the room, where ſhe receives her com- 
pany; we have very few female friends, 
Madame Mitard diſlikes her own ſex in 
L general—and Engliſh women in particular, 
ſhe deſpiſes; that ſentiment might per- 
haps be reciprocal, if ſhe were much 
known to them. 0 
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ET it not every ee madam, to be 
ge to hear all the impertinence, men 
Who (as they fancy themſelves our ſupe- 
| riors) think they have an excluſive Tight 
to utter. 


i 4 ure however abſolutely refuſed to be 
| ſeen abroad with Madame Mitard, and 
.. me 18 extremely angry, 

am 


9 


am FEY to adhere to my reſelu- 
tion —no madam !_Madame Mitard i is not 
a pps for ur 4 . 


* * „ „ * 1 > * * 
e 3 a * * . 25 | 
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8 W undertook to return 
Lord Morden's note, may 1 own without 
incuring the cenſure of, your upright heart, 
for my want of candour; that I ſuſpe& 1 ſhe 
has not kept b her word 7 9 


IEP 
i 


That young nobleman treats me with 


# * 


a freedom unuſual in this country, be | 


' adopts he ſays, when I am diſpleaſed, the 
manners of mine; and following Madame 
Mitard' 8 example, thinks vivacity and de 


licacy are not to be found blended ; in FI 


F rench, education ; this i is an error 19 05 a 


„ 


baye. 8 to 1 ebe among per ol 


* 


few of the common order of beings, with | 


whom I have been in any degree conver- 


"ES | > 
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Fant, fince I have been in Engin; but 


it is of too groſs a nature to be adopted by 


any of thofe of à ſuperior caſt, F am 
therefore not eaſily reconciled to an. apo- 
logy ſo abſurdly founded, nor is my opi- 
nion of this.nobleman. at all ee we his 
contratied: ideas, yy . 


Lord Morden is no favorite- with me, 
he is introduced to my knowledge, at a 


period very unfavorable for a man of the 
world; the contraſt between him and thoſe 


| F have been uſed to converſe with i is too 
; friking.. N 


r Moneraſs 18 the very eſſence of | 


05 — and good breeding; there is a 
manly, and graceful turn in his manner, 
which even when he condeſcends to trifle, 


takes from him all appearance of frivolity ; 


in his moſt lively ſallies he is a. ſtranger to 


"0 lawleſs 3 


pres lawleſs joy. A, BET 
. Which ee 5 ear, and hurts the 
1 ſober eye. 


of A 
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Hle is. he * man I ever ſaw; who re- 
tained the lively, and undeviating atten- 
tion to our ſex, which we always meet with 
in France from well- bred men; and yet 
was ſo. particularly happy in his judgment, 
as to. preſerve the appearance of a feeling 
ſincerity in his compliments, without ſacri- 
ficing his good ſenſe; in ſhort the cap of 
Minerva reſted on his temples, while af 


« Words ſweet as honey from 115 nps diſtil' d.“ 


And then Edward Harley, what an hum- 

ble elegance was there in that young man's 

| addreſs, what eloquence and grace in his 

converſation,. and what propriety marked 
his judgment; his face was the true index 
to his mind, and whether it was adorned 
with the nw" of 2 the bluſh of. - 
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modeſty, or the emanation of joy; whether 
it was animated with hope, oppreſſed with 
grief, or clouded with deſpair; all his ſen- 
ſations were founded on rectitude; and 
had honour for their guide; ſuch is Ed- 
ward Harley —I think of him as one I 
have known, and forgive me, dear madam, 
if I add; one whom have loved, but am 
no more to behold one who is forever 
loft to me, but whoſe image will live-in my 

heart, till 1 follow your ſteps, and thoſe 


of dear St. Clare, and offer my humble 
vow on the altar of him, who made Edward 


Horley what, he is, 


| Lord W is tall, genteel, Fay they 
fay generally reckoned handſome. Ma- 
dame Mitard ſays he has fine eyes; ; but 
confident indeed muff the woman be who- 
could examine them; vou. never, madam, 
ſaw. ſuch a determined ſtarer—rhe appears 
40 ee and. dare ay ſucceeds, to 
| look 
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TY 
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look down every female who is unfortu- 
nately near him then his converſation— I! 
but—I was educated in the convent of 'P 
D=—, and fince I have left that ſacred  Þ{} 


— 


verſed with General Moncraſs, and Edward 
Harley, I am therefore ill qualified to ſpeak. - 

of Lord Morden: ſuch however as he is, 

a Miſs Julia Neville, one of the greateſt 

heireſſes in the kingdom, was by command 
of her relations his affianced bride; but to 
his great mortification, the young lady has . 

actually eloped from her family, to avoid 
a marriage, to which ſhe was averſe. 


1 am more particular refpeQing this 
lord than any of Madame's viſitors, be- 
cauſe he is here quite en famille - we are 
indeed more (properly ſpeaking) of his 
family, then he of ours; as our dinners, 
and ſuppers are ſerved at his expence, 
from a neighbouring hotel; from what 1 

| | RY 5 155 have 


| 


before you have read this long, unintereſt- 


ing detail, from your grateful. . 


Achs. 


1 1 T. 


kave ſaid, you will certainly believe hall 
be very joyful, when I leave England 
nor be ſurpriſed if I am at your feet, even 


Agnas in continuation. .. 


Mrxcrrol God! what will become of 
me—elght days are now elapſed ſince the 
return of the mail, and I have not re- 


ceived a line of conſolation, or affiſtance, 


from my more than parents; ſome unfore- 
feen accident, ſome fatal event, muſt have 


happened; never would you knowingly 
have abandoned your child in ſuch diſtreſs 
—whatever be the caufe of your filence, 1 


know you have not deſerted yoar e ; 


Diſtrafted at the ſuſpence i in which I ar 


kept, I thought. of an expedient to raiſe 


money for my journey to e which 1 
| Battered myſelf couldraarfak oo 
When 


* 


| When Mr. Mitard Lok the? money 


he borrowed on my jewels, he begged L 


would not make myſelf uneaſy about hear- 
ing from my friends, as they were of great 


value, and I might command ſums to a 


large amount on them;' I therefore ap- 


; plied to him to take up fifty more guineas, 


and declared my intention of going to 


Wage nne 


1 wet 10 my furpriſe no kw in 


this arrangement; Monfieur very alertly 


| accepted my commiſſion, and went out to 


execute it; but no words can expreſs my 
| . nd conſterr nation at bis hung. 


The Res To he faid, bad — . 


[ in their yalue when he firſt ſaw. them; and 


nov, inſtead of advancing any further ſums, 
Would be glad if I could pay what 1 
had repay e, an take back the 
ae, 


oy tl, ' Heavens! 
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Heavens! eried I, they an 7 
No matter, madam, interrupted Mon- 


deu, what they coſt— buying and ſelling 


in this country are very different things 2 
they were preſented to you I preſume? 
Indeed they were! anſwered I, 

By a gentleman? ſaid Monſieur, 
wept 18885 
Ahl Madamoiſelle, . gens 
"Jemen- will do theſe things; but witk 


beauty, youth, and accompliſhments. ike 


yours; what is the. defe@zon of one lover? 
you are very charming, and there are 


of whoſe generoſity it will be prudent in 


1 ts to avail FOR. 
3 my Ea indign 
tion—my diſguſt—at this (as it proved); 


preamble to the » ſentiment of Mr, ank 


Madame Mitard; but the miſery of my 
tuation had not yet fully explained itſelf; 
A! was ſo much * iq believe, the 


man's 
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man's coarſe expreſſions, were as unmean- 


ing as the ſervility, he miſtook for polite- 


* neſs, that I did not ſuffer myſelf to ſeek 
for explanations, but coldly faid—I did 


not Ne p b * en . 


— 


Madame Mitard: 8 had not "A 
charity to . me to continue in isno- 


(Goth Miſs, f ſaid ſhe; you are in great 5 
1 wi to leave people who have been your 
very good friends; and: it is now neceſ- 
ſary, you ſhould be acquainted wee ou 
18 * from 1 88 tee 


. 


made a very precipitate retreat from 
the door, which I was opening; and ſeat- 


bes myſelf by her, waited. with no ſmall 


impatience, the reſult of a converſation, 
not more extraordinary than unexpected; 


_ extreme earneſtnefs diſconcerted Ma- 


dame _—_ the curious attention with 
Which. 


* 
4 
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which I looked on her face, actually em- 9 
 - barcalledt beg 4% der en tha klnliey | 


or that her eyes are withdrawn, but it ſo 4 
happened now, that the mounting of the 
blood inte her cheeks, notwithſtanding the 
quantity of rouge ſhe wears, was very viſi- 
ble; and that the carpet for ſome moments, 
received all the fire of her glances—but 
her native fortitude ſoon returned. 
Wi 8 ws wt * Madamoi. 
ſelle, ſaid ſhe, they are counterfeits—ab- 
Jolutely counterfeits—Monkieur's credit is 
pledged for the money you borrowed on 
them you are beſides conſiderably i in our 
debt, yet you would leave us, without the 
ſmalleſt regret; we are therefore bound in 
prudence to take care of. ourſelves; we 
are indebted to our talents for ſubſiſtence, 
you are equally capable to provide for 
yourſelf by yours—we have certainly been 
your friends, and mig have continued fo - 
longer, i 


l SEED: © : 35777 FE ASS err 3 
« 2 — 4 5 a . © 4 * 
.... . p ĩðͤ p DUR EMEA NN»ũüm mm Yn 1 ae HM IE Cc 


%% XUTHES 


longer, had you not dropt the maſk, but 


chere is no reaſon why we * be looſers 
for our 08 al 


C ove had —— her concluſions 


had not been unjuſt, although I am 
certain the jewels, whatever their value, 
were not counterfeits; General Moncraſs 
would not ſtoop to ſo paltry a deception, 
and I am further confirmed i in this _— 


"on what followed. | 


FF centage) madam, I anſwered, my 
gens for your profeſſions of kind- 
neſs, but 1 muſt be pardoned ſaying, I 


do not conceive they ought to prevent my 


wiſh to return to my friends: I am ex- 
tremely concerned Monſieur ſhould in- 


volve himſelf in any difficulties for me, 


but 1 cannot eaſily believe thoſe bracelets 


{were counterfeits, the perſon from whom 


I received them was a man of ſuch 


&. - \ 
"=" „ 


They 


They both eagerly interrupted me 
and proteſted they were mock l 1 
roſe diamonds. 

Well, madam, ſaid 1 a and what 
is the amount of the other pecunmmary debts 
you claim from me ? 

She had not made a is debe account, 
but ſhould expect to be paid for bringing 
me from the country, as well as for my 


board, from that time - we live, you ſee, 
Madam6iſelle in a tolerable genteel way, 


your bill will by no means be a light one. 
I ſmiled a little contemptuouſly, I be- 


lieve, and Madame Mitard's ſtock "of phi- 


loſophy is rather e fe Was "Excoell= 


ingly irritated. 


Well, my little friend, continued ſhe, 


in rage, we ſhall ſee whether the pay- 


ment of our debt will fit quite fo "Eaſy on 


8 aſſure yourſelf your do not ee us 


 *rlll it is diſcharged. 
Not leave you, madam, anfwered 1 


my ſtaying with "_ would by no means 
facilitate 
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% AGCNES. 
Tacifitace the payment of your debi—on 
the contrary, were I once to rejoin my 
Friends, they would amply repay "FAN Ci- 
Vility ſhewn me. 

Madame Mitard returned my con- 
temptuous ſmile, and pray Miſs, ſaid ſhe, 
Who are thoſe friends of yours in whom we 
are ſo implicitly to confide? 

I was ſilent. | 

You deal i in my ſteries, Miſs, but come, 


we are not diſpoſed to be mortally of- ; 
fended at che ingratitude Fa. have ſhewn 23 
. © 
= We 4 80 n proving ſaid Monſieur, 9 
| approaching me, provided you will take 4 
our advice in future. , ad 
Certainly, rejoined ee nothing _ 
can be more reaſonable, than to know on | de 
whom, and for what purpoſe we confer NY 
e 


_ Obligations; and have aſſurance Ma- 
damoiſelle will not leave our houſe, with- 
Hut giving us every requiſite ſatisfaction. 


* 
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of WAS th un I was s very 
1 to the giving them a promiſe, 5 
_ "certainly. did not mean to keep, of faying 
| with-them; neither did I think it prudent 


) irritate them by an avowal of my real ſen- 


N while I was in this dilemma Lord 
Morden was announced; I was retiring 
with ſome haſte, but Madame, with an air 
partly, authoritative, and partly ſuppliant, 
intreated 1 would not affront her beſt 
friend, and moſt powerful protector, by a 
conduQ ſo- diſobliging—I had not time to 
anſwer before his lordſhip entered. 


A 


1 bid 1 as 4 as ; he OI me, my 


Jn little ſhy friend, are vou there? then 
turning | to N adame Mitard, with a free- 
| dom 1 had 4 ſten before .obſerved in his 
addreſs to her; this is very obliging, I had 
begun to deſpair of ever meeting your lit= 
tle ſkittiſh damſel again ; why child, con- 
_ tinued he, familiarly taking wy hand, you 
Vor. * ia 


* 


Is. 


— 


- 


$3 
rr RE WERE IEA? N F 2 
- * "Bs * Y 8 * — — 
my 9 ue ee Er ge. wy — aa apr: - — . r . 


W «5 I = 
- 


— — 


S 
*** e 


Nr — 2 n . 
3 


2 * 
2 


* 
: 
1 
| 
* , 
WE 
Ta 
C 
f 4 
t: 
"5 
| bat - 
2. el 4 
4 5 = 
HERS © 
3 
1 
1 
1 
65k 59 
1 7 
+ 
4 4 
* | 1 
3 
＋ «4 
„ 
— 
Os | 1 
0 4 
4 — 
: . | 4 
* Ws 


: 
A Ree dba. 


” run away from me as if you were afraid of 
voing eaten. 


Louiſa (fad 5 Mises Miard) n av . 


is not uſed to company of your lordſhip's 
rank, it is therefore natural ſhe Hale be 
embaraſſed. „ 8 

Oh! anſwered the 12 man ck hie 
arms round me, if that be all, trouble 
yourſelf Mitard to order tea, and we will 
| in the mean time nn better an 


; 10 | madam, my ſituation. _ 


— 


The woman actually left the room, and 


Was | ne arwgnc ORR wy 0 her . 


Lord Morden again, for 1 bad beige | 
e myſelf from him, attempted to d 


chro- his arms round my waiſt, I flew to 


the window, which looked into 575 1 


the 1282 Was 1 
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But this young abt RE as him | | 
belt boaſts, is above paying any regard to 
decency) was not to be deterred by fear of 


public expoſure, from e the bent of _ 
Bis own a ; 8 


- Vw mean, POW aid he, wu" a 4 
3 countenance, to give me all 
poſſible trouble; but believe me, child, 
that is not wiſely done, you would make 
more of me by half, by truſting to my ge- 
neroſity, as I think you might underſtand 
on the handſome earneſt I gave you. © 

1 have not, I haughtily anſwered, che Y 
honor to underſtand your lordſhip. | 

No, replied he, gad I think twenty gui- 
neas, or pounds is ſpeaking pretty ops to 
a little adventureſs like you —— 

If you mean, my lord, the bit of _ 
you gave Maſter Mitard=—— 

The bit of paper pretty one, Da it was 
a bank note, what, in a voice wherein cu- 
| "OO and apprehenſion were blended; 
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| * have TO 185 wuki it, you 10 * 
value of it 1 hope, you have not deſtroyed 
it— yo e not frm ee 4 N 0 
1 note? pond OH 1s 

Be wan Fvy my 1ord, with! as id 
| as I could afſume, Madame 
| Mitard was ſo obliging as to undertake to 
reſtore it to your lordſhip you are your- 
ſelf I hope, a competent Judge of i its value, 
and will not in future, throw away Tuch 
won things on children, and ideots. 
Cet me die, returned he, but 1 believe 

15 you are a wit; though your giving the note 


1 Mitard is a ſtrong proof you haue very 


little common ſenſe; but as there is no- 
ching new in that, and as ſhe has moſt pro- 


| ; 5 bably placed it in her own. finking fund, 


you ſhall not be. the loſer, let me know 
your terms, and I am ſo deſperately in 
love with you, that if they are within the 

' compaſs. of my fortune, or credit, I will 
comply with them; you are not I ſee the 
 Gmpleton I took you for; you have wit, 
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ovn dignity; you have profited by Mitard's 


inſtructions, and like you the better; do 


her juſtiee, no woman is more qualified to 


render you the ton, and the ton you will 
certainly be, as ſoon as it is knoun vou 
are mine; it is true, I have ſome thoughts 
of marrying, on which account, you muſt 


and what is better, you have pride F it S 
deviliſh ſtupid thing in a nobleman to take 
2 miſtreſs, who has not pride to ſupport her 9 


in common decency, keep a little in the 


back ground; but you will very ſoon have 


me all to yourſelf; I feel F ſhall be very 
fooliſh, only too fond of you, that's all; 
I. ſhall. give you, a town houſe, and you 


ſhall reſide at one of my own villas in ſum- 
ner; as, to my. bride, ſhe has at,.prefent 


impudence to pretend to diſlike me, 
for which reaſon,” were there no other, and 


were it to coſt me half my fortune, I am - 
determined to oblige her to my me:; : 5 


| Lady e ane ee mM 
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Xt {ia icant madam, 10 1 ated 
he inſipid den minded me with 
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. 1 1 315 Lady Mary N an - niger 
fooliſh woman, took it into her head to be 

| Jealous of her huſband, beeauſe he liked a 
| youn ger piece than herſelf, andin revenge 


to him, reſolves to give me her daughter, 


merely becauſe young Moncraſs ſhall not 
have her; tis a poor little inſipid thing, 
but her fortune is immenſe, and you, my 
Louiſa, ſhall ſhare it with your Morden, 


nay, you ſhall be miſtreſs of it; be not 


_ therefore ſo coy my little angel, attempt- 
ing to take my hand, which I withdrew; 


ah! you cunning baggage, ' what I muſt 


fign and feal firſt—vwell, prithee dear girl 
then get it done, 1 am LORE: to have 
. you all my own. '\ 3 


Does Madame Mitard ok? of ur 


5 lordſhip? $ honorable i intention towards me? 
1 With as much compoſure as I could afſume. 
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Not . nn es: as little 
cathreaiſed as you would conceive, ſhall 


1 confeſs the truth Why then, ' Louiſa, | 
to convince you, how. open I in future, 


mean to deal with you, 1 muſt tell you, 
you rival Mitard, ſhe is handſome, lively, 


paints well, and is in ſhort tolerably amuſ- 
ing; ſhe is not perhaps without her hopes, 
that ſhe ſhall turn the tables, and rival you 
in her turn; ſhe is miſtaken—you : are juſt 
the girl to my taſte—there is, however no . 


abſolute neceſſity to make her acquainted 


with every thing, as ſhe would naturally be | 


mortified, I ſhould give you more ſubſtan- 
tial proofs of my paſſion, than ſhe has been 
able to draw from me, you will therefore 


aA wiſely, - in concealing from her, my 


e e in LIE favor. 


Here 8 pete st. Cr ever 
40 letter ſhould reach you, of which I 


have a thouſand fears; here is a ſpecimen 


of gu morality ; they talk! in this coun- 
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/ wy, with an erte i of the phi. 
men of gallantry allow themſelves i in France, 
and tella thouſand fabulous ſtories of the 8 


ceſſes in which, particularly after marriage, 
they indulge, but I think Lord Morden 
ere diſpute the palm with any of our 
French libertines; indeed, if 3 ingenuity be 
a merit, I can form no idea to myſelf, of 
| there being a poſſibility of excelling him 
in that; he certainly is neither aſhamed of 
his vices, or afraid of their confequences ; 
what he dares do, I really believe he will 
dare to juſtify; he is too haughty, and too 
e to fear eee his maker. 
0 under the 1005 of Madame Micars; 
and in che power of ſuch a man, do you. 
not tremble for your Agnes? yet again my 
fad heart preſages that you will not receive 
| this, or any of my former letters; elſe, 
what can be the meaning of this cruel, this 
en e how many conjettures 
6 . ae 
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have I' form'd, and given up as ſoon as 


form'd, of the cauſe; if you were diſ- 
pleaſed with me, you would ſurely take 
the trouble to reprimand me, you would 
not deſert the wretched! orphan, ho bas 
'Z none to help her no, it cannot be—T 
am ſure it cannot, but ſaid an last you 
. 110 5 te me to Aren e 2 70 


1 « There i 1s nine Ant e fear 
« ing an evil and feeling it ; except that the 


evil one feels has bounds; whereas ones 
{x83 apprehenſions has none, for we can ſuf- 
fer no more than what actually | aſs amn 5 


we Tees. all that 6 ro can e 


nf | 


oi 6 it too 00 n n 
really and probability; it has unhappily . 


in my fate, followed the danger, inſtead of 

preceding it; my poor heart, ſhrinks: un- 
der the conſequences. of the ſtep I have 
taken; and now that I know the real evil 
to which 1: am 1 0 he imaginary Th 
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ones bon which 1 fea, appear at mere 


Vet Cake} let me once more . . 

ſelf at your feet, let me raiſe my flowing 
eyes to him, whoſe throne is the fountain 
of mercy, and forgiveneſs; let me implore 
his proteftion, and hope for yours ſhould 
my letters reach you, no longer withhold 
your favor, yet it may be too late, again 
muſt the wretched Agnes become a wan- 
derer, again caſt herſelf on that provi- 

dence, that will e the virtuous, and 
again ſeek ſome chance of es 


che ſerene bouſe of e chaſtity. - 28 


CCW 
been with the Mitards, io condemn the 
folly that threw me from the proteftive 

roof of a man of honor —1 feel with ſelf 

reproach, the rafh ingratitude I was guilty ; 
of, in leaving General Moncraſs, and my 


| heart condemns me from a latent motive, 
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3 maden 5 from pte which! my 
weakneſs had miſnamed. prudence—aht 


madam, I have promiſed to lay my whole 


heart open to you, never more will I con- 
ceal a thought from the moſt indulgent: of = 


_ women, it was Harley's ſuſpicion of my 
honor, which ſtabbed me to the heart; it 


was him I thought to wound by my flight 
in the fame moment he is convinced of my 


innocence, he ſhall alſo know, faid I, that | 


I am loft to him forever; and while I flat- 


fame, wounded—alas | by whom? by the 


man to whoſe protection, the parting St. 


Clare, and virtuous St. Lawrence com- 


mitted the object in han. their n : 
Ka mas N Cn meh 877 
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1 an Sow could! 1 for 5 
ood the paternal tears he ſhed over me, 


when almoſt convul ſed with: agony he 


. parted with St. Clare? why do I heſitate ? 
ay. do I not return to bis Protektion 7 : 
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. not implore ki pardon a and confeſs 2 
hes (8c pb "y Jay” wy br e, 


Bat 1 E 
80 . i 1 ayt vida he? 
O forgive me, madam, what indeed is 
Harley to me; would to God I was with 
you, that I mi ight vent "oO forrows of * 
age at your Eg e e 
i 11 een ee 4 0 Py . 
2 * * „ „„ *. WAITE: 

5 had: e e of 1 notwithſtand- 
ing my. indignation, and terror, to pre- 
ſerve an unruffled countenance during the 
Whole of the converſation I have related; 
Lord Morden has I imagine, more vanity 
than even vice in his compoſition—he fan- 
cied his attractions ought to Addi es and 
"OR that my did 197 8 157 5 


tet 10 S e i 1485 15 
11 as. thought 5 in 1411 Amen, 
urges this nobleman to take a vife for 
Ny he 1180 en no raiden and 


vhoſe 
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ow bois are pre. e engaged, aVowW- ” 


edly to puniſh her diftike of him, how far 


may it not urge him, to revenge himſelf on 


me, for a fimilar offence? and if Madame f 


Mitard had the meanneſs, to convert the 


note I entruſted her to return, to her own 


* by will not a temptation of the ſame 
kind, carry her ſtill greater lengths ? theſe 
were the concluſions of a moment, and 
be will own 2 were not il founded. | 


oh FR a "I 3 to . Lakes 
| Moran s propoſals, and ſuffered him to 
believe, that I ſhould give directions abous 
drawing the ſettlements he offered; and 


in order to favor this ſcheme he inſiſted on 


the Mitards going in his "Oy to IO. 5 


Whether they' e my . to 
leave them, or whether it was Monſieur” 8 


little gout for his wives company; ji . which 
he always avoided, when he could do. it 


decently, I cannot tell ; but when the tea 
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8 9 . he "OY . 
was much diſconcerted when I ſaw him, 
as I am determined on leaving their houſe 
this evening; I have. employed the time 
| fince Lord Morden and Mrs. Mitard have 
been gone, in packing up my few wear- 
_ ables, and writing to you—and'am now-at 
_ the. ſecretary. puriuing the ſame employ- 
ment, while he is ſauntering about the 
room and amuſing himſelf with his flute ; 
all my hopes are that ſome of the gay Sig- 
nora's who lodge in this ſtreet, will: paſs | 
| by, and tempt him (for he is a man of pro- 
1 digious gallantry) to walk out; in the mean 
time, I will juſt give you a ſketch of my 
deſign; you will fay I am a ſchemer, how 
little. did I once foreſee the neceſſity I 
5 ſhould Be under to e thats e 


M. Mitard's e e is a reds 
woman, who takes many journies in the 
year to Paris to learn the faſhions, and ge- 
e l a _ quantity of goods, 
- vhich 5 


. 
4 


AGNES uss 
1 are . here; ; 2 friend. . 
Monſieur's had ſent over ſome fine lace for 
ruffles, which were ſeized by the revenue 
officers; Mrs. du Bois who was ſuppoſed 
to be converſant in ſuch matters, was con 
ſulted on the poſſibility of regaining the 
lace, and in the courſe of TOON. 


hone a how called: Steen en has.” 
is, heaven knows! but 1 muſt find itz 
ws a couple of failing boats, large 


enough to accommodate two or three paſ- 


e ; and ſuch ſwift ſailors, that ſuper- 


added to his oun extreme ſobriety and 
caution, conſtantly eluded the vigilance of 
the revenue officers; this man, ſhe ſaid; 
who made it a point never to trade for 
himſelf, had aecumulated a decent fortune 


by dhe integrity with which he. tranſacted 
en buſineſs for other People, and, 
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This Wia W f a jeg th 
on me, and I took care to enter every par- 
tiecular in my tablets; du Bois is now at 
Paris, and Mitard is too volatile to remem- 
ber this circumſtance; to Greenwich there- 
fore I am reſolved to go; I will explain 
my ſituation to the man, he is the father of 

family of children, and however eafy his 


7 : 


_ circumſtances, a man who continually riſks - 
his life to encreaſe his ſtore, will not refuſe. 


a handſome preſent on ſuch a ſimple occa- 


creature back to her dear country: I ſhall 


be very liberal in my promiſes, and hire him 8 


to take me to Boulogne, where the good 
father Dominick will, I am ſure, enable 
me to perform all my engagements— if I 
am ſo happy as ever to ſee my honored 
ks a and beloved St. Clare, they 
4 


x : 4 12 ; 8 
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Vill reimburſe the venerable prieſt ; if not, 
if that only happineſs after which my heart 
pants, is denied me, I ſhall atleaſt lay my 
bones in ſome of the cloyſters of our holy 
church. 


Ahl madam, I tremble, my eagerneſs 
will betray me Monſieur is actually going 
out his ſervant is bruſhing is chapeau— 
two Italians wait in the ſtreet, it is a warm 
evening, they talk of airing on oh water. 

5 < "we 

He i 1s rs 3 is out of Sght—adlien, 
adieu, moſt beloved, "moſt honored of 
| Friends, oh! prey for N 
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